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ſequell had opened hir hidden griefcs, haue J repented that 
euer J went about to diſcover them. Vowbeit, now if thon 
wouldeſt take a vieu of the curiaſitie of thy Flemings, who il 
— yo nr mary TI he was * 

+ bet weene the bed and not long befo2c his laſt gaſp, 1 
oz ſoon after. Imagine my luſius that J alſo am about the ' | 
like, and doo pur poſe to leaue to our polteritis the table of | 
„es well imitated, if A maye ; as was that 

which J traced fo2 the when thee was bat icke 
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f — of France. 
gither, lo we them vp and woꝛke in tapiſtrie the hilt: of 
dis time. Make thereloze the like vſe of this hiſtozie as I 


- withed ther to doo of the other : that is, either keep it in the 


( 


ſtudie. 02 if thou thinkeft gogh.iunpart it nta thy freends, 
fox mine owne parte J waits if onelye but len thee and 


me. © | 


' who without inlpiration did fozeſhew that either the kung 


Any man might eaftlie deeme that the daiſtes-of te D. 
of Guixe, togither with that huge and tyꝛannical ambition 
that came into the wozld with him, could neuer perithe oz 
decay but with him, And where was he bencefoozth to c 
rect his pillers and tearms, hauing ſo ſhamefallie expelled 
dis king ont ol the Capitall Cittioof bis reakns. But in 
troth there was none of his partakors but could euen then 
obieit vnto him, that at his paCage/oner-that Riner Rubi- 
con, he was to haue done either moꝛe oz leſſe :the French, 
eſpetyallyt the Hobilitie, reſling ſo ſoꝛe offended at the 
repꝛoch of they; kinge; that a (mall matter woulde haus 
made the curtayne ſo badlie dzawne, to hane ſerued fo2 a 
ſpdunge to wipe ont whatſoeuer the coulo urs where with 
this cunning ſpirit had vntyll then ſhadowed the table of 
his life: yea and afterward there ſpꝛang vp many p2opbefs 


would rid his hanves-of the Dake,oz the Duke would dyſ⸗ 
patch ths king: fo2 that ſo great a wound could be cloſed vp 
againe ther was neither likethoodno7 hoye. | 
The dape of Barticades then was indeede the inſtru · 
ment that fixed the vttermoſt barre and bounde of all thys 
great Dukes enterpziſes : foz ſince that daye whatſocuer 
be did was doone withsut fo:eſight,guided without iudge· 
ment, and finally had a moſt miſerable end. This woztby 
wozke perfourmed,wheras having once dzawn his [wozd 
againſt his maiſter, wiſedome weulde acco2ding to the 
p2ouerbe, that he ſhould haue caſt the ſcabberd into the ri- 
ner, he cantrariwiſe in maner repented himſelfe;and was 
perſwaded by ſome other meanes to compaſſe his deſirs 
of the laſt king He who by open act had already att aynd the 
bigbell => of gis ent erpaiſe, thʒugh bad counſel dipped ſun 
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Hop The now eftate of Frit 


denlie dolvne fo the loweſt, ans began agains le ſerke ont 
the olde gaber dine of auahoꝛitie ropall, togither with 


hope ol his great fanoar, thereby to recouer the See. 7 i 


whom he thought to be ſomewhat affended at his rene 7 


tion. But as God ſometimes taketh awaye the ſences ol 


man, fo did this ps2e ſouls bela ue, that a Þ ziitrs, though 
miut ed, might be reconciled: alſo that he ſhould nd ſome 
deuite to perſwade a Monarch fo reũgne his crowne: oz if 
de could not perſwado that; yet at the loaſt he might induce 
the commons to be læus that he had, leaſt men-ſhoulds any 

e, if with his owe con ſent de ſhould — 

wer boars ſome t eligisus heuſe. The king on the o- 
— ſide aſter this offence, conceiued an obſtinate and firm 
reſolution to bereucnged. And truely the great maiſter 
blow that afterward enſued, did euidentlie declare hows 
God dallyeth with the purpoſes of menne, peaof the terye 
mightieſt and befoze they be aware, rcaerlvth them ſarre 
from their imaginations. 

The pooze clock laboureſhj even fo2 life with his feeble 
wheclesto attaine fo his hoare, andbaningq atchieued the 
verry point, behold the maiſter with the ende of his lyttls 
anger returnety it back to the deris extremitie of his cirtle, 
and euen ſo is it with mi. The kingbethinketh him to a(- 
fembte-yis effates, weening among them to be of credyte 
ſufficient to baut kun la ot of the Duke of Guize.. The 

et moꝛe bnadniſed, ſeemeth to craue the ſame, thin · 


Nuke vet 
king fo2 dis part among thoſe deputies to find fauo2 inough 


the other pavve as bags haone- The one was within 
two inches of falling into the pit that he had digged fo; his 


2 even fo; his enimie J ſay, whom he pzcuented but 
Co be ſhozk, vatill Cod had pzoncunced bis de- 
eee neither the ane noz the other was a- 
F who ſuoulde firſt 


qreat tree the Duke of Guize once — 
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to wzelt the ſcepter from his king. The ons was detciued, 
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e. naked: and bndoubtedlie, as 3 haus elſewhere ſayd,him 
3 (clic ouly was the whole league: himſelfe only bare moꝛe 
partes ot greatneſſe then all the other partakers togither: 
dio that bad the late king bene reſolued to perfece his buſts 
„ nelle, and not to leaue thinges at halfes, atcozding to his 
tuſtome, and within two houres after this cffec had take 
bis hoꝛſſe and added his pzeſence and power to the terrour 
ofthe leagued townes, pet aſtoniſhed at this great accy- 
dent, it is likely he migbt haue eſchewed the michap wher- - 
in he was ace infangled But Cod whoe bad ſmiled at 
te vaine enterpꝛiles of , when their turne came, 
laughed alſo to (cozne ſachremedies as the other had p39-- 
ulded, | +4 | j 
T bis P2ince, who other wiſe wanted neither courage, 
J no; indgement, did no (@ner ſe that his enemie dead, but 
by and by hee belceued he had no moze ennemies in the 
wo21d, and indeed it is molt certaine, that among his fami- 
liers he gaue — theſc ſpeeches. This day am 1 king, and 
ret contrariwiſe tuen the ſame day bee began not to be lo, 
Thigcoulidenc him lo careleſly to go about his bu · 
| uneſſs that be let # Deg, ee 
had he but onely ſhewed himſelf. Ye ſuffered the Duke of 
Mayne to returne and ſtrengthen humſelfe both with men 
and meanes : hte laughed at thoſe whicho; v2ged him 
with ſped, tu ſeud lan the army he had in Poyrou : he was 
offended with ſuche as counſelled him at the ſame time to 
ple the king that nowe lineth togither with the power of 
thole cf the religion. | _ | 
Finally he ſo contemned all their helpes (which neuer 
| thelege within one moneth after he was conſtrained to bie 
[ that within ire weekes, hee found himſclfe reſtrained 
| the kingdome ol Tours,Bloys & Baugency ouly . In li 


ARE 


anner as the murder of the dictator Cæſar ſerned fo; 
v2etence to Antony and Auguſtus to ouerthzowe the 
maine commonwealth : Or whome the one beſoze was 
lo lmall eſtimation that tut y made a conſcience to kil hymn 
with cæſar. t the other ho was Cx ſars ep i, had 2 
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— kate of a pags, ſo farre was hes froth inif , 
truſt of hauing in hand ſach meanes as he afterward found 
to ſubdue both his companions, bis enemies and the liberty 
of e Romaines: tuen ſo the Duke of Mayne, togither 
the remnant of the houſe of Lorrayne, whom men 
would not haue thought, during b dune of Guizes life not 
to haue bene capable of ſo much as one village, oz to haut 
been able to diſquiet the ſuburbes of a done-cote, did after 
the blowe finde thoſe people (whome the elder b;other had 
jj longe befoze ſutficientlye pzepared vn to ſedition) ſo rea- 
ö die to riſe, ſo grounded in diſobedience: the pozer ſozt,and 
the moſt ner die / who al waies do make the greateſt number 
in mutinie s) ſo haſty of the ſpoyle of the wiſeſt and richeſt, 
that with a trice vpon this lackneſſe,and bad pꝛottedinges 
of the king, all France generally renolted . Andthus wee 
 (& what became of doing things to halſe: a fault that few 

Pꝛinces do euer eſcape. Thus even at once, all France in 

maner being riſen againſt him, hee was in the end in that 

vncertaintie (all other helpes fayling him) fozced to tal in 
his bꝛother the king of Nauarre, who nowe teigneth after 
dim: But ſo late that the others buſineſſe were ſo well 
knit and ſetled, that there re ſted no way to bzeake them 
but by fozce. Pet muſt J indenoar, in w2iting this parcel 
efour hiſtozie, to ſhew to ſuch as ſhall come after vs ſuch 
thinges as ſeeme moſt notable in this great accident. Tne- 
rie man thinketh that the ſunne was neuer ſo faire as that 
day that he ſceth it ſhine ; and we referre all adnentures in 
the woꝛlde to our ſelues, and doe belitue that whatſocner 
was done in fozmer ages, was neuer wzought but fo; 
ours, as if God had neuer beene wiſe, cireumſpec, woon · 
derfull and iealous of his gloꝛy but now. This is an erroz, 
pet doe J confeffe , that being tainted with this common 
erro2, my (elfe cannot chuſe but beleeue that this great, in- 
compzchenfible and incuitable effence of eſences,this ſpi- 
rite eternally wozking,and working onely fo; his glozie, 
hath vouchſafed in our daies toſhew moꝛt viſible, mozre- 


nident and moze notable tokens N dein e 
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* eee Francs? 
himſelfe, the God of vengeance, and ſaith that ve 
is his onely: Oh what titles? who is there that bet! 
then he kno weth how without paſſion 02 affection to 
to euery man actoꝛding to his deſert, to ſome gocd, to 
euill : who but he is able to lengthen the reignes of the 
time cf patience, and to miniſter waight to the Iron thoe 
rough the length ol the coꝛdes. Me ſilly men doc actcompt 
the intereſt of our money accoꝛding to the time that wee 
bane lent it foz, and ſo doth he recken the vſurie of his 
puniſhments after the delaies that he hath vſed in fe 
them, ſuch as lo ſocne as they bane offended, doe feele 
rod doe ſeape good che ape, but hee that laugheih at his fo2+ 
bearance, and watcheth without mart, (hall befoze hys 
de ith ind himſeike charged with great arreace zes Theſe 
thirtie pres long h ue ſome part oi France exclaimed vy- 
on the houſs of Guile, yea euen beſoze anie ſuſpitionof a 

t 


bellion hadpoTeCed the French nations hearts The la 


king Hency, the ſecond p2ophecied thus much. I Hat ii 
houſe of Guile ſhould ſtrip his children into their dou 


lets, and his people into their ſhirts, How long hang i 


Wh litle childzen ſang this ſong : Who hath not hea d of th 


p2opheſie of Meſail Aubry, pztated in the yeere 1 5 60 
When Lorraine hoſen ſnalbe ioyned to french doublets; 
great will be the troubles of the points thai mall tie wie 
together. Whois igno2ant of the notes found abaut Ad 
uocate Dauid, who was taken in þ peer 1 577.Yee 02 
bath not knowne that the houſe of Lorraine clatmeth to 
deſcended of the ſtocke of Charlemayne , and pꝛetendet 
Antiquum exſcindere regnurn, & magna gentem dedu 
ctam rege Capetot᷑ This hath been pꝛoclaimed thzou 
France, at theleafl theſe 25. yeares, and pet ſo good 
their foztune dntothe end, that cuen vatilithe verie 
tremitie-neitherkinges noꝛ pecple could be bzought to 
leene it: ſo that contrariwiſe they were the kingestr 
lexuantes, who opon their garmentes woze the true wh 
trade, much moze ſaithtall then the Bourbons flower 
luce. MAhen the late Prince of Conde was lain? , 
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The now eſtate of France. 4 
(aid the Cardinall of Lorrain ts king Charles: You ſhould 
haue your health well this morning; for you haue loſt a 
great deale of your bad bloud. In their houſes there was 
no ſpeech but of the kinges ſecuice of fidelitie: to the king: 
One God,one king : one faith, onelaw, This was their 
poeſie. here was nothing ſpoke of but of deteſting of theſe 
herefickes that ſeizſed vpon the kings treaſures, that toe 
bis towns, that revelled:that lifted vp their parritide wea- 
pons againſt the mateſtie of the father ofthe country, To 
be bziefe, of thee wozdes,one was euer, The king or hys 
ſeruice. Bea which is moze: Foztune aſſiſting their famely, 
made their deathes as populer and notable as their lines. 
One was llaine befoze Orleans: another beſoze Rochell: 
one was (laine in a ſkirmiſh, another im a battell, and ano- 
ther was belleged in ſome fozt, and all ofa meere defire to 
feruethe king, as it hath very well ance appeared. Bet in 
the meane time about this quarrell, in 3. pres ſpacethey 
haue found meanes to rid away manie that were annoy- 
ance vnto them, and mokte ſabtilly to caſt the hatredot᷑ the 
people, and the rep2och of the offence vponthole that neuer 
thought thereof. Oh hipocrites, vou thought belike to haut 
dete autd God, but now ſhall vou ſe howe hee can requits 
you: pou had the aduantage of thoſe of the religion, who op- 
p2elled by pour violence and cruelties, took armes t ſome - 
times ſtirred vp ctuill wartes in France : yea vou had a 

barre and aduantage ouer them. F02 there is no vic. 

No crueltie, no tyꝛannie, neither any occaſion hat- 
ſoeuer, that can excuſe a ſabiectes rebellion , oz iuftifie the 
kfting vp his weapon againft his pzince. Andindeed albeit 
th:oughout the whole courſe of their warres they neuer 
quarrelted foz the power and authozitte oftheir kinges ea 
and albeit alwaics by their obedience, ſabiniſton and fas 
ciliky they gaue euident p2oof,that their hearts wer not ſet 
vpon any bad meanings. Alio that neceſſity rather then any 
voluntarie deſtre did compell them. yet hath Eod neuer 
bleſled their battailes, but (ill they haue been beaten, 
ſed and auercome both Ir Aa vatill 
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| Thenow eſtate of France: 
af late, that your conſpiracie hath iuſtifled their defence, 
and the title of the crowns beeing tonioyned with tte 
cauſe of religion, bath in reſpec thereef, ſhewed 
weapons to be lawfull in the bandes of the chiefeſt 
and p2incipall magiſtrate of the realme , who — 
manded them. Let vs thereloꝛe beginne at the beginning, 
and conſider the canfozmitie of your biftozie with theirs. 
They had at the leaſt ſame culo; in their rifing : fo2 they 
were burned,they were baniſhed, they were dziucn away: 
and what (ay vou, ſhew vs J pꝛaꝝ you the firlt title of your 
league publiſhed in the peere 1577, and in the pers 1585. 
baue you anie like accaſton? They alwaies acknowledged 
their P;zince, and did neuer aſſault him, (ay you as much: 
bndoubtedly no maze did you, Fo2 the Duke of Guize at 
the Barricados thought to haue tak# the king foz an other: 
bis quarreil was not to the king, and as foz ſuch matter as 
hath ſince fallen out vnder the Duke of Mayne, who de- 
nounced him vawoztby to raigne , who made vp his pꝛo- 
celle: who trayled bis armes along the ftrete : and finally 
who killed hum, we are not to ſtand vpon them: foz it was 
tuſt wꝛath that pzocured all this : ſhould you foz this loſe 
pour right ? Ho no, foz where befoze vou were the kinges 
ſeruants, pou are now become (eruants and lieuetenants 
to the Crowne. And is it not all one? Db ye bypocrites,if 
you were diſpoſed to grant the truth, the Huguenoteshad 
tough to quite you withall: yea Jam ſure that when they 
whome xou accuſed to ſeeke to ſeize vppon their kinges at 
Meaux and Amboiſe, ſhall in another wozlde haue beard 
dow you haue murdered yours : they will make boane- 
fires. Behold therfgze how God plucketh off your viſards: 
ſee how he laieth open the ſhame of finners : and ſurely if 
be would not fanoz the excuſable weapons of ſuch as 
cerned him neerer then you do. he can verie wel 

leben rar bore rvtios let | 


[Now to this argument, what bath happened, 


Gao hath yernu that they that accuſedothers'of fr. 
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The no eſtate of France, 
ſoit, are nowe condemned thereof themſelues: that they, 
who fallely bad nothing in their mouthes, but the kinges 
ſeruice, as traytoꝛs haue had his fie, and ſhedde his bloud 
with their murdering handes : that they who pzrached no- 
thing but obedience, and caſt others in the teeth with muti- 
nie and ſedition, are no we tainted with pꝛoclaiming of re- 
bellion, with inſtifping ol it, with pablicke pzopoundinrg, 
reſoluing, allowing, and authozifing, that it is lawful fo 
tbe French Nation to accompt themſelnes quit and diſ- 
charged of their oath of fidelitie , that they had ſwoꝛne ta 
their king: that they who condemned the taking of armes 
foz religion andlibertie of conſcience, haue armed tuen the 
Hermites, the Capuſſins, the moſt refozmed and ſtrialieſt 
9:dered Fryers, whom they haue made an example of res 
bellion to the people: that they who mainteined that men 
were to beare with the Pzince, were he enen a Pagan: 1 
who auowed that matter of religion was not lutficient to * 
withdzaw the ſublec from his due obedience to the Pagi- 0 
ſtrate: who therevpon alleaged the true examples of ſo 
manie ancient Chꝛiſtians, as lined vnder the heathen, yea 
euen ofthe 1,02dhumſelfe:, who gang vntoCz(ar that that 
was due vnto Cæſar, and ſaid that his kingdome was not 
of this wozld , who neuer appealed from an inũde ll iudgee 
who diſarined his legions of Angels,and with his pzohtbi- 
tion reſtrained them from troubling in anie point the o- 
bedience, vnder the which he vouchſafedto be bozne : that 
tuen they J ſay, baue taught the peaſantes hand to warre: 
baue put a ſpeare head vppon the end ot his goade : haue 
changed the Petwand into a Lance, the Pammer and the 
Anuile into armed Saddles: and ot a furious communattis 
haue furniſht a perfect armie againſt their country, againſt 
the lawes of their eſtate, and agaynſt their Soueraigne 
Magiſtrate. And why haus they done all this? foz feare * 
leaſt hereafter a pzeſumptineſncceCoz to the realme, an 
vucer taine beire ſhould alter the catholicke religion, and 
ſo in time to come the pzofeſfo2zs thereof , might incurre 
ſome perſecution , Js this all ä 
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ne no eſtate ot France, | 

No pe hypocrites, No,foz Ood, the gi eat God of vigeanee, 
pea even God bath vouchſafed that they who together 
with their fathers had committed ſo many murders in the 
woꝛlde, ſhould themſelues be murdered : that they who 
with a thouſand blows dad pierced an honozable old man, 
whom they had wounded, and bleeding, liuing, ſpeaking, 
and pet intreating they had caſt headlong out of a window, 
ſhoulde themſe lues peeld their ſtomackes to the dagger of 
reuenge, and be likewiſe caſt foo2th headlong : and what 
that they who had lighted vp ſo many tozches of dil- 
tenſion among vs, ſcattered abzoad ſomanie aſhes of the 
innocent, ſhoulde themſelues be burned and reduced into 
aſhes , leauing of them no moze after their deathes, but a 
pittifull remembzance. 

Now will J turne ouer the leafe, and flaffer the king 
whome J\erue: : not to perſwade him as the Philoſopher 
did Alexander after the death of Clitus, That his good for- 
tune made all thinges lawfullfor him: But to ſhew hym 
that God hath euermoze bad ſuch a perticular. care ouer 
bim, as never king had ſuch apparan! teſtimontes of Gods 
—_— to the end himſeife may thereof gather a ton · 

on. 

Che ſe thirtie pers kings and their counſailo:s 
alwayes accuſed the of religion of all the ciuill 
warres , of all their diſcozdes, and of all theyz b;oples: 
whether rightly oz w2ongfully, 3 will not here defend, as 
one, who evermoze in minde haue abſerues this auncient 
andfatherlyerrour , that the Pzinces power p2oceveth of 
Gad, that his poke is from abaue , and ſo not to be caſt off 
vpon ame cauſe, pzetence 0; reaſon whatſoener- Pet thus 
much J mult ſay; that they of the Keligion, quar- 
relled fo2 the authozitie topall: that they eu ten- 
dered readic obedience : that they neuer alleadged Com- 
mon wealth, 02:refozmation. of the Eſtate, as matter 
not concerning them, albeit there were among them 
ſome Pzincesof the bloud: yea and of the chiefeſt whom 
A hadde better teſvmed then the houſe of Lorrayne. 


Yea 
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Pea they, ſo ſone as there — care taken of 
their conſciences, did iminediatlie caſt off their white caſs 
ſocks, they ſent backe their armies: they rendered they2 
townes: they returned without miſtruſte to their houſes 
and thence the next day to the court, there ſimplytohaug 
their thzoate* cut, In the end God would no longer ſuffer 
this mpticitie to be thus ſlandered bat ſatiſficd with þ pu⸗ 
niſhments which himſelfe had inflicted vppon them fo2 ta- 
king armes againſte his annointed (though peradnenture 
iuſtlie) be would no langer ſuffer the tytle and blemiſhe of 
rebellion wꝛongkully to be layd vpon them. Andalbeit in 
reſpec of the kinges againſt whom they bad riſen; hes had 
by lundzy teſtimonies condemned their enter paiſe, vet did 
he ercuſe them in reſpect ofthe reſt, who kindled the fire in 
the Pzinces eares, and who being a hundzed times mo2e 
wicked, moze ambitions,and mo2e rebellious, did wꝛong⸗ 
fullie oppꝛeſſe them. Particularlie J maye ſpeake it and 
the effects haue reuealed it, vnd J doo verelie belæue that 
the perſon of the pzincs whom they had among them, was 
moſt deare vnto him, whoſe handes vndoubtedlit hes had 
conſecrated to bſe after ward in ſome greater wozke. 

After manie warres ther foꝛe, to the pzofeſfozs of the re- 
ligion vnfoztunate, the late king laſte deceaſed, did in the 
end grant them peace in his realme, inthe yeare 1 576-vp- 
an certaine conditions, which he neuer altred unte. Pea, 
it may be ſaid, that this was the laſt veare. wherein God 
viſited them, and bouchſafed covering thkir fanltes, to re- 
ueale the offences of their enimics . F02thenert yeare, 
1 577-did the Duke of Guizc laye the firſte foundations of 
the league, and then beganne alſo the pzince and his moſte 
faithfull ſeruantes to perceing the purpoſes and d2ifts of 
thisrace, ſooften publiſhed t pzoclaimed by the trum pets 
of the Huguenotian Callanders, but neuer credited vntyll 
then. 
Peace continued a while, neither was it interrupted 
but a little inthe peares 78. and 80. which was but a (nal 
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light whereofit euidentlie appeared, how loath they ofthe 
religion were to ſtir: and indeed the chiefeft and ſtrongeſt 
part of them, neuer tooke atmes any of both thele tymes. 
Finallie, peace was agains reſolued vpon, confirmed any 
fallic, and bniuerſallie concluded in the peare 1581. Pra, 
there was alreadie almoſt none in the Kealme but imagt- 
ned all feare to be ouer on that ſide, when behold the ſtoꝛzm 
and mutinte appeared from another : pet was not this e · 


nough with Gad who neuer vooth any thing to halues, fo: 


de vouchſafed that they ſhould now be iuſtiſied as allo hee 
was reſolued to tondemne the bypocrilie of the others, 

Tell, nowe commeth on the peare 85. wherein impa⸗ 
tiencie ofattendance ſurpziſed the ſpirite of the Duke of 
Gaize, a man patient enough in all other things except in 
attent of a kingdome. France was not pet in perfect peace, 
but a ſleepe: and Marriners doaffirme that great calmes 
are fo2 the moft part pꝛognoſtications of as great ſtoꝛmes. 
They of the religion had faꝛgotten tuen all mifruſt : the 
ancienteſt of their captaines planted and laboured they 
wearp of French deniles furned 
their enterp2iſes to Spaine : the townes by peace reduced 
to the authozitie royall , were freed from all magiſtrates 
repugnant to their Ringes: and all this alteration was 
b:ought to paſſe in flue yeares on:ie: and all this did God 
expꝛeſlelie bzing to paſſe to the envinſo great cleatneſſe of 
time all the wol might ealiie perceiue from whence the 
firſt cloud ſhould ariſe. 

Dn a fadden in the middeſt of all this publike franquili- 
tie was there deſcried a lothſome t hozrible conſpiracie 
th;oughout the whole Kealme , contrined by the honfe of 
Lorraine, And to take from them all excuſe, there was 
neither iniurie noz manifeſt offence that dziue them heere · 
to. So that among all aduantages that wee haue again 
them, and among all the chiele defaultes deſcried in theyz 
affaires, we maſt necdes (aye that thep couldncuer finds 
any one cauſe wozthy their diſcontentment , but contrarys 
wiſe , who ſo hall ſake out the truth, ſhall finde it moſtg 
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wanttull They were not per lecnted ithey wert ndl bur. 
ned: there was no\ſpeechofbaniſhment oz pzoſcription : (a 
as we may ſe the differences betwerne the wbzks of Go 
and the freble imitations of his enimie. Al that the one do: h 
is full of juſtice, foundation and reaſon, the other contrari⸗ 
wile, in all his effects wantethall thꝛee Whoe armed the 
bouſe of Lorrayne this yeare? themſclues doo not pet know 
and the greateſt wozke they had at the ir fir ſt reconciliation 
was to imagine, how with any colour to complaine. Foz 
as fo; religion it was not pet in place, neyther did they take 
it but foz wantofa better pzetente. And to alledge the re⸗ 
fozmation ofthe Realme, as afterward they did: wherein 
could they ground it ? fo2 they ought firſt to haue begun at 
themlelues, who into their familie had gotten the abſtran 
of all the diſozders of the eſtate: the examples of the ſale of 
all ſoztes of offices, of vnreaſonable giftes, of wꝛongefull 
confiſcations, of eccleſiaſticall pzomotions vn woꝛthily con- 
ferred. To bee biete, of all the calamities that map bee 
complained of in acozrupted Realme; the titles refted in 
their familie. 
All this notwithanding, whether by right oz by wꝛong, 
armes muſt bee leuied againf the laſt kinge, the pointes 
whereof as well as the pꝛetente they did in the end conuert 
againlt this. But ſo groſlie and with ſo euident trecherie, 
that all men might ſ@, that it was not becauſe be was a 
Huguenot, but log that he might hereafter happen to bee 
king : ſo p this ente rpꝛile did not only reucale the very bots 
tomes of the hearts of the Guizians, but alſo did wholy ex- 
cuſe whatſoener the fozmer faults of the Huguenors, caus 
fing men to thinke that oftentimes befoze they had reaſon 
to looke fo themſelues, and ſo often vpon the argument of 
miſtruſt to take weapon, | 
At the lame time alſo, God who as J baue ſapd, had al- 
waies a particular care of the king now liuing, did myr a- 
culouflie alliſt him with a diſcreet reſolution, the wbiche J 
doo the moze truelie confeſſe to haue p2oc@ded from God, 
fo; that Jknoweit to bee farre from his nature, 8 
2 4 
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with the deftre cf all ſuch as were at that time about hint. 
Fo2 if at the very time when theſe troubles of the Guizes 
began, be what th:ough tour age and youth, bad ſtrait mais 
had recourſe to his weapons wherto the befence of his king 
t bimſclfc miniſtred argument ſufficient, who cenld haut 
perſwaded the king of Sweden andathers , that in all theſe 
tarmoiles tbe king of Navarre and the Huguenots fo long 
time ſlandered with the blame of all the cinil warres, were 
altogither innocent of this ſeditton ? who could tuftli2 in ſo 
ſuoden taking of armes, diſtinguich which of theſe parties 
firlt began ? The offers that be erbibited to the king did te⸗ 
ſtifie to all Chꝛiſtendome how truelpe bee was defirous to 
ſcrue him: his patience in the middeſt of his enimies wea- 
pons, how hardlte he tooke the miſeries of his countrep, and 
finalliz the reſolution of both the other factions, fo oncrrun 
him only, being vnarmed, naked, ſurpzized, comming as a 
maa ſhould lap to offer himlelfe to his maiſter, and to ſave 
vnto him Heere Iam, and then by his commandement re- 

turning home in his doublet and bis hoſe bnder the allu - 
rance of publique faith and pꝛomile: all this togither my- 
niſtred ſuch a light of his innacencie, and became ſuche a 
| hart-bzeaking to God and man, that all Europe could not 
f but convemne this treaſon. | 
| What followed heerebpon? God wozketh. 


halues : where he ſendeth bis bleſſing, th no- 

thing, It is not after the manner of theſe pettie Pzinces of 

the wonld who giue goods but na honour : if both the one 
and the other. vet neither 


health no2 life. This poonge 
F ature cnenCombicrmie noght bpin labour, had by 
| dis fathcrs death bane fufficiently pꝛepared againſt dome- 
| ficall afflictions ; by the old Amyrali Chaſtillions 
ling, m{ructed fo the warre :by the loſſe of ſundzie battels 
wherein (though poong) de was pꝛeſent, accuſtomed and 
taught the diuers accidents of Foztune, yet would not all 
this ſuffice. Df all that was paſſed he was but a woke on, 
bimſelfe had as pet done nothing. 
K Znth can de bjough him tothe ite, wher hoop 
e 
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poſed no (mal champions againſt him: he trieth him againſt 
mightie ſtrong wꝛaſtler s, yet dooth he ſo huſband him, that 
you would haue ſayd that whatſoeuer was doonein the firſt 
peares of his warres was but an aſſaie , a pꝛeamble: al ſo 
that by little and little gining him the glozie ol manic petty 
combats, be would not neuertheleſſe there hazzarde him, 
whom he reſerued to greater matters. After this all ths 
warre was denounced againſt him, and the enents of fourg 
yeares pꝛocured that he againſt whome one part of Chi- 
ſtendome had conſpired, whoe already was by the others 
judged to be loſt, wept and bewailed, dooth not onely re⸗ 
aft and defend himſelfe, but maketh ſo honourable defence 
that be remainefh maiſter in divers combats, he couragt- 
ouſlie keepeth fifty houldes , bs winneth a great vattell, 
and at the departure reſteth in reputation one of the grea- ia 
telf Capteines in Europe. 
Then happeneththe great criffs of this Lotharingian 
ſickneſle at the eſtates at Bloys, whers God (pake earneft- 
lie fd; him. Pan doth there allemble to make his p;ocefſs 
and out of all cozners of France are there choſen, not depu⸗ 
ties of the eſtates with their quicrs, but accuſers with in- 
fozmations againſt him : but God will iudge the p2ocefle, 
beginning fir{ with the condemnation and execution of the 
others, and then by the effects gineth ſentence foʒ the inno- 
ceucieofthis mn, enen when de thought leaſt of it: when 
after the lofſe ofhis great ſoꝛren armie he was at Rochell, 
vtterlie vnp2ouided of all humaine meanes to reſiffe ths 
ſto:me where with the cloud at Bloys thzeatned him. Gon 
caſt his ties vpon him and by an accident neither fearednoz 
hoped foz, no2 pꝛeuented, did vtterlie ſubuert his enemyeg 
veuiſ:s. Neyther was this all, io: to the end to make per· 
let the account, the king who of weakeneſſe was fo2cev to 
warre againſt him, by a greater andmoze liuety neceſſitis 
is now dziuen in the view and knowledge at all France, tg 
capitulate with him and to call him to his helpe and ſeraice, 
fo taretuil is God euen in the leaf matters, to ſatiffe all 
thoaffecons of this pꝛince. Thusinthetwinktingofan 
KOT eie 
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eie ſuch as hated hin, doo lous him: ſach as hadde purſued 
him do make much of him: and ſuche as dad dziaen him a- 
waie, doo reuoke him. He hauing beenc hated, purſued and 
dzinen away, af his bzothers firſt wozd returneth : caſtery 
þim [cife groueling at his fert: calleth to his ſervice as ma- 
nie as he can, in ſuch ſozt that euen ta the extremities of all 
Chꝛiſtendome it was knowne, that hee was at the kinges 
deuotion leading of his Auantgard, befoze that in Fraunce, 
the meanes of their reconciliation was beard of. 

Hohe concerning all that paſſed after the two kinges 
were togither : how God bleſſed their actions: how the late 
king of a man ſhut bp in his Cittie of Tours, became in a 
moment maiſter of the field and dꝛiue his enimies enen in 
to their hold, J will not here particulariſe, bicauſe the ho- 
nour thereof is due generallie to all the French Nobllitie, 
as well as to the king now raigning. Pet will J ſay that 
ſo often as he ſhall call to mind what happened hun beſoꝛe 
be was king, if he bo weth not the kners both of his hart and 
bodie,and doth not auow that he is as highlye bound vnto 
God as euer was pzince, he is the moſt vnthankefull that 
cuer ſwaied ſcepter , Againe , if the late kinge befoze his 
death had not called him into his ſeruice and ſo iuſtiſted his 
innocencie:if by the offyces hee commytted to his charge, 
be had not appꝛoued his degre and calling in the ſight of all 
the Lo20s of France: if by his laſt ſp&ches he had not com- 
mended vnto him, both his people i the put ſuit of dis death, 
how could ſo many nations haue byn bzought to conſent: ſo 
many Pzinces #192ds to receius him, ot whõ the molt part 
a while befoze at the command of their late ꝙ had follows 
ed the wars againſt him. Jf God had not (uffred the late R. 
fo come to ſuch an end : to be murdered by a fr ver ha 
tould bane taken outofthe heartes of ſtraungers, and the 


/ - mouthes of his ennemies , the ſuſpition and blams ofbys 


deathe ? I this man had not at the ſame inſtant beene in 
place,aſifted with the chiefe Pagilkrates of the realm:and 
accompanied with that great armie which artiued but two 
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waightie a ſcepter? what armes had hee had, wherewith to 
litt vp this fallen crowne, and to ſet it vpon his own head? 
All Chziſtendom almoſt oppoſed themlelues againſt him: 
the N. of Spayn foz his intereſt : the Pope los his: the houſe 
of Lorrain foz theirs : almoſt al the neighbors, al the ſubs 
iectes. Upon the only feare heerof, had they ſo long warred 
againſt him: had they caſt foozth their excommanications, 
their thundet boltes, their tenſures againft him. They had 
4 pꝛocured the eftates, the Pzinces , yea the king himlelfe 
| to ſpeake againſt bim: they had made fundamentall laws, 
not to ered, but to reuerſe the foundations of an eſtate: and 
all to hurt him: all by maine fozce : (It was Gods will, 
that ſo he might ſhe we his power : ) Aſter they had waſted 
bis men and meanes : after they had bzoken him a great 
fszraine armie : after they had deiuen him into a cozner of 
the realm, and accuſed and entangled him, there wore nons 
but ſuch as were accompted deſperate , that dutſt anouch 
bim to be their maiſter . All the realme aſſembled to con- 
demne him, to plucke from him not the inberitancs, but 
even all hope of ſucceſſion, which yet was farre enough 
from him. Then did the Ponarck of Ponarcks pzoclaim, 
It ſhall not beſo, ye hypocrites, yeſhall not deceiue me: 
ye accuſe, ye purſue the innocent: But your ſelues ſhall 
periſh firſt, and I will abſolue him : I will iuſtiſie him: L 
will call him againe : and in deſpite of your indeuours, I 
will crowne him king in the face of the whole realme, 
euen before the capitall tow ne. 


lelle: foz if thou canſt well conſider of err 
of thine, no not ſo mach as thoſe humgine meanes, which 
God hath erpꝛelly put into the hands of others, to the end 
thou michtelt beware of vaine attributing of any thing to 
thy lelle: but that thou ſhouldeſt aduom him, of whome 
thou haſt receaued theſe benefits, ta be able ia thee ta finiſh 
his wozke,in caſe thy fo:getfulneſſe take not from him his 
deſire, and that of a veſſell of election, whereto hee hath 
< | 2 n 
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4 of ſtinking ſauvur in his ight. But le how thele ſpeechts 
1 wherein there is entermingled (ome deninitie , dos manig 
M | times carit vs awaie, as alſo it is almoſt vnpoſſible , but 


that in ſpeaking thereof, wee ſhouldincurce ſome extafie, 
{ not farre different from paſſion; Bat J will returne to my 
( matter, luſtus. Noweam J greatly troubled in going a» 
bout to teach thee what France is. When 1 laſt wzit vnto 
( ther, her ſubſtance albeit rotten, coꝛrupt, and canker eaten, 
* did nenertheleſſe ſubliſt: foz the oʒder of a kingdome, which 
4 was the faſhion, did yet hold, and the one vnited with the o- 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


ther, did ſuppoꝛt that ſicke bodie . But ſoone after enſued 
this hoꝛrible reuolt, whereby openly in molt pzoninces of 
the realme,and in the beſt townes, they ſhook off the poke 
of the ſoueraigne Pagiltrat, whole lacred perſon.was im- 
mediately after violated. Out of this execrable part icide 
ſp;ong confuſton in all places. Iuſtice the chiefe bzanch 
of authozitie royall , did wither away ſo ſoone as ſhee had 
loft the ſtrength of her locke: Then might vou lie aul- 
ter againſt aulter,Diademe againſt Diademe, parliament 
againſt parliament : The treaſure, the finewes of all e- 
f ſtates, tcaight dꝛied vp : foz the channels wheroby they 
| vled to runne, were bzoken with this violence, and the 
ſpꝛing ſcattered abꝛoad, ſome here and ſome there, Mea⸗ 
| pons vniuerſally couered the whole realme . All other oc- 
| cupations,al other funions;al other exerciſes ceaſed,only 
| the ſouldiers pꝛokeſlion continewed . Theſe were the talk 
galpes of France: then her naturallfozce failing her: her 
| blond eg variching: we were amazed to ſ het 
members in lie wol their 
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degin to wing, and ly ꝛinke, and to become doꝛrible ſtiſte: 
fo; thete he lol both litr and ſhapes. Nowe ſo long as the 
vnde ider do ue, wee neuer conſiverthinges but in they; 
fall rA they doe dilſolas into their 
|| firft ſabFttirier, and that is a ligne that there is no moꝛe 
lite. Enen id the att haning loſt her ſhape, which made 

her to he, is returned into the pꝛinciples whereof ſhe was 

compoſed= A moſt euident token that now ſhe is not. All 
— NN 
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eozruptis is the beginning of regeneration : of the Bull is 
is ingendzed the Bee : of the Poſe, Waſpes:of Pans car- 
tion a Serpent: but befoze this generation bee w2ought, 
what name ſhall we giue fo our carrions? Dur realme a- 
las, bath loſt her life :ſhe is no longer a realme among ſuch 
as haue caſt off authozitie ropall. Howe ſhall wee then call 
her in the meane time, while out of this goodly Coloſſos 
there bee bzed ſome pettie monſter of Commonwealth, 
ſome Canton, ſome bayliwike , ſome Griſons league, 03 
ſome ſach like matter? Iuſtus thou touldeſt hardly with. 
cut teares behold thy fathers bodie ſtretehed vppon a 
t ble: but if thy ſelfe ſhouldeſt be fazced to be the Annato- 
* iſt, and with thy owne handes with a raſoz to open his 
nanckes, and ſhe los heere theheart, there the liuer, then 
he kidniss, the pappes, the milts, the inwards ec.and af- 
er his death to ſecke there the cauſes of his ſickenefe, ob 
my luſtus what wouldeſt thou dog : Imagine then in this 
woekull diſcourſe, Jam now to celebꝛate the like funerals 
to my mother. 

The kingdome of France euen from the time that hiffo- 
ries doe firſt make mention thereof , is compoſed of two 
parties: the Pzince,and the Subieces. The perſon of the 
pꝛince ſole and onely, bearing in himſelfe. and vppon him- 
ſeife his authozitie , which hee receiueth by lawfull ſuc⸗ 
ceſſion from his pzedeccfſo2; and comming to his kingdom 
is not bound to anie condition, but tothe Salicke law only. 
and may not be either choſen , diſpoſſeſſed, oꝛ controlled: 
neither bath hee anie companion in his ſoue raignetie, o2 
indge of his gouernment . And indeede J thinke him the 
chiefe P2ince inthe wozlde: that in his titles map vſe this 
phꝛaſe. By the grace of God, king. Not onely fo; that hee 
ts not bond to ante fo2 his realme, but to himſclfe oncly: 

bat alſo becauſe that hitherto I do not thinks, that euer 
there was anie ſtatemoze abſolute, moze/firme, oz most 
repꝛeſenting the ſonereigne paincipalitie of Oo. 
The ſubiectes are compoſed of th:ee ſeuerall ſoꝛtes of 
men; FirſkoftheClergie, who — reſpect ol 1 
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that they haue to be emploied in the ſeruice of God do faks 
the ficlt place: of the Nobilitie; who enioy the honours, dig⸗ 


nes, offices, fees, and places of Juſtice 'thzoughout the 


realme, and inreſped of all theſe qualities, haue their per- 
ticulet oath of fivelitie to the king, acknowledging no other 
but him oncly and umply, and without any partaker:theſe 
do hold a ſeuerall bodie in the eſtate , admitting none a- 
mong them, vnleCle in deede oz reputation bee bs of their 
coate:and finally of the commons, among whame are com- 
pꝛehended the dwellers,aſwell in the countries as in wal · 
led townes, Parchantes, Burgeſſes, Artificers and all g- 
ther the countrey people. 

Tie Clergis as ſubiectes haue alwaies acknowledged 
after a ſozt the magiſtrats but as pzieſts:fo2 albeit theipzin 
tes haue euermoze extreamely fauoured them, yet haue 
they al waies had ſome backe doze , and willingly bad an 
ele to their high Pꝛieſt, and as ſubicaes to him they haue 
bꝛought in this abuſe, (an abuſe indeede it may well bes 
called, howe ancient ſocuer it be) that in criminall cauſes 
the ozdinary iur iſdiction ſhould haue no power oner them, 
andſo haue made themſelues the roddes wherewith they 
will be puniſhed when they doe amiſſe : vet in France this 


oꝛ det doth moze acknowledge their king then in any other 


pꝛouince in the wozld:yea and hath perticuler pꝛiuiledges 
attributed to the French Church againſt the popes authc- 
ritie, ofthe which our kinges are perpetuall pzoteco2s. 
Dur kinges haue the nominations to all benefices voyd 
whatſocuer, which the Popes are bound to follow: Dur 
kings do by their officers tudge in ſoucraigntie in caces of 
of eccleſtaſticall goodes ; And many offences 
there be, the notice whereof by the Canons is receaued 
from the ſeculer judge : which not withſtanding in France 
we baue reduced to the tribunall of the o2dinarie offices of 
the realme : yet can it not be ſaid that this oꝛder is indiſſo- 
lublꝝ tied to the monarchie , either that parely and abſo- 
lu elp it dependeth vyon (he king. 

ye Commons in our France is that part my" 
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The now eſtate of France. 
moll oppꝛeſled and [eaſt eſfeemed, which hathmo@ wealth 
fo; others, and leaſt'honour and libertie ſoz it ſelſe. It is 
vnder the ſoneraigntie not of the King onelp, but olſe of ma- 
nie Loꝛds both ot the Nobilifie and Cleargie, whoſe Toint- 
nion is oftentimes vnto them even rude enough, and pet 
bath it no remetie againſt them. Foz the Poble man and 
the Pꝛelate in reſpea of their callings,haning nerer acteſſe 
to the Pzince, are fill in greater fauour then it. This e- 
fate is the moſt populons of all, andmight be the richeff, 
if men would take leſſe vpon them. 

But receiuing nothing of the King, it is certaine that it 

is not altogither of ſuch intereft with the eftate royall as 
tze ChnrchandmuchleC@then the Nobilitie, Foz contra- 
riwiſe the Nobilitie is the piller of the monarchie : the 
kings right arme. the pzop of his ſtepter, the ſtrength and 
honour of the Realme, and the fay:cff flower of the eſtate 
The Nobilitie acknowledge none but the king onely, ney⸗ 
| ther doo our Pzinces take their oziginall from the Clergie 
82 Chmonaltie, but frem the onely Nobilitie whereof them 
ſelues are the firſt gentlemen. This eſtate is leaft in num; 
ber of men and poozeſt of all the th: neyther dooth the 
P2ince take therof any moze then the ſernice ofthe ſwozd, 
wheras contrariwiſe he enricheth him elle — — 
of the other two. Ye pzeferrethit'befo)e the others, and 
bleth the ſeruice almoſt of no other, 

Upon this occaſion hane the Commons al waies enuied 
if, and thersfoze og the better defence of it when tyme 
might ſerue, it hath neceCarilie at all times fixed x fied it 
ſelfs tothe king, from whoſs ſleruice it ſleldome ſwarneth. 
But howſoeuer it be, although ſometimes it may haue a⸗ 
bandoned ſome pzinces perſon, yet will it neuer beare the 
eſfabliſhment of any other gouernment then the Ponar⸗ 
— 0 ay rw or, nes pd it ſeifs as the Do- 


of the people. 

Pe cum tad was nothings 
moz2e excellent to bee noted then the knitting togither of 
Dr ala” WP. 
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The now eſtate of France. 
it was hard to dæme to which of the thꝛe the P2zince was 
molt inclined, either which of them he rathereſt ſuppoztev. 
The Church attayned his loue though the bond of con(- 
cience, the ſtraighteſt bond in the woꝛ lo, ſo that the Pzince 
that feared God hononred them: the Atheiſt ſeared them, 
and the faudur of Ringes, ance Chriſtianitie tooke place, 
was neuer eſtranged from them, as appeareth by the ex 
frcaine wealth that they reaped though their pzinces libs 
ralities. The comons with their (wet nor iſhing their mais 
ters, had of neceitie a good countenance and a cherfull ; 
fa2 to ſpeake p2operlie, the King bath nothing in France 
but what the Commons giue him. The Nobility gineth 
bim nothing: the Clergic little, and that vnwillinglie:on- 
ly the Commons doo fill the conetous P2inccs eie and bys 
cofers: it furniſheth the pꝛodigall Pzinces expenſes : her- 
vppon albeit in retaple in court the gentleman oz Abbot 
ſhall oftentimes be bone out againſt the peaſaunt, yet in 
groſſe when tbe Nobilitic oz the Clergie oppoſed them- 
ſelues againſt the Commons, Jt was not alwates ſo. 

The Nobilitie, their @oucraignes minions : his com 
panions in France almoſt in all his actions, bis fo:ce , bys 
emminencie, the oꝛnament of his eſtate, reaped alwaies at 
his hands particular fauouts, and could neuer haue any ar- 
gument to complaine of his good countenance to the other 
t wo, whoſe ſubſkance was daintilie dzawen away to gine 
vato theſe . Pet is naf this all: fox the verye members 
bad ſuch mutuall intereſt among them ſelues, that as togi⸗ 
ther with theyz head the Nobles honoured the Clergie, 
and Food in need ol the Commons: ſo the Clergie reaped 
benefite of them both : and tho Commons, the fauour and 
p2otecion as well of the one as of the other, whereby 
neuer during the courſe of ſo manye Ages , did thers 
appeare ſuthe manifeſte ie louſie and deuiſion as name. 
Curſed therfoze be thou, whoſvener thou art, yeacurſed ut 
thy ſhadows, if thou bieſt dead, who haſt bꝛoken this god- 
iy vnion betweene the head and the members, and in lie w 
nen . accoʒ ding IW 
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ftrument not of pzeſeruation, but of ruine. Thoſe bꝛackes 
and portes that thou wilt make will neuer come to god, 
beleue ther who lilt , Well theſe were the richeſt pillers 
where v pon our temple was afoze time builded. Rows 
that it is plucked du mne, let vs ſ what maner of ſubſtan⸗ 
ces dhere are, and in whatſozt it is tallen. States that ay- 
mit alteration, if they be populer , are foz the moſte part 
changed into Bonarchies:if they de monarchall into popu⸗ 
ler. The reaſon is eaident : fo; thinges neuer change but 
into their contraries, otherwiſe there were no chaunge. 
Ko the commaundement of one, and of nfany are one op- 
polite to another. Pef do not ſay that all thinges different 
are contrarie : foz ſometimes from gouerument ropait 
men leap not ſtraight into the populer : neither from the 
populer into the Koyall: but there is a ſozt betwene both, 
As when in lie w that onely one did command, men ſoffer 
not ſfraightwaies matters to come to the liking of the 
whole multitude , but they chooſe (ome ſmall number ta 
command: 02 when in lie w. that the multitude did all, they 
reduce their cauſes into a ſmaller cbpanie. But howſoener 
it be, this I will vphold, that be that will chaunge the go- 
nernment royall, muſt of necellitie eſtabliſh the authozi- 
tie ol many, from whom in the end by like degre of change 
theydiſcendtoa whole commonaltie : and contrariwiſe, 
wholoeuer will reverſe a populer eſtate, mult firſt reduce 
the authoꝛitie to a few,and that few in the end to one only. 
Thus much moze muſt we ſay,that all ſeditions that euer 
ſpꝛong vp in any eſtate had this reſemblance,that the head 
was al waies one ofthe nobilitie, albeit the members wer 
of the body of the maltitude. The Commons is the wane, 
it is the furrow in the water capable to ſwell, and to bet 
dꝛiuen with the firſt winde that bloweth, and that o2vina- 
rily againſt it owne commoditie 3 
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The now eſtate of France. 
mained in the handes of the commons. The Commons 
bad all the authozitie. Cæſar endeuouring to reuerſe it, 
and turne it into ropall;vſedno moze but the fauout of the 
commons, whome he oppoſed againft the Nobilitie, The 
eſtate of the lewes was gouerned by Judges, whom thep, 
cuen the Commons nominated : pet themſclues to take 
from themſelues that authozitie craued a king. Commu⸗ 
nalties do neuer lecke further then to thinges pꝛeſent: 
They be men: it one gouerument oppꝛeſſe them: If the 
authoꝛitie pꝛeſent liketh them not, then Fraightway they 
abandon themſe lues to the firſt that liſt to change. as being 
content, onely pꝛouided they may change : neuer conũder - 
ing whether the ſequell of their change will be better then 

the euill that they haue put away. 

Beſides all this: never anyof all the ſeditions of com- 
( munalties in fozmer ages were comparable with ours, 
| neither vpon lo great conſiderations to be imputed to tha 
i commons as this. Foz beſides the two occaſions which J 
haue befoze alledged to be common every where els, there 

- ts inoursftate a third, which onely hath pꝛoduce d all thoſe 
bad effects that wo hane ſen, out affaires reencomntring 
at ſach a point, that all the commons of the realme (bat e- 
ſpecialy of the towns) which do receiae of the monarchy no 
| moꝛe but furniture to furniſh and ſerue , had nothing but 


libertie in their heads, giuing their heartes to thoſe that 


1 ſhould furniſh them of node tema — 
| thereto, At that only wozd it was wonderfull to ſer how 


like vnto Gallyflanes, all the towns in France abandoned 
the owers of duty and obedience . And fo2 my part, no- 
ing the wicked nature of man, J could ſomewhat excuſe 
their fury, were it guided with counſel,and that they took 
a right coarſe to eſtabliſh among them a good populer go- 
nernment : but as they are alwaies deceiued, When in 
liew of freeing themſelues from the power of one ſole 
2 2d, they ſtouꝝ to the bent of a thouſand maiſters: when 
in ſtead of one iuſt and lawfull king, I ſe that though 


they eſtabliſh ſo many tyzantes in every 
cozner 


weit 


The now eſtate of France, 
cozner : hereat i hold my peace. andin —— 
aduow that God pumcheth the fothe, wickednes, and pꝛe- 
ſumption ot man. But this mattor ſhall — 
ned elſewhere: and thus much fo2 our third eſtate. 

Our Clergic alſo which are the great beames of the 
kings houſe, are not fre from blame in this laſte (edition. 
Che occaſion never grewof the kind al gouernment : foz 
in truth as foz the pettie pzeachers who are the meanoſt in 
the church:as fv2 the begging friers t ſuch as (peake to the 
pcople and flatter them in their commotions : they are in- 
ded in farre greator credit during the time of (edition, and 
fo long as authozity reſteth in the hands of the Commons: 
but as fo; the great ones, the Cardinals, Byſhops, Abbors, 
ritch Monaſteries , Colledges , and orders of religious 
perlons, their pzofitis greater, and they are alwaies maze 
regarded under a king then vnder the gouernment of a 
common wealth. As alſo they may moze eaſilie winne to 
their deuotion the conſcience of one onely p2ince then of a 
whole Counſayle, 62 an ontier commonaltie-, Mitneſſe 
the common wealthsof Italie and Germanic, and all other 
places where the Commons baus the vpper hand, where 
they ure accuſtomed to cry out Fuora, fuora, Romagnuo- 
uu. But the matter that moued our Clergie to conſent to 
the mutinies of the Commons: beides the ſupernaturall 

cauſe which J ſhal find in the Autipathis of light and dark 
neſſe, was a very ſeare of alteration and refozmation 2 8- 
ven a bad and a ſhamefull feare, and (ach as they woulde 
not neuertheleſſe ſo greatlye feare , in caſe it touched no 
moꝛe but their mouthe and doctring and not rather theys 
pur ſe and kitchin, 

The Hobilitie onelye tbꝛougbout theſe troubles haue 
continued in their dutie as J haue afozeſaid: who indeede 
eſpetialtie are endamaged therin, as beeing tnſeparablis 
tied fo the king and to the eſtate royall. And this is the 
re-fon why the Captaines of theſe late ſcditions, haue bin 
fo:ced to alter all the tokens of the Monarchie eſtabnſhing 
popular Counſels in mod —— ther n_ — 


r 


gre and calling. Yowebeit in apparance to latin and 
hold in the mall number of Nobilitie that was amonge 
them, they are dzinen to bie theſe ſpeeches Of the eſtate 
Roy all or ot the Crowne, other wiſe it would neuer haus 
reliſhed their affaires- 

Che ſame day that royaltic ſhall be extinguiſhed in 
France, muſt Nobllitie 
tbat can find means to ſhake off the poake of the ſoueraigu 
ot the whole countrie, will not be long in ridving awais 
the pettie Lend of their village 02 towne: and once eremp- 
ting themlelaes from millions bur to their Kings ſubſedy, 
they will ſoone ſet thiſelnes fre from two lyartsof touls 
due to their gentleman - The noble man honoured in 
France with high iuſtice auer the peſant : with the titte of 
wearing a\wozd: with the pziuiledge offranchize from all 
duties due to his Soueraigne : except the ſocietie of his 
owne perſon : whoe bath his calling ſeparate from the 
marchant,the artificer, and the labourer, aud-who actoun 
teth his owne eſtate karre aboue them, can neyther ſuffer 
them noz be ſuffecedby them. neyther pzeſerne al bis pꝛa⸗ 
rogatiues vnder their Dominion: hereof witneſle the ex · 
of Swi: zerland and the low Countries : the lows 
countries, J ſay, where a great parte of their Nobilitis 
choſe rather tobeare the hatred and repꝛoch of Treaſon, 
and in the end the cruelties and ty2anme of the Spanyard 
their p:ince, albeit a ſtrangetr, then the contempt and a- 
baloment of their calling, vader the new gonernement of 
their commons. 

Wherevpon J will tet eſcape this lui that in truth 
there was neuer Ring af France ſo well, ſo faithfullie, oz 
fo good cheape afſifted/by his Nobilitie as this is . But 
our muſt withall vnderſtande that they are (0 
bound to the effate of the King, that the ſame daꝝ that they 
chall ſet the crowne in peace vpon his head, the ſame daye 
Wall they haue retouered their honoar, lybertie , francht- 
nen, pzepanunonces , and all other commodities, 


which 


alſo be ſttieled: fo2 the commons 
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ao many wounds, labours and haz arde9 they; 
— left them in our Realme : we ras con- 


ſo lofe fo toe, the kings loſe would 
pꝛoue the leaſt. Were there no moze but his (ole conlide- 
ration vpon the carpet of his taunſaple, a man might per- 
— — — \ oye 
to bim-togine auer 
ſa full of hazards and labours, of a vealms J (ay, which 
be cannot krepe- abone twentie oz thirtie yeares, at the 
molt (yet ſo Mould he be anold king)fo2 the quiet, — 
and pleaſures al an idle life: —— — 
ſhould not perhaps be greatly blamed relpeet of humlolf: 
as alfa there be ſondzy examples which tho poſteritie doth 
both commend and admice : vet were hee ia be rep20- 
ned foz'canſenting by his retire to the alteration ot the s- 
Kate, and los abandoning the quarrell of the nobilitie, 
Wwhichrannat bs loft but in his la. —— 


ey he peritoofour Ent veing fu as Abreu 
oz leſe tyed to the monarchie, it ſuFered ſome thirty 
yeres fince a tr ange quahne : namely the commotions 
fo; refozmation of religion. together with a defire, which 
entred all the partes thereof ,, to hing the ſeruics of God 
(which was ſaid alter the ancient vſe to be cozrnpted ant 
defaced) into another aaber. Bad naue but the com- 
mons had intereſt therein, peraduenture matters had not 
p2oceeded ſo farre : fox the communaltie of it ſeife without 
a head tould haue done liitle , and the Clergie either fog 
thame, oz nerfo2ce ſhonld have d@n.fo2ced by the other two 
eſtates to abide the ſwo2d of Gods woꝛd: But immediat- 
by the nobility wes feuge,, which being 
nouriſhed with other moze violent hunno2g, wought alſe 
farreother effects:'then it would haue done in the bodies of 
the (imple people: And indeed vpon ; ditt erents fo2 religid, 
the migyi y men lound them(clues oppoſite one to another. 
whert vyon in Won rer 
| 4. f 


trartwiſe it the ate ſhould alter, they laſs ab; ſa that ba 
ſhould counterpeize 
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taties were thanqed iuto tunies of reiſtrea, into an alem 
Nye of oulbiers, into pitcht ſletdes, arm thus dotij 
deuili alwates prruett a good intent into a bad iſſue. 
bouſe of Guize took part with the papiſts: the chiefeſt of þ 
Bourbons with the p:ofeſſo2s of refo2med religion: ſome 
of theſe pzinces ſhot at the Crowne : others were of the 
ſame met tel whereofthep were made: Thus with a trics 
we let Gads cauſe ex an ſfoamed into a quarrelil of eſtate. 
Hecevpon were the kings per lwaded that ſuch as were of 
the bloud Ropall, and maintained nouelties, were moze 
to be feared then thoſe that were further off , and defended 
aunclent cuſtomes. This bring not altogether vnlikely, 
was as ſoonedel&ged, withoat conſideration whether it 
wert true 02 not. Foꝛ few did confiderthat vader this pꝛi⸗ 
tence, whether teue 02 falſe, the Guiſzians took hold of the 
occaſion to keep? themſelues ftill in armes, 
captaines of the one faction: yea and ſo well they guided 
their bufineCe, that their great credite bzought their mai- 


Cers into that icloate, whereck-inlhe end we bans ita the 
In his denillon — vir thas effates 
eee Nobllitie openly fauoured the 


houſe of Lorraine again other Pzinces, albeit ſome of 
them were of the bloud of France, others not: pet onelye 
ſo long as they ſ& them follow and lerue the kings. The 
Clergydamaificd in matter of religion,affeced them alſo: 
but much mo2e ſecretly and moze ſurely . The commons 
at the beginning had recoucſe-to that which to their ſem- 
ing was anoueltie (as oꝛdinarily they doe) and as ſone 
wers as violent in retecing the frueth,as at the beginning 
they were readie ke embzace it, as hauing of themſelues 
no other motion, but what the bꝛeath ot the mightie miui- 
red vnto them: but toward the latter times when the he- 


pocriũe and iubtl tie of their pꝛeachers had earneſtly kind- 


led the fire in their bzaines, and that already ſundzy times 
they had in the Townes brene lleched in bloud, ſpo le 
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and irretonũiliable hatred againſt the pꝛofeſſdurs of reſoʒ⸗ 
med religion, the late Duke of Guize,whoe was a great 
c:afts-maiſter in leading offacions,vorhamong theſe ſedi⸗ 
tious rumoꝛs ſceretly entermir a hope of li bertie, nſcharge 
{ from ſubſidies, tre name of common welth: adding alſo 
a hatred agaiaſt the kings fauourites. a comptaint agaiult 
ſuch oppꝛeſſions as by bad counſelt and wo2ſe huſbandzis 
bad bene bzought in, whereby it is 1ncrevible what cres 
dit he crept into among them. 

This L 82d whoſe vertues France hath as highly com- 
mended, as ſhe hath ſince paid deriie ſo his vite s, among 
other his qualities, had one moſt p;oper to his purpoſes, 
and that was a kind of facility, gentlencfſe, and populari- 
tie, the inſeparable of ambition. To the end 
to duet war the wightie of the rea lme, bee ſtooped to the 
inferio:s: from one end of the crit to an other he-woulds 
with cap in hand, ſaluting either with head, hande, 02 
woꝛd tuen the meaneſt. This togither with theſe other 
tauſea, and eſpecially a contempt ofthe pzince and hatred 
againft ſuch as poſſeſſed him grew to his ſo great aduans 
tage, that it may be (aid that he only corruptedal dur com- 
mons,and among the third eſtate created and wholely fra⸗ 
med his faction. J wil not heare rehearſe dis manner of 
p2oceeding foz the ſpace of twentie peares,thzough the pꝛe⸗ 
cepts of his father and his uncle. It would be very tedy- 
ous and there foze it ſhall ſaffice, that wo cume ta the time 
wherein wee line , fo ſhe we that the lauion of the league 
Whereof the Duke of Guize was chiefe in France, founds 
p2incipall ſuppozt in the townes and among the c6mons; 
accozding to the manner of euery enterp2ize of noueltie , 
5 without the ſtrengih of the multi- 
- - Þowbeit in the end his miſc hee fs grew ſo far that 
— apogee ook who had leyſure enough to be 
the laft that ſhould ſet hand tothe woe: which not with- 
ſanding, his death togither with the kings lownefſe and 
appearance of weakeneſſe ſo flatked the bzwle ofthe ſub- 
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example of the Birracados at Paris had tried themſelues 
to be of fa2ce ſufficient to contema their maſters ſtrength, 


gte ne euen almoſt to the hart. 


If euer there wer a mightie and furious com motion of 
Commons, this ſame was it ; foz in ieſſe then ſir werkes 


ther loſt oz in very great hazard of loaſing :neyther do J 
thinke that euer any of the fozmer ages bath ſen the like. 
Howbeit the violence of this miſchiefe began ſomewhat 
to lake, by the returne of ſuch naturall heat as the royatl 
power 'bzought againe : our Clergie beganne foreclaime 
themſelues and our ftownes to repent : but the murther of 
our Pzince was the taſt mater blowe-that tha. Deuill 
ſtroke in France, as the ſame whereby the bondes of the 
| Ponarcþy, the fozme of the eſtate and the coniuncion of 
|| the ſoule and the body of the realme was vtterlie diſſolued 
1 among bath cleargie and commonaltie, whercof there re- 
maynsd in their reſpects only the carcaſe, carion, and firff: 

| ſubſtante whereof it was fir compoſed. Thus this baus 
building being in this manner ouerthzowne, wee can n 
longer diſcourſe of an entper Neame but ofthe remnants 
and ruines of a ſcattered eſtate, Foz albeit the head which 
Godhath ſince (et on againe, be as good and ſound as euer 
any was, pet the widers had befoze bene ſo weakned with 
the poiſon of (edition, that of tus pillers of the Reaims, 
there remaineth at this day ſcarce atty moze then one that 
can be ſayd toſtand vpꝛigbt. albdit tuenthat laws hath al- 
ſo bene many times ſoꝛe ſhaken. 
Like as in the compaſſe of ſome great 
there doo appeare in oer and ſenerall ranks, in ont 
— Warkia dnchether the gidges of ding diuers ems 
| perours, in an other the arches, chapters and frizes, and in 
| another the inſc riptions, ge uiſes, and wbatſoeucr els may 
i! ſerue to the beawtifieng of ſq ſtately a building: yet if pers 


ine mne warres, do once ar 


that in lie w offetching fw2th the Fire be this viotent re- 
| tnedie, the member being cut too low, tranſpozted the gan- 


the beſttownes in-the-Kealme, none excepted: were ey- 6 
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The now eſtate of France. 16 
it, it will afterward be a tedious peece of wozke to find out 
all thoſsrich peces from vnder a great heape of rubbiſhe: 
euen ſo during the life ofthe late king, the eſtate yet flows 
riſhing, we might conſider all theſe great pzinces, euerpe 
one in his function and calling, in the entyer body of the 
Realms : when at this daye, the whole beeing reuearſed, 
well we may (&ke among the ruines remayning, cuen va 
der the heap? and maſſe cf ciuill warres, but we ſhall fins 
nothing but diſozder and confuſton. 

In his daies therefoze.not long befo2e theſe later times, 
France was deuided into thre factions . Firſt his owne 
fo2 as elſewhere J haue ſapd, he ſuffred himſelfe to bee ſo 
carried away, that of a king he was become cheefe of a ſac · 
tion Then the king of Nauarres,togither with thoſe of the 
religion : Thirdly the Duke of Guizes with bis leaguers. 
Cheſe thꝛe factions immediatlie with the change of theyz 
< pray hw — their ſhape. This king by the deceaſs 
of the late king, comming to the crowne, bis faction togy- - 
ther with thoſe of the religion loſte their name, as beeing 
intermingled with the great courſe of the Realme. Con- 
krariwile that of the league by the loſſe of theyr good hed, 
incurred the diners accidents whereof J will pzeſently ins 
7723 rar att vat | 

be Duke af Mayn wth the heads of that faction be- 
ing fo lome luhat weakened with the great blow receiued at 
Bloys, and withall perceiving by that violent and vnex- 
ſpeced alteration of affaires, that the death of the Duke of 
Guixe had not onely not weakned them, but contrariwiſs 
Fad miraculouſiye ſtrengthened their affaires , receyued 
this fauour of foztune ſo inſolently , which they could ne- 
ver haue thought to haue biene ſuch , that afterward they 
bent all their endeuours at the full vſurpation of the eſtate 
audfo2 any ſmaller matter then that, woulde they not 
bouchſafe to dꝛaw their ſwoꝛdes. What elſe coulde they 
haue done, (ing ſo many to Sreuolted.ſach numbers 
of people offer themſelues vnto them, ſo manꝝ helpes in 


teirowne hands, peaaltthings ſling vpon them, and 
every 
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enerie matter to ſucceede as well as they could wiſh, and 

not ſo much as the dilclo ing of hidden treaſures debarred 

| their god foztune , as if deſtinie had expzeſly nouriſhed 

therues in France to hoozd vp euen a ſtozehouſle of goloe, 

| and to reſerue it to the dies of theſe mf: What perſon re- 
| 
| 


touering from ſo ſtrange a fall, aud finding humleife at once 
enuironed with ſo many pꝛoſperities, could haue continued 
in his perfect ſence, 

Miel there was among the no farther queſtion of coun- 
ſell : they had no moze fo do: they wanted nothing but the 
fetching of the king fcom Tours, where they were pzomi- 
ſed they ſhould find hum fettered both hand and foot. There 


was no further conqueſt to be made, all was wonne. All 
that was to do (as they thought) was howe to enioy the 
ſpoiles and bie the victozie. Neither was this in trueth vn- 

| likeſy. This was their firlt erroz ; fo2 had they continued 
! their good diſcretion in this great apparance of pzoſperity, 
1 nnd growne to any ſtedfaſt reſolution, vndoubtedly in all 
| bamaine diſcourſe , J ſuppole they had carried away the 
garland: but neither in this beginning, neither afterward 
when the ſucceſſe of their warre ſamed moze p2oſperous 
though the deceaſe of the late king, could any man per- 
ceaue in them any trus 03 aſſured purpoſe,o; that they ſhot 
certainly kenn en Well did it appeare that they 
ſonght to banniſh their maiſters: that their woꝛdes caſt 
in the winde im poꝛted the vpholding of Cath. Religion: 
that they made a league whereinfo they laboured to bꝛing 
all the townes in France: that they had in their hands ma- 
| ny meanes to ſcatter 4 ſubuert an eſtate : but what would 
| be the iCug al all this? in what ſoꝛt purpoſed they after- 
ward to gouerne France? whereto did their weapons tend, 

| 92 what would be the end of their warre, no man conlvds 
rceiue. Now all wozldly affaires how mightie ſocuer, if 
Ron befoze they go 
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The now eftate of France. | 
not reaſon, miniſtred vnto them: 7 ſay rage dennen | 
if their daiftes had bien grounded vpon judgement, they | 
might better haus huſbanded the ſame. After therefoze | 
that they perceaued the commotion to be great enough 'Þ 

thꝛoughout France, alſo that it was time to ſet ſome oꝛder, 'Þ 
| and to tun vp ſuch of their wines as were ſodden eneugh, 
they thought it the ſhozteſf courſe , to conuert the furie of ne | 
. thole people againſt the perlon ot their king, imagining , | 
accozding to great likelihood , that fo2 the getting of the 
ſcepter, it was requiſite firſf to fake it out of his handes 
that held it: and indede they ſaid true, bad themſelues | 
| 
| 
| 


beene able and wiſe enough, both to th20w it downe, and 
being downe,to take it vp again; but to pzocure it to cart 
out of the kinges handes thzongh the endeuours and vio- 
lence of the people, into his with whom it was to remain, 
their concluſion was but bad, Well then having pꝛocu⸗ 
reda reſolution in the capitall Cittie of the Realme, and 
ſo conſequently in the reſt,” no longer to acknowledge 
the Pzince , they pzoccede in lawe agaynſt him : they 
tadge him: they pzonounce : they diſgrads 
him, and in the end they murder him : but p20c&d- 
inges requiring delaies,and lingering the ſpace of eight oz 
nine monthes, during the which, the people found a taſte of 4 
ſwetneſſe in diſobedience: our townes being pzoud that 
they had ſhaken off the monarchie » and gotten libertie to 
do euill, would no moze heare of receiuing any new mat- 
ſter. There was the Duke of Mayne againe deceiued, nof 
remembzing that while the ſea is calme there appeare not 
any wane, 03 any ſmall bubble higher tben other: but be- 

ing once troubled , we ſce one g S billow which a dozen 
 mozedoraiſe bp, euen to clouves : which ſefo 
ſame billow, 0 1 is immediatly | 
by themſelues conſtrained to fall and take a roume among 'n 
the multitude, Oh timozous perſon, Jn thefirſt furious | 
fauour of the commons he bargained openly to lea pe at the 
belme and gduernment of the realie : but ſ&ing howe "I 
bigh he was to dine fazthetakingownof this rowne, [ 

— I 


D 


* 


— — —ÿ —— Wa wr. 


The now eſtate ot France, 
his conntenance quailed. After warde thinking fo haue 
returned vnderhand, and by by» wayes , be found the lad- 
der gone. Strait waies they bearded him with a counſel 
af Commons: they limited his authozitiche had his con- 
troulers: Theſe mad men alveit full of diſoꝛders, will ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe ſet ſome e2der in their rages: not that they loue 
oz delight in any, but to the end only to b2idle his aucthoꝛi- 
tie, who both fo2 his calling and intereſt in the quar rell, 
begun to be the chiefeſt among them. And the mutinous 
who ſo manie peares had only ſonght ſome apparant accas 
Con to diſpolſſeſſe their trew Loꝛde, are not altogither void 
of ſuſpition and telouſte againſt this new vſurper. 
Againe the wozſt was(as commonlie it happeneth that 
when the maiſter is awaie euery ſernant will be maiſter) 
themſelues did one r another, and increaſing in ſuſ- 
pitions did by their s take away all meanes to bſe 
oz well to conduct the rages of the commons : ſoʒ indeeve if 
in the beginning, after the deceaſe of the late kinge, they 
bad agreed hon the perſon of the Duke of Mayne, all in 5s 
my opinion had biene at an end, neyther had he beene the 
firft vſurper that with ſmaller helpes had 
ol a fate ; but by and by thers grew iarres betwene him 
and his coſin the Marquiſe: du Pont: The Duke of Au- 
male foundhimdclfe alſo grieued Che Dutcheſſes of Ne- 
mort and Montpenſier ſet in fot alſo:the firſt ſoʒ hir ſonne 
the Dake ol Nemours, who began ta grow into credite: 
the other foz hir bꝛother whoſe credit began to decay. Thus 
was there in r — in the 
end the Duke of Mayne, nat ſo reſolute as te 
in ſo neither adugyt fo2 
lach an enterpziſe, did cowardly abandon the name, and 
dope to be a King, to the end to reduce himlelfe to the title 
of a Lieutenant to the Crowne : abandon it J ſap, becauſe 
the time came ſooneafter , that fozaſmuch as ſome of his 
fauozites had made ſome motion therof, the ſermong were 
converted info o:dinarie_paſquits af their follies bookes 
were paintedofthem, 6 nous durſt once open his mouth a- 
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The nov eſtate of France. 18 
gainſt them. F02 the caſting therefoze of this bell, wher- 
as when the kingdome was whole, cuen when J wait 
*Þnto thee my luſtus, the late Duke of Guize was abſolute 
chiefe of the league: one ofthe tha of the realme which in 
trueth was built eſpecially vppon the third eſtate: at this 
day things are quite altered. Foz after the death of hym, 
and the late king, the whols eſtate being tcurrſed, and as 
a man ſhulo ſay, reduced into the firſt ſubſtance, the towns 
are gotten on fate, ſome receauing, yea cuen ſwallowing 
downe all thoſe litle heads remaining of the houſe of Lor- 
raine, and others the Lozdes of France their. canfederates, 
too mightie to bʒooke common-wealthes, and tomeane ta 
ingdomes. Cuon they who had their deuiſes apart, 


make ki 
began to grow into ielouzie, and fince haus found meanes 
quietly to ſeaze vppon all the anthozitie , not touchſafing 
that any whoſoeuer ſhould either kepe, command 02 com. | 
pell them to anie thing but what they pleaſed. And this is 4 
at ons woꝛd ez the tate of the faction of the league at this 
day : altogither diſpoſed to tommenwealthes, wherein the 

| 


novilitie is of no credite, neither the clergy, except ſuch as 
may lerue to ſtirre vp the commons to commotion. And in. 
deeds there is almoſt neuer a»towne of their faction, but 
hath either expelled oz impꝛiſoned her biſhop , abbot, oz 
p:incipall pꝛelate. 
This no doubt hath ertrtamelp vexed the houſe of Lor-- 
raine, whoe are Pzinces bzought vp andincreaſed by the 
monarchie, and ſo actuſtomed to command in ſoueraignty, 

that this is nowe grenous vnta them, that neither hoping 
noꝛ hunting after ante moꝛe, as werning that they had . 
conquered and gotten all. they ſhould now neuertheleſle be 14 


compelled ia court the burgefſes of cuegie tone, yea oz 
the moſt part euen the meaneft and moſte wicked: fo: ſuch 
are the mcuthat in time of (edition do beare all the ſway. 
Wel, to this paſſe are they bzonght , notwithſtanding the 
Duke of Mayne bath all his life time bens knowne. as 


+ much to diſdaing thoſe ſeruile ſubmiſſions , as his bzother 
© to ble them. 
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Ithinke that now the pooze Printe well perteiusth that 
all the labour s ot the late Duke of Guize and his pertas 
kers, his death, togither with the perils that himſelfe bath 
enured, haue now ſerued to no other vſe but to create com- 
monwealthes in France: to arme the commons, and to al- 
ter the oꝛder of gouernment, without any great fut the- 
rance of their hope to eftabliſh the ſcepter in their fawely. 
Wherevpon J ſhalbe foꝛced to tell him this parable: that 
there is nothing ſo eaſte as to open a ditch, oa the (cluſe of a 
great poole , becaule the violence at the water doth helpe : 
but being once opened, it is hard ta guide ſuch a ſtreame a- 
right, either to ſtop it when a man lift, vnleCe at the be- 
ginning hauing well conſidered of it, there be ſome good 
oꝛder taken to rule the violence therof. 

Well Iuſtus, if now thou longeſt fo ſe the pozfraiture of 
confuſion and diſozder : thou muſt find it moſt lively payn- 
ted in that faction. To beginne, the Duke of Mayne tears 
meth himſelfs Licuctenant generall of the eſtate royall 
2nd crowne of France. Behold here a bzane chimere. Js 
there a Licuetenant where there is no head? and who is 
this head but the king? and king the ftrongeſ: of their fac- 
tion will none. Of the eſtate: 3 haue heretofoze beard 
ſpeaking ol the Eſtates of France, but of the eſtate, neuer, 
bye ig, eur to ſay the king and hys 

* | 


In that caſe ſtate was ſet downe to obey, not to com- 
.aand, yet thoſe folkes do place it at the head, Then again 
molt of theyz gouernours do entitle themſelues, The kings 
Lieuetenants and knightes of his orders, Df what king? 
O ys mad men: Is it of him whome ye haue llaine, of hym 
wheme pe deny, oz of him that is not vet bozne in France? 
likewiſe in conſequence h&reof, ſo many of them as here- 

Xofoze haue ben the kinges officers, as the officers of the 
ſeale; the parliamentes: the checker chambers: the Jud- 
ges: the treaſurers: and all other the ſeruants of the mo- 
narchie, will not l:oſe their degrees: r come behind 


the creatures of the commons ,and yet cannot find * 
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to maintaine their ſunttions: nay they knowe not at thys 
day how top:onounce. They dare not ſay By the King, 
They wittnet ſay By the Commons, much lefſe By the 
Duke of Mayne, fo2 by the lawes of the land they can at- 
knowledge none but him that commandeth abſolutcly, ' 
Thus haue they bene as much troubled to know hows 
+ to ſpeake, as to ſ& alſo what to doo: ſo heauie is their con- 
fuſion vpon them. Heere vpon what a number of diuerſi⸗ 
ties ol commandements ? how manie diſobediences? what 
a trouble to find any foꝛme of tuſtice among them ? Dunys 
ſerable man, that haſt 2 Thou 
haſt not atwaies lept ateaſe. Een thus dooth it fall out 
with him, who finding a caſt of counters mell laide acco2- 
ding to their value vpon a table, and with his hand mixeth 
them togither : foz well may he turne them, laye them a⸗ 
gaine, place and diſplace them a thouſand waies, pet ſhall 
EER vv Wang, Ine ern by 4 10 
+ helateth them in ozder. asbefoze; 

Che ſir ſt piller copall that this new De mocratie bubet 
mined, was the piller of iuſtice: fo2 ſons after, to the end 
to aboliſh all the authozitie of the parliaments, they crea- 
ted in every towne a counſayle of certaine baſe perſons, 
into whoſe hands they committed all auchozitie . gil the 


vpon did appeare in eueryfowne a Common wealth. C- 
nerie towne contributed at pleaſure but what they lifts, 
and furniſhed toward the Common expenſes that grewe 
in their affaires even what pleaſed them. Neither would 
they receine either garriſon oz gonernour but vppon ſachs 
conditions as beſt liked themſelues . Likewiſe if anie 
gentleman came among them, how Lorraniſh ſoener, and 
ſhould chance to caſt fozth:any crofſe wo2zd euen to the moa 
neft inhabitant, be had dens better ere Stras 
brough oz Bearne, 

But now mult J nades walk the Coppegvnt ofthe 
way, to ſhew by reafon to theſe fooliſh towns, (at the leall 
Ng eBay re 

4. com- 


reſt imitated the example of Paris the capitall Citty,wher- 
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wealth: and thus from one degree to an other, there will 
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The now eſtate of France; 
common wealths they vſedas (mall condud and oder as 
did their generall to attapne the kingedome , that ſo they 
may euen palpablie perteiue that neuer wiſe bed intruded 
to giue them counſell: like wiſe that it is not in their pow ⸗ 
er to attaine thereto, either to continue long as they are. 

Such our great townes with their inhabitants, as are of 
opinion to become common wealths ought neceſſarriie ſo 
to be compoſed that they may ot themſelues be of fo2ce ſuf- 
cient not only quite fo blot.ont all tokens of Monarchie, 


but alſo to ſubdue to . the 
whole 


champion raunn about. 
In this champton beſides the nobilitie thers inhabiting, 
who mult be accirſtomed to bears the commandements of 
maiſter Payo2, there be alſo ſmaller townes;vitlages and + 
great bozoughes incloſedo2 inhabited by great numbers 
of people, as France is great. Ai this people without con- 
drapat, albeit after the cramples of their Petropolitanes 
and vader them, they haue expelled their Pzince, will no 
whit the ſwner 02 moze voluntacilie recetue'them to bee 
their miſtreſles, no moze then they vouchſafed to reteiue 
the Duke of Mayne foz their king, with whome not with⸗ 
ſtanding they fred themſelues from the Dominion ropall. 
But if contrariwiſe they be ſuffred to runne on the hodade 
bigh waie, the ſame example of the great tones, will 
ing the ſmall bozowghes to the like courſe uf common 


be neuer a village in France but will become a Soueraign 
eſtate Now whither this be poſſible, J leaue to the iudg⸗ 
ment of others: pet is the pzopoſition at this dayto be ſane 


in Germanic, Switzerland, aud the Low Countries woher 
query p 
Ters, 


—— Bozoweh'may-! . 
ſenera ll to hir ſelte. 

Steed al b. tox after tde Capitait Townes of the 
pr oy — expelled their R. llaine ali their 
tie, conquered euerꝝ one their reſo2t and bailiwick, yet J 
ſay after all this, nuit they amang aht mſelues grow:vnto 
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ties fo hold them tagither. Ineuery | were 
| wont tohanea Parliamentnsw tholenayes be done. 

Orleans will ng longer Cannat the reucrſion of Paris, 
bpon what reaſon ſhould ſhe, wha hath refuſed tobe gouer- 
ned by bir king and Lozd, ſubmit hir ſelfe to the counſell 
of fixtcene, 02 to the pzouoſt of marchantes? Can ſhe not 
grow to ſoueraigntie as well as the other ? Alſo Roan, Li- 
ons, Burges, Tholouze, Troy e, Dion, and many moze : 
Well, let vs pꝛocad. Prouinces again Prouinces: Ga- 
uernours againſt Gouernozs : how ſhall they be bzought 
to liue one with another in vnion? It any iultice be to bes 
avininiſtred betweene two , who ſhail be ſuperiozlozvs ? 
Perein truely we ſes dong delaies, great nangers by the 
way, e (a many intumbꝛantes, that except it be astbaues 
at a faire I doubt thoy aener wit agrs& bat'bponmiſchefe, 
fo; therecan no godneſfſe be fonride in ſo great contuſſon. 
Perin conſiffeth a true token that mans nature is naught 
and wicked: foz the moze good there is togither the better 
it is: and the moze euill the wozſe . A thouſand men ata 
not wozth one om: not that inonevnly there is moze gd 
nefle anddiſcretion then in u thouſand, but berauſe there is 
CERT and folly. * 5 

pe people, If ſome one vou chance to read this 

poſition, he will pzeſentlie cry out that it — 
impoſed vpon you to ſet deuiſton and bzrake your hol xe v- 
nion: that inderd ye haut llaine a king: ve hane denied o⸗ 
bedience to this man : ye haus in tue ry town treated pour 
ſeuerall counſails : ye haue ouerthzowne the auchozitie of 
the parliaments : altred the officers ofthe monarchy : and 
among your ſelues eſtabliſhed whatſoever is requiſite to a 
popular eſtate: yet that all this notwithſtanding, vou ne-+ 
ner meant fo become Contmon-weallhs: men, 92 vtterlie 
to reject a king and his Ho bilitie. 

Mell, if this then de not your meaniiiges; what wil po 
then doe? tell vs J pꝛaꝝ you, If in the moſt apparant end 
of pour purpoles there be neither reaſon noz like lih o, how 
Fall we alherUile gefieat eee, If pou alledge 
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— Kos, it is an jticonſiderate 
zeale2 M pon haue red loſephus in his deſcription of the 
furies of the Icewes, whom pe do ſo well unitate; vou ſhall 
linde that the mutinous of leruſalem bare the ſame tit le: 
pet were this zeale ſomewhat excuſable , had it nat begun 
vntill now vnder a Huguenot king. Mhat argument can 
pou alledge againſt the laſt, the moſte archmorikifh, the 
moſt ſuperlatiue Catholit ke( pat don me;that I muſt ſo ſap: 
foz it cannot be but in fretting againſt pour trechet , ſam 
bad woꝛd will eſcape) the ſoꝛeſt animated again thoſe of 
the religion that ever vas? ye haue no repiy hare ., Con- 
telle then, that if ye purpoſe na commonwealth in pour fu 
lich frenzy, vs haue none at all: and if:you haus none. then 
tos my part ᷓ myſt ſay. hat vont rage hath led vnu tua 

ton ſo do I terme vaur doinges) wherefro you 
cannot , vnieſle ve ſuddenly turne backe againe: Foz 
to tay where you art, vou cannot: to martch ſoz ward, 
denn ſaas of gecefſitis pou mult other periſh 
Theozderofakingdontin Frances G ancient, nnd the 
parts therof art ſo enterlaced,and with ſuch a mutual con- 
nexion that I conſeſſe that wel it may be dilmembꝛet: vſur · 
ped : that the king of Spaine may catch one pꝛouince: the 
Duke of Sauoy an other: the Duke of Lorraine a third, and 
ſo the nteteſt 02 the bolnaſt neighbour the like : Finally 
that well ye may change your Lo. fo2 a thiefe , and your 
king la gtv2ant:; hut that you can liue in ſuch diſozders, 
without faith, lat. ing oz maiſter.aſter pour owne appe- 
tites, 03 as may belt like the mutinous and moſte furious 
among you, it cannot be, neyther may you long ſo con- 
tins. 

F02 pott hereof, enenas it falleth out with women 
that complaine, 02 are at ſtrife with their huſbandes : ſo 
was it with vou: ſo fone as yonrneighbo2s perteiued that 
vou had ſeparated pour ſelues from your king, doubting 
that ye could not go farre without tumbling, they began 
polentlyto cacket ou: toſend you firlt their lamentati- 
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Thenow eſtate of France, 
ons luz your miſerie, then their conlolations with honet 
offers and xe ſents yea themſelues camt diners waies 
to viſit vou. Thꝛongb Brictaine,thacgh Laoguedock, 
thzough Picardie, to ſes whether math might not intics 
vou to hat ken te new lous. Mell thank es he to; God af 
the firlt pe eſcaped well inough. ; vr returned them with- 
out any thing of yours: without any gains at your handes, 
8 fmall fauour in Brittaine, and ſome ifſe in 

Picardie. Che 
b ara pe dn 
do ſpeake, but anue them 


laid nap: : 
——— ſaying. Through faitbfull 1. 
eruice oyall pexſeuerence, of ſecuants be 4 


r 


maiſters. But you ſhall ſu what 
— — one pn oe 


with the expeace of pour libcrtie., Me intll meus 
m02e ſuſpitions than your gaov huſbandes : Al be once get 
vou ſhut wp. be will the 


keepe you under lachs andiey after 
Italian maner, ana debarrs you from play- 
fluttiſh a tricke as ye haut done them. If you 
will not beleue me, aſke the Pariſans howthey like of the 
2 —— 
P, gr 

err Ad dire This monie r being fozned of marie 
members, which foz want of gad pzopoztion in the begin- 
ning baue nowe made it ſa terrible, it is no maruell 
that we haue found it to haue many beades , as-4 mightis 
, ſerpent engendzed of the cozruption of the earth , and but 
* feiwlagges, few armes, and thoſe but yall and weake in 
reſpec of ſa great a maſſe. It were god thereſoze to ano 
fomize eue rie ot᷑ them apart. 

Airsadie haue J ſpoken much of the Dua nl Mayne. 
After his bꝛothers death he found himſelfe aſwell fo2 bys 
calling; agireſpec af ſuch offices as be had boane, togi- 
ther with bis reputalion t bald, the chiefeſt among thaſe 
people. Wnt w to be cþiefe.inplace where there is 
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| The uo eſtate ol France, 
no 0zder: This P2inct of all the thꝛe bꝛethꝛen was hee; 
who by-naturs was molk rulie, and platne, of leaſt diſy. 
' mulation, and not ſu capeable of foliſh ambition. An al- 
ſured token hereof was, that being at the Courte in the 
—— be could not poſſiblie bee fozred in / 
his actions to ppactiſe the ſeruile paticnce of his late bꝛa⸗ 
ther. His purpoſes were alwaies better limited, ſhe w- 
ing a mannes mind that could meaſure bimſelfe. In his 
houſe he was neither an extraoꝛdinarie ſpender, neyther 
vet nigardly : be 7 yn Foo ant of the 5 


| who 
7 fo had craned ſundzy mens opinions cbcerning his humoz, 
| they coulvs neuer haut imagined hin to haut bene reſo- 
lute 02 abſlinate in this great enter pꝛiſe. 
Jam not certaine, but I baue dearde, that after the 
death of the late Duke of Guiae, it lay in the one 
reclaimed him, dea that be divenen. offer bimſefe: but bes 
| lening that at Lyons there was apzatize againfl bis life, 
I. and withall perceiving the violent fauour of the people in 
9 dis behalfe, togither with the gad ſucce ſſe that God per- 
mitted to their fc it furie, be was carriedaway with theſe 
apparances. And few men ren fo2- 


bone. 

1 — — 

| tet lip ho occaſion to raigne; and now to lap that be never 

thoughtito; deſired it, I take him ta h te ſtout: neither 

could he have enterp2ized the diſplaſing of a king vpon any 

ſmaller occaſion then to kerpe into his place. Yet was hee 

thereof put by the peopte, yea by his owne kindzed, who as 

Abbaus bete, would permit vato him only the firſte de⸗ 

il gre of honour in lie w of abſolute commandement, where- 

it foze being contraried with ſo manic. pallicies, hee finallyg 

[ ypeelded. Yeerevpon in the courſe of his warrohe incur- 

| res man viſgraccs, he loſt ſome townes, he futfred the o- 

pinion coacefuedof him, that he was a vigilant and diliget's 

U *Captayne, greatly to viminiſh. Andinveede being to _ 
| Against. 


| 
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The nov eſtate of France. 
bolt, which can take no | dun eber con- 8 
quered oꝛ conquering, he was otherwiſe to haue indruo io. 
red humſelfe: alſo in the end he loaſeth a great andnotable 
battayle: and all people commonlie dw indge of things by 


Wd Ys dt 


At the laſt ſcoing himlelfe at this tate: finding his re⸗ 
putation as much diminiſhed, as his hope of a ſcepter was = 
Kipped his hands: perceiuing alſo that be no longer com- | 
manded ouer tho people but to balues: that he had ſoaked | 
meds eu ar — Eng particu- | 

ſparing, oz his ſeruants vnder pextream erpenſs 
02 theft hid made incredible pꝛodigalitie: and withall con 
idering that he could recouer namoze of them but by fo2cs 
and with the hazardof a mutiny againſt himſelfe,hee was 
wn roy wy ee dere fi em 


— —— and 11 
many are ofopinion, that das heat the rd havto bo with 8 


ie — bands the whole reahne:tbers © . 

ts mall likelhoode fa the r that out ol k 

their aſhes they ſhould ener. make a king of France, 3x lok; . 

vpon the D of Nemours + his dzithzen, the chiloꝛen ot the: . 
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The now eſtate of France. 
| 2 the Lo2ds of Ioycuſe,Chaſtrec,and others. Cheſe are all 
| the valiant men of that faction : Among them all I ſæ not 
one fit tobe king: and vet ſes the pittie : each of them das 
hot at it fo: himſelfe. @uery of them is ſtrong enough to 
ſcatter, ſeparate, and to ktepe ſome coꝛners of the realme 
in diſobedience ; vet all of them together are not able to e- 
ſkabliſh one god gouernour . Not one of them is ol autho · 
, ritie ſutticient to command: vet is euer of them to ſtrong 
and wilfull to obey : and therefa2e of neceCitie they mul 
take better connſell, oz els they all muſt ſell the realme to 
a greater maiſter, to whome they muſt deliuer it : oz the 
— — Negroes 
them, as his turne commeth,muſt be content to be Mayo 
| of the towne where he ſhall inhabits : 02 finally diſmems 
| baing the reaime, eche of them muſt carrie away his peecs, 
1 , 8s didthepettio paincegof Italy harretaſaze wait ith ths 
| © Romiaine empire. 
Theſe of the French are the men that are become la- 
mous, by being the captaines of this miſerable deaifion. 
| Now are there alſo among the ſtr aungertz 
5 beades ſoꝛe bent againſt vs, who greatly do enuie the pꝛo- 
ft - fperitie ot our king. The Pope, the king of Maine: The 
4 | Dukes of Sar oy, Ano ol Lorrain. Keadingthis,my Juſtus, 
* ' remember allo what 1 watt to thee befoze , and then 
1 | the daſes wherein we nows line with ths time ot the 


\king- 
| "The Popes contrary tathoir naturnand cafioms,bang 
theſe fire o ſeuen pres ſhewed mo2ze fanour. ta Spaine 
| then to France. The tuuſe being, that in the laſt kinges 
daies they feared the ſucteſſion of this, whom theyaccompe 
ted their enemis: Jndteede they had ſome rea(on, conſiders 
ih + ing whatinioty they did to this mans greatgraunfathery _ 
|  whomethexrobbenofa goed p part ot his;realme which 
0 w2ongfully they: dh of Spainez, Belides 
ws petithe s 

al hm cms oe ee ge tar 


pripg Neithex was this feare utte;ly vn 
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kel p, in that they were vet vntertaine of his maner of go, 
uernment : but after that Sixtus, who at the beginning 
had ſo chotte koꝛth his thunderboltes againſt him, did per- 
ceine on the one ſive the king ol Spaines ambition alwates 
dangerous ſoꝛ Italie: and on the other this mans quiet pꝛo⸗· 

teedinges: alſo that it were daungerous withoat caule to 
pꝛouoke 03 incenſe himy ho began toward his end to ware 
moze milde, and to heare ſomt reaſon: bat indevd he con- 
tinued not long after 4 neither wotte 1 whether this man 
now Pope, will follow his example. But if J may lawful- 
ly ſpeake, J thinke in traeth that God hath hardened their 
heartes exp2oſely, to the end that de and his clergte being 

by ſo manie teſtimonies pzoued{rrecanciliable enemies to 
—— may tuſtiy fefle and taks notice of 
. the ſmart thereof, and ſo fret his eſtate from their inſuppoꝛ· 
dominion. And this in mp.opinion ſhould not be the 
— 3 ———7— — 
ancient regiſters, 1 could tundzis our kings, 
together with the French Church baue giuen their ton · 

ſent, Lot the Pope thinks dpon it : fozhad J ſpoben m0, 

de would fill have his excuſe readle : yet toulo A with t 

it were Gods wil, that we had hat that enem i 
As fo2 the king of Spaine we s pane feng tag — 
ned his ſubtle paactiſes and deniſes agaynſt out Tate. 
Firf it is one Pzinciple in all ettates, ( they mito © 


— 


— — — 


mamtalne their neighbours in deniſion and troudle. 9 
there is a certaine rule in the Pathematiques, — 
ſoeuer maketh another to maus,muſ of neceſſitie be it ſelf 1 


in quiet, Againe, a neighbour deuided, and ſo conſequent - 14 
ly weakened is the leſſe fo be feared: Finally loben two ; j 
men haue fought e well wounded ech other, the third, who | 
gaue the looking on, may-ſaane ſpoyle them both - The 
king of Spaine taking good counſaile , was no whit ſozis 
to ſe the fire among vs: ſoʒ while wee were bulle about 
fetching of water, wee had no leiſure to returns the fire- 
band againſt him. Foz that was the thing he alwaies fea- 
red: L leſt notwithſtanding all bzotherhood, theſe 
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vsong kings being valiant enough , ſhoulde in their ke 
beat foz want of other woꝛke let vpon him. Upon this con 
ſizeration bath he alwaies held vy our rebels 
1/4) limiting thereto a poztion of his 1odian.gald, of much gre- 55 
ter danger to vs then bis Þpaniſh. tron. Beſides being once 
beeretofoze moleſted by Monſieur and the French in his 
territozies of Flaunders, he bath bene deſtrous of Ciuyll 
warres in France, rather foz the conſeruation of his owne: 
then foz any vſurpation of ours. Howbeit in the end, ſer · 
ing all the ehildzen of France deceaſed one after another, 
and thereby the king now liuing atteined to the nigheſt de⸗ 
gre of the crowne, fearing vnnoudtedl ie bis power and 
being greatly intang led with him about olde quarrels, be 
reſolned to turne all his endeuours. all his gold and all his 
iron againſt him, with a double deuice : — 
realue if he may, next at the leaſt either toouerthzow 
10 king nam raigning and (0 dilmember the ſtate, 0; elle to 
it tranſter it into ſome other hand, 
1 Barein lieth a great myſterie, to) a6 the dine le der- 
| moze 8 ſpirit of deuiſian, ſothis monarch bis chiefeſt facoz 
and agent in the eſtate of the league, hath ſozced as many 
repugnances in his fi: deſire as map bee. And wot yes 
my .. bow? After the deceaſe of the late king, the houſe of Lor- 
* rayne imagined the realme to be wholie theirs. Naw if 
4 we muſt nedes deſcribe what bolpes they bad. Firſt fo; 
| the commodit ie of their warte they founde whole PÞoun- 
taines al gald in paris. It is a great matter that the Acs 
[] counts of one pteres expenſes ſhould amount to ſeuentene 
14 bundꝛed thouſandcrownes. Asfo2 the fauour of the com⸗ 
mons, the whole Realme in manner made a ſecond reuolt 
at the comming of this new king, whoe from the firſt day 
remained alone, le that had any man in thoſe daies ſpoken 
I will not ſay of calling in the king ol Spayne to bee their 
king, but even of committing to his bands the leaſt village 
of France, they would haus been angrie: and Jdo beleue 
that without difficultie, had the conflict at Argue: had good 
lucceſte, ata hr alone e 
| cro wile, 
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man well enough : he ler well enough that theſemen wert 
to pꝛoud fo2 him to aſke any ſharte among them, and there 
foze that it were good to let them runne into neceſſity and 
bunger. as faulconers dos vie their Hawkes , who other⸗ 
wiſe would not ſtoope to the lurs. 

Thus at the beginning he thought it enough to leaue a- 
mong them Mcndoza, Hill to continue good intelligence 
with them, as beeing well affured that theſe good Yuſ- 
bands would not tarry long without pꝛouiſton of ſaffron, 
and that they woulde talke. On the ather lide, the others 
while their good daics laſted and that they had ſomewhat 
to take to, neuer troubled themſelues greatly with cours 
ting the king ol Spayne : but afterward, foztune turning 
der whale, they gew moze ſupple, whiles he foz his part 
conceived an appzehenſion of the pzoſperities of our king, 
his particular enemie: ſo that they beganne on both ſydes 
better to concurre, the Guizians who already were out of 
expectation of tranſferriag the crowne into their familye, 
conſenting that Pope Sixtus then raigning, ſhoulde ſends 
into France a Legat of the Spaniſh faction, by whome beg 
p20pounded ſome entrie to the French, todzawe them to 
receiue a new king. 

And this will 3 ſay by the way, that al theſe people, ha⸗ 
ning each a ſeuerall intent and deaile, were alla conſtray- 
ned to ſec ſund2y faces upon theit actions accozving to the 
parties whom they were to deale withall : fo; certainelis 
1 into France was neuer deuiſed but 

fo2 the adgancement of the king Spaincs affaires: and yet 
228 ſame time per ſwade our pooze frantike 
townes, that all was fo; the good of the realme,and to the 
end that he by his aucthozitie ſhould withdzaw the Catho- 
likes from about the On the one ſpde necellitie con- 
RO IR] the other ſpde pꝛoſperity doth 
appeate. The kinge of Spayne is glad quietlie to ſe this 
people come to his almes , 3 he offereth them 

vo 
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The nov eftare of France, 

godly matters, where with he furniſht them a litle und 
that little but lowly fo2 glutting : ſo that ſeeing how his 
water dꝛopped vpon them, a man might well indge that 
he meant rather to increaſe then any way to quench they 


thirtk. They on the other ſide, hungry after his ſuccour,doe 


0 


make their pouerties athouſand times greater: thep1þzea- 
ten him vnder hand with reconciliation : they p2ofeft that 
in caſe he giue themouer, they will not fo caſt themſelues 
away. This pollicie taketh plate: the old deceauer feareth 
teaf he ſhould ſ& the king eſtabliſhed, and they knowing 
the lame, do purpoſely pꝛocure rumours therof : they cauſe 
packets to be intercepted : they giue ſundꝛie allarmes to 
Mendoza,and the commander Moree. Finally foz a time, 
it was a pleaſare to marke their tountenances: hey to 
wꝛeſt money and other commodities from his handes foz 
nothing: he to giue them nothing but vppon god gage, 
Their entent was to haue ſaccour of the king of Spayne, 
and yet no other wile to recompence his expences, but with 
the trouble and deuiſton of France, whereof he receiued 
fruit ſufficient ( (aid they) thereby auoiding the greatnelſe 
and eſtabliſhment of his capital enemp:but his denice had 
a further reach: Fo2 be not content with the defftuction of 
dur king, laboureth aboa realme,wher- 
to he hal hardly attaine,befoze he hath vnho2ſed and oner- 
th:owne all theſe Lorraine Pzinces , together with all o- 
thers that haue any ſhare therein: who as himſelfe well 
perteiueth, are now loth to haue laboured e ſowed lo long, 
and to let him reape the whole harueſt, Jn the meane time 
the kinges affaires doe p;oſper in Normandie here vpon 
haue the leaguers a good argument to exclaime, and the 
good man isfozced thereupon to furniſh them of mony, and 
to ſend them the County Egmont afwell to authoꝛtze 
his affairs among them, and to weaken theirs, as carneft- 
ly fo ſuctour them againſt the king, whoſe Fee asl 
haue ſaid, he doth ertreamelp feare. All this notwithffan- 
ding, yet fpeake they not all fo his minde: alt ther 02 ati» 
ons are but gay thankey, goodly remonſſrances toncern- 
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ing a zeale to Catholicke religion, wherewith Xaidtheys z 
dught to be touched, and iti congderation. thereof, frely to 
alliſt them, as to a moſt catholike king appertaine th. bis 
was not inough foz him : neither ſpake they lo much in 
ſpozt. 

Herevpon followeth the battaile at Lure, where the 
Spaniſh faces together withthe power of the league wer 
— This bzought theſe French Captains out of 
all likelihod, abilitie and hope ener to be able alone to dg- 
fend themſelaes , ſo that then they were fozced to depend 


wholly vpon the king of Spaincs caurteſie. vppan whatſoe- 


uer conditions he would oz they could: Me loꝛ his part by 
this battell loſt not ſo much thzough his troupes there de · 
feated , as he gotte by ſing the French his partakers 
bought to ſuch neceſſitie as to offer him the blanck papers 
And in truth J think that had he then bin at Bruxels, as he 
was at Eſcurial, and y with ſped he might haue bin aduer- 
tiſed of their eftate, and haue anſwered them as ſpedily a- 


them: but befoze the poſtes could runne ſo farre and came 


againe» there grew ſome change in the townes, who reco- 
__ueredofthisfirft feare, did well thinke that there was 


ſome quieter courle to pꝛeſerue themſe lues, then by (el- 
ling themfelues fa their ancient enemy. 


vpan the river of Scyne both abone and beneath and appea- 
reth befoze Paris. T hen is the Duke of Mayne dziuen to 
trauell euen into Flanders, where he leaueth nothing vn- 
granted: whatſocuer is demanded he offercth ; but inthe 


ſackes bottom ther appeaceth ſamallabulitie,thas; whac 


ſoeuer he offereth48(tuſbnathing:And there Gewed be-tbat 
be had badly gouet ned, as I hans ſaid befoze , that he had 


tut all che power of his faction fall into the handes of the 
comnuntaltie and great townes ; of home de was not ol 
aut hozitie ſuſfitient to diſpofe . They in the meane teme 
lay liteniug at ſhe ruent of the great ſedge, ana cheĩe ca- 
ther hatten to abide ud eee, 


enter⸗ 


againe, bee woulde haue entred great capitulations wuß 


The daunget ſtill angmenteth : behold the king ſeazeth | 
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onferfeſnment of the Pariſians, thep might thinke of their 

dwae affayres, then in the meane time bpon an vncerten- 

tie to loſe th mſelues, 82 headlong to caff themſelues into 

the king ol Spaines handes This canſcd him at bis com- 

. ming to the Duke of Parmacs feœtę at Bruxelso receing 

lach enterteinment as neyther beſcemed his calling, nep- 

ther was wozthye the maiette of the realme: as that the 

lientenant general of the whole effate and crown of Frice, 

ſhould ſhameſullie court him who in title was no ather but 

his maiſters lieutenant ouer one onely Pꝛouinte. He that 

entreth into a princes houſe, how tree ſoeuer he be at his 

comming, returneth a ſeruant ſayde Pompey vnts his 

friends, when affer the loſſe of the battell of Pharſale hee 

went to aſke luctour of Ptolomie. Che conquered whoe 

with emptie hands come to craus of other Pzinces they3 

neighbourgare ſubiea to ſuch caſnalties. Well maiſt thou 

| curſſe thy ſelfe, thou Pzince, who vnder the king thy ma(- 

4 tler haddeſt ſo goodly offices, that now thou haſt beene (@ 

1 wꝛetched as to pꝛocure ſuch a diſhonoz to this great realm, 

1 to the me moꝛy of thy pzedeceſſ02s,and to thy owne perſon. 

A Without paſſion am J compelled to obiea vnto thee this 
14 honourable rep2och. 

Neuerthel«Ce all his ſubmiſſe pꝛaiers, all his con iura⸗ 

vr tions, all his pꝛolers had bene in vaine, had not the mere 

} intereſt ofthe old Tyꝛant of Caſtile bene inſertedamong. 


| Foz the king in the meane time without intermiſſion lo 
4 p2zefeth Paris, that it is at the point to be loſt, t in the loſs 
thereof, without difficultie it ſubuerted the whole faction 


of the league. — wp pee den ye 
the pꝛolperitie of this thanderpolt tozmenteth . 
q |! moꝛe then the imaginarie reſpects of Religion, o: the trus 

0 confiderations of the danger of his partakers could haus 

mooued him. He plaine lie ſeth that the conqueſt of this (, 

towne would canquer the eſtate : and long hath bee noted 

that the fire ance quenched with vs, hee mult receine the 
Same; yet as a god huſband, with bis owne inter eſt hes 

Unittsth o 
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mu expzeſſelie to fozbid his lieutenant not to ſet fozwards 
dntill their extreame neceCitte- and that be had firſt we- 
d from them al the aſſurances [ 
iblie ye ccd. This is his good3eale : and indeede thers 
is no doubt but in this terrour , they woulde graunt to 
bim his whole deſires , where without certainly the other 
would nenec haue ſet fozward. 

I any man do nowe obiec this bnto them, they tout 
and ſtiffelic do denie it, yet can they not (aye but in thoſs 
times here were intercepted ſome packets wherein the 
king of Spayne wzote to Mendoꝛa theſs wozdes + I haue 
commanded the Duke of Parma to come ſuccour my 
towne of Paris, Theſe were the tearmes that hee euen 
then vſed : and that this was ſo, no ſ@ner was the lledge 
raiſed and the danger paſſed, but they began to ſcozne the 
* Catnt, And J haue heard it certainely aduowed that Men : 
doza once ſhewed a waiting with certaine articles wher- 
to they had condiſcended, impoꝛting very range clauſes, 


Namely toacknowledgethe Spaniſh King fon that king: 


to receine of him agonernour : to deliner certaine places 
where to builde Citadels: with many other ſernile condy+ 
tions/which the king, whole father they bad Caine, 4 wha 
held the ſwo2d totheir th2oates, would neuer haue requys 
red, Pet this doo J nat affiring to be true, albeit A leap- 
ned it of one of thetr facion,ons whom we accqunt(excepe 
fo2 this blemith) a man of honogr : neither can Athinks 
khat the wyole towne would coaſent to ſuch publ ika infa⸗ 
mie : but howloeuer it be, it was ons of the Make of Par- 
ma complaints at dis return and ane of the taaſaus where 
vpon he would nat enter into Paris; which neuertheleſte 
de would neuer publich leaſt the.cell of our tow- 

purpoſes. and conditions he maant heeccaſter to ſut 


coor France. | 4 1 e es "R ' 
Well, the Duke of Parma parttie on his own. hope, 


luctour of Paris, nd that wig fo gd hp wrde 
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neallguricothit inthe face ofthe greatult captain iu Chzi- 8 


ſtendome, and the bꝛaue ſt nobilitie in the wo2ld, be frath 
it without the loſſe of any one man: he wꝛeſteth it out of 
dur handes and fozceth vs to raiſe the edge rea we had 
vndoubtedlp done it as ſhametullp as he vaged vs bꝛanelp, 
had not he one ly, whole intereſt therein was moꝛe then al 
the reſt, ſhewed alone moze age in that miſ- 
fo:tune then the reſt of his whole armte:and ſo may Itru- 
ly ſap: foꝛ hs ſaued the honour of aur retraia, by his of- 
ten turning backe and attending the ennemy ſometimes 
two dates in a place, and beating and fozemg towns in hrs 
view: our onely conſolation in this diſgrace, which ſurely 
God had turned to our maze diſadvantage, had bemeaſu- 
red his punilhinentes by the fauttes and offences where- 
with this great army was wzetchedly polluted daring this 
fiedge; But there is no remedie, J cannot fozce my penne, 
I muſt herein let a trueth eſcape me. I cannot denie but 
the king is moꝛe beholding to his nobilitie then euer was 
af pine: t ſt toꝛ that they at their aiune charges inthe 
middoſt of fo many diſcommodities, ioſſes and la bours, dos 
follow and help him to retouer biseltate.then that during 
the rdpiline ol the two other eſtates , they hold to hym 
wonder full fidelitie:yet muſt J needes auouch that our im. 
pacioncie,onr delicacie, our French and wanton humour 
paris to receatie a great and natable + 
dilgt ats. Mhatiſhnlv ſuch wzetched weaklings deuoyd of 
all hondut oz : ſuch po2toz8, artificersand women 
continue fre months beſiedged : be vzought to extreame 


neteffitie- euen to the examples of hozibts famine, and nes 
ner o wage mg 
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kities,fo haut obtained the honour al la faire a day: and you 
foza lifle want ( had rather terme it ſo then wozſe) were 
not aſhamed to haue as it were ſould your reputation to 
this Marrane? to let lip the opoꝛtunttie of renenging vpon 
bim the battailes of Graueling and &. Quintins: ſo many 
treaſons, ciuill warres and pzaciſes,and ſo manie calami⸗ 
ties as he hath cauſedth2oughout our realn?© ye French 
men, ye haue let flip out of your handes the crown of your 


king, his eminencie, his peace aud pours, which pou might 


haue purchaſed with ane dates labour, whereas nowe be- 
foze pe come to the li may perhappes 
trauell al the daies of your lifes : but hereof enough. Uee 
ſhall (if it pleaſe God) ſhoꝛtly ſind mranes to recquer this 
onerſight,and we muſt do better another time. 

Paris thus ſet free, the Dake of Parma ſetleth himſelfes 
be ſaith that his commandement ſtretcheth no further:thaf 
be ſheweth to the Pariſians moze liberty then is graunted 
them: vnder hand he telleth them that if they will haue a · 
ny mo2s, they muſt purchaſe it with the venie: and at that 
time were there ſome ſpeeches of thoſe offers and pꝛoffers 
made to Mendoza in their time of danger: but they excu⸗ 
ſed themſelues mekely vpon this title For feare, and vpon 
this law, The perill once paſſed, ſo that then this god ſir 
wel perceived that who ſo taketh not a woman, and a coins 
manalfy at their in. mutt take another day: he v2geth 
them, but in vaine: they returne him faire wozdes:thep tel 
him that it is fo ſmall purpoſe onely fo raiſe an army from 
befoze them, vnleſte he alſo fa:ce thoſe holdes that kepeth 
theirs ſhut np: that after his departure they ſhalbe as bad 
as befoze : let him then vndertake this matter and after 
ward they wil talk dftheir pꝛomiſea. Yhis was the towns 
oꝛation . Heoredponhbe challengeth the Duke of Mayne, 
and thoſe that had parlied with him : he ſummoneth them 
to ſhew ſome effect of their pꝛontiſes, and to pteld to hys 
maiſter ſame fruit af bis great labour and charges : other- 
wile himſelfe wllretire : but they no longer able to dic 


lemble their weakenefle , Ra 
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+ The now eftate of France, | 
derffand thereof ; but withall they ſhew him that i he 
lo depart, and that the Commons and townes of France do 
find ſo (mall pzofit in his aſſiſtance , they will not another 
kime in hope thereof be abuſed, neyther will there be anie 
waie to kepe them vpon the firſt neceſſitie from peloing, 
This was the great ſtring that thep harped vpon ſo often 
as they liſted to get any thing at the king of Spayns hands, 
which he alſo better vnderſtood then the Duke of Parma 
bis lientenant, who wozketh nat vpon the liks conſidera- 
tion, but hath other denites, pet doth this greatly tronblg 
him. Ve ſeth well enough that this people do mocke him, 
and that the moꝛe they are deliuered out᷑ ol daunger, the 
lelle they will dw: vet dooth bee feart that his retire wil 
dꝛiue them into deſpaire, and ſo being wearis ol the warrs 
to capitulate with their mayſter which ts bis laſte doubt. 
Chus balfe conuerted, he marcheth on foz ward, and geeth 
to the fiedge of Corbeil, as well vpon hope that at the firſt 
fight of him, they will y&ld vnto him both the bpper and 
lower ſide ofthe riner , as it were to trie whether by 
taking theſe places, Paris would be as good as her wozde : 
batdinding by the event that as well in the one as in the o⸗ 
ther be was deceined, her fullisceſolucd to retire , and as 
ſuddenlie put it in execution: neytber ſlant be ane ſounde 
wink befoze he came ſafe ta Bruxels, giuing his partakers 
councell in the meane time to make vs ſome motion of 
peace 92 fruce, ſo to fruffrate the effects of our armies foz 
all the next winter: wherein truely the ad purchaſed 
no great honour, as vũng in an actien ſo neceſſarie fo; all 
France, ſo ſmal truth and affection; but this requirgth a (e- 

nerall diſcourſe. | 
J baue thought it good expꝛeſſelie fo note at length all 
the kings ol Spaine padceeding in the French afſayzes, to 
the ende that ſache as are to paſſe by his lands maye well 
iudge ot his intents : now will J end with this pꝛincyple, 
that albeit there be great matter betwene him and our N. 
A greatlie feareth his aduancement, yet will hee 
er la openly intruve bunſel(y into matter of this ys 
115 | er 
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epther connert ——— extepte 


he ler. ſame evident counnoditte, and firſt (et Int auuon the 
necks of all the partakers of the eapue, togither with all 
the capitallfownes of France. Neyther doo J conclude 
that contrariwiſe vnleſſe de canatchicue his purpoſe, bee 
will quite give them:auer :02 that he will not Cit] furniſh: 
them wich ſame - what wherewith aſter a ſozt to reſiſt, ſo 
to keepe them from looking to themſelues oꝛ calling they 
wits togither: bat that all other buſineſſe laid aparie, hee 
will implay the treſute of bis India: to canauer the realm 
foz the Duke of Mayne 
the Common · weal 

aduiſe This — erroꝛs that they 
which o doo ith this Ponarch,'doe not inhis ſuc- 
cour : but otherwiſe be is ſo ola. ſa farre woꝛne, and @ 
a&re to dis ende. that (ſuch as dun nend hunan him. are 
vut ſmall aurance ; andaffer his deceale his eftates,ag 
well as ours, doo ; that 
they ſhall haue enough ; theugh - 
they neuer tome here to warre againit vs. A 
'- Nowthece remaine vet the Dukes ol Lorrain and Sa- 
voy, They, tobe ſhoꝛt. doo reſemble the belns. that pa⸗ 

baue dined, cat- 


— 


tient lis doo waite vntill the great dogge 

ching at ſome finall nio2ſels vnver dts bellie, that be ſa@th 
nat. Fozalbeittheir titles to the vlarpation of France bs 
as many as the king cf Spaines, pet date they not make a+ 
ny ſ:mblant againſt him: but were be dead there wenids 
be ſome ſpozt among them. as well on this fide the mods 
as beyond; and they will hardly bcare the like reſpec to 
thee at, oz toþ hasch as they da ta the godmaa. The 
which will ene day ſhoot vp and 
— faire fruit'of piſco2d if it pleaſe Ood, and that 
peraduenture at ſuch a time as be will giue vn grace to be 
lookers on, when aur turne commeth : 02 af the leaſt if we 
| mult needes be players_it may be upon their ſcaffold, _ 
vpon our ne. 

Thus both in groſſe andjgretapea wn within 0 
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| The now eſtate of France, 
Reatins as without wee \{ all thoſe that chaltenge any 
| Caro in aur eſtate, and that haue engeadzed,b2ev, hatcbed 
and nouriſhed this curſed league among vs. Alas, pet if as 
mong them there were anyone , 1 dee not ſay that might. 
pꝛous a better king then ours, but that were but capable 
to be king, whoſe companions would not deux him the ſecp 

ter, but yeld vnto him: who tould take from the townes all { 

meaites of altering the gouernment: who could releue the 
people: ſatiſũe the clergie : content the nobilitie: re ſloʒe t 
neri one to his degree and calling : defend the whole body 
of the realme, and der pe it from diſmembzing : reſtabliſhe 
luſtice, and bannith viotence and pillage . To be bꝛieſt 
who had dut one qualitie delonging to a king, 3 woulde in 

a ſoz t excuſe thele beuililh perſons, and pardon their erro2 

| committed in fozſaking a bzane and nee, re · 
$ pleniſhed with vertus tuſtiet and experience: Wiſe to go- 

| nerne his eſtate and defenvit: I ſay in fo2ſakirg ſuch a one 
| | :lmpotent,trembling with dilsales and 
| axe : either fog childzenmilbozne, both in body and minve: 
| 92 foz petie Pl 


nes deaoid of authozitie,of no fozce, weak 

enough to withland their pertakers, 02 their friendes,al- 
4 beit their enemies neuer meddle with troubling of them. 
| vzooke this, to ſe that among them all, ſach 
wiſe heades , oz that io take themſelues to be, there is no 
| 


counſaite, but what tendeth to ruine, to deſtruction, toviſ- 
membzing, v2 toſharing and deuiding of this effate, as if 
their ſoneraigne felicity confiſted in the viter decay therof, 
becauſe they themſelues are not able to ke pe it out ol the 
polleſſion of the right king. And woe be to pou Nobilitie, 
Clergie,Commons,and Towns, in caſe yon dwel among 
theſe diſeindzers, vz that their d2ifts take place» ve ſhall 
no longer de of France, One maſt be aSpaniard t an other | 
| maſt hold of the League : another muſt acknowledge Sa- 
| uoy : one muſt ſtoape to the gonernement of the Duke of 
| | | Toycuſe,aduaunced to the Countie of Tholouze : another 
Ich of Orleans: another to the Duchie 


to the Commonwea 
ether : another to the Cantons of Picatdie. o be * | 
| \ = 


* 
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it will be a goodly fight : 3 wot not whetheraſter luch a 
Nozme your childzen may ma L 
this great ſhip, but ol this Jam well aſſured, that ſo mauy 
__ wes chance to be in it at the waecke ſhall be 
n hard 

Cwo other factions at that time in France,-Namely, 
that of the late king that is to ſay, of true French men ( foꝛ 
ſo we are to call them) the Pzinces ſeruants, and that bad 
regard one ly to the Crowne: and that of thoſe of the tt ligi⸗ 
on, wham their owne defence, togither with the oppꝛeſſlon 
whereinto they were bzought,bad in trueth iull ilicd: theſle 
two J (ay were vnited and confoanded in one by the com- 


ming ol this king: yea the laft of them is ſo extinguiſhed 


4 


= the dominion ropall: the other of the Commons 


that there can be no lawfull diciadion, as invade it were 
not ucts that the effect ceafing, / 02 they not v2ged 02 per- 
ſecuted, they ſhould.in matter concerning ciuill obediencs 
bold a ſenerall body in the oftate. : iffo2 matter of con- 
ſcience they cannot at this pꝛeſent change their o2der, that 
is done. As J haue then noted, that the pcople and —— 7 


that haue leaſt intereſt in the monarchie. haus received 
factious of the league, and ſuppoꝛted their faction 3 _— 
— —ͤ— — eſtate royal, 


did wholly commit it ſelfe to — og nes 
turne to my firſt courſe;in lia w that afoze we had thag ſa c- 


tions in France, when the fozme of our kingdome ſtoode 
whole, now that it is defaced in the heartes of moſte of our 

ſabiectes, we haue (to ſpeake p2operly) but two. Ons of 
2bilitic,afifted by the chiefe of the Ciorgp,which bp- 


wit h the remnant andſkumme of the Clergle,that ſetcth 
to alter the ſame, 

Now in the ficlt, contrary to the other, there is not an- 
ty better g2der (fo; the Cate of the realme doth reſt ther in) 
moꝛe iuſtice to content the confciences of ſuch as are theres 
in, but alſo much moꝛe ſuretit and (afetie ; fo2 at the ltaſt 
the king hath to withifand none but his enemies: none of 
his owng faction doth * his calling * 


r 
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his ablolüte power. No 1 wan dooth thinke vpon altring 
the gouernment : lo that fo; his part all is ſafe, and pꝛo⸗ 
uided that he vangn > his enimies, nothing troſſeth him 
| whereas albeit the others Would get the better hande, pet 
woulde there out of their victo2ie ſpꝛing vp among them⸗ \ | 
ſelaes a thouſand viſſentions, woꝛds and quarrels, Jl | | 
- Yearemihbt J now finde place conuenient at large to | 
_ __..peLrive aur king now? ruling , alſo the foles andinffru- _ 
ments that he vleth. In a great tempeſt, one of the ſurcſt 
helpes that may be, reſteth in making the Pilot thoꝛowlie 
ta vnderſland his own eſtate: and as J haue ſpoken of the 
degrees of all theſe pettie vlurpers, ſo were it requiſite to 
ſhew what our lawfull pzince is: but whatſocuer frueth 
might be ſet downe, it would not much differ from latte 
| rie, in caſs J ſhould ſet all downe : neither will it beſeine 
| either me to wzite it Iuſtus 02 thee to read if ; and therkoze 
| 2 will tell th only ſo much as heretofoze I haue ſapd, and 


= 


| what J thinke neceſſarie h&re to be ſet downe. 1 
| Zo paint him out with one one ly dꝛaught of a ll, 
J tell the luſtus at one wozd,he is amightie king 8 
and 4 would counſell every of his neighbours that liſte e 


ö deale with him, hardly not to leaue any thing at þcme, As 
0 fo2 the wwe — naturall diſpoſition,it'ts ſo cx- 
1 treame c ac that whatſocuer be giue him- 
oplieth bis J to, doing foꝛ the 
gat once : and indeed in his pꝛeſent 
a be bach in — opinion committed the feweſt euer 
, lights of aun Pꝛince inthe wozjd He can hard ze lerne 
Aa long veliberatton to a ſpedie occurrence; and that is the 
© reaſonthat in the cfcets of warte he is wanderfull;fos his 
+- deedand deliberation doo concurre at onegandas well ta 
©" theoneastorhe other heminilteththe whale parſence of \ 
bis igvgement . But in councellsthat require. gelaies, in 
truth he hath n&d of belpe; and this ſhoalce they that ſerue 
| ,| him well know, in that it is nat poſſible he Qhould reuoke 
N is mind from ſpedie purpoſcs wherein he doth continu⸗ 


| rr ng ag being uo ogner ay enve but ther ns 
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m. fatigabliche Rippeth himſelfe into another) fo leans t 8 
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diſcourſe of negotiations of longer tra. Pet hath he this 
in him, which ſhoald greatlie content his counſellozs, that 
albeit he neuer thought vpon oz was diſpoſed ta a matter, 
vet in caſe his ſeruants bauing thozowlie pandered 4 de- 
bated the ſame, do come and giue him to vnderſtand of if, 
be is lo readie to the very point, and to note what 
22 Or i peel 
bim to baue bern pꝛouided fo2 it befoze. Py ſelle haue len 


one come to impart to him a matter of impoztance, whers» 
of he had neuer heard, who at his returne bath beene ok o. 


- pinion that ſome yath bzoken with him of it befoze . But 


this pzocdeth of his waonderfull redineCe and quick ſpi- 
rit;wherein God hath vouchſafed to reconpence ons thing 


with another. 
ve is mozeouer a Pꝛince that repoſeth moſt credit and 
confidence in ſuch as him (an oꝛdinarie commendati- 


on ot valiant heartes) and one that leaſt croſſeth hem in 
e ee eee e 
— —.— in ſuch ſo2t that 3 _ 
dutie without im , may 
ſap that if they that are about his perſon, eſpeciallis ſachs 
as haue any grcatdignities, doo rightlye vndertake the 
ſame, the fault ſhall be in them, if without difficultie they 
take not 
foz barevnto hee — 2 
there an thing wh X WEL * I, 
SS 
Foꝛ there albeit be trieth 11s capt! 
another pet is it eaſie to imagine that his aan i — 


the wozlt. + 
delle were 


and in truth no man can denie but t 
: notwithtanding in all other matter 
of the lawes in Checker caſcs, in ſaꝛten ne 
gatiations, in f 


miniſtration 
perdie diſpatches, in rap pat ore rey 
lo foo2th; knowing that the time naw ſeructh nat in annlie 


hinielt wholy thereabout, de 6 doothalcogier reli 5 pon 


r is 
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8 11 — of Franee. 
ſuch his ſeruauntes and officers as de findeth to haue fra- 
nailed therin and thzoughly to hane conſidered of the ſame, 
namely in that he repoſeth his confidence in them. Mhere · 
loꝛe J dare here pꝛonounte them biterly to be inerecu⸗ 
fable, if in dealing in the affaires of the realme * vle not 
whatſneuer method themſelues ſhall keff like of, in that 
. their maiſter takethnot ſo great delight in any thing as in 
the eſtablichment of gad o2ders , ſuch as being well gut- 
ded the whale wo21d may like of; and to the which be may 
athouſand times moze eaſily be induced to frame and ſub⸗ 
mit himlelfe then of himlelfe to eſtabliſh them. And indeed 
it is verie requiſite he ſhould bs ealed ot that labour. 
If any thing be to'be ſpoken further ol his behauio2:cnen 
from the beginning of his youth. be hath been miſuſpeced 
of a certain fault, from which he is as free , as from anie 
fault that can be noted in his diſpoſition. The bouſe nher 
of he is boꝛne, his phiſnomie , his ſpeeche s, his geſtures 


imoze ſouldierlike than other wiſe,make him to he ſuſpected ,_ 


to be light minded. uu pet not withſtanding, whether it 
be that he bath cozr 3 by cunning,02 whether 
it be oł his very inclination it ſelle: there is not in 


Re harris 
that be vntill he haue r 
cb bene 


that he may iuſtiy incurre the blame, enen 
A certaine great Pzinee of France, 
time that he was bnconftant. Ye to dsfend bimſelfe, made 
all his officers ofhoutholo, of his kitchen, of his Panntry, 
of his wineleller, of his ſtable, and in maner all the 4 
dis traine,to come fo2th,e there was not any of th# 


ther dad not ſerued 02 were 2 


ſeruedhis father , his grandfather, 02 bimſelfe from his 
cradle; wherewith the other was greatly grauciled, who 
+ was woont to renew his houſheld eueric tha manethes. 
Contrartwiſe in this mans houſe, there hath not been anis 
one ſeruant vnto this day, that hath been put out of ſeruice. 

(which is a rare matter in tims of ciuil warres,)not with- 


ſtanding that OLIN; which haue nat been 
| vtterly 


+ 
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The now eſtate of France, 31 
way” © Wi war — 
th bien and i | 

Jbard ſoʒ him to be other wile, — — 
a Pꝛinte that had ben oner liberall ao: . And it may be 
that the greatertremities wherein he had paſſed tve moſte 
part ut his age, made him to feare leaſt he ſhould be tyed to 
necellitie ill. J will not gainſay this marke, lo it were 
true indeed, Foz whether it be in a pꝛiugte bouſhold 02 in 


a kiugdame: it is alwaies 
ok: wh 


that theone p | 
Nneceflities; but this man doth not ſo: The other gane ſom 
mangiueth little to manie. 


times w; andfthis 


mach to fe 
But in the end it will be found 


| 
| 
ante be was king, then his pzedeceſſo; vid in re yeares 1 
Ade. ä and generally alt they tat hn f 
; 
G 
| 


ſerned him, haue 
And now 


vnto hum. It is a great wozd that J ſay, and 


it: but pet ſoit is. Ne- 


ſuch as 
bato him, The regard and Maieſtis of a great king, giueh 


But afoze them that areof 
D. 4 * make 


— 


The now eftate of France, 
meet calling, they be not to be excuſed, i they conceale che 
| euill which they ſ@ . Ve ginetb them leaue to teil it him, 


and although that vppon the ludden he ſeeme ſometime to 
be oſfended at the aduice, and to deſpiſe it: pet dooth hee 

thinke vpon it afterward; and pꝛouide fo2 it. Yowſocuer 

the caſe Sand, it is lawfull (o2 men vmer this king, 
too thinke freelpwhat t * 

ther thinke; whereof'J delire no better p:ofe than this 21s 

lple re a man durſt not 

haue witten, vnder ſoweother pꝛince. But this kind ot 
| humour is neuer to be founde , but in a geod conſcience, Ju 

| 9 which being ſaund in it ſelle. paſſeth not fo2 the lihertit of 

| mens ſperches: wheras on the contrarie part the Pzinces 
| that are giuen to bite, neuer take in goed 
woozth, be it giuen them foz pꝛoſit 02 fo2 loue to wardes 
| them : but imagin it to ber a repꝛoch to them, anda publi 
thing of their crimes The reſte of bis liſeand. beba- 
| niour giue him ſuch a qualitic, that if there were no moꝛe 
but onelye that, yea enen though hee were otherwiſe ha 

you maula ſay heſmæted with vice a all: o- 


: + grimedaud as 

ü uer, yet won that uneehuls ——ů pork 
enimies verie willi and ws (oftentimes to our gre) 

| tontelle, that he is the gentleſt, t moſt eaſie ſo giue pars ,_ 

F don, and the moſte ſozaetfull of iniaries.tha ener was, 
In derd a Lion were not a Lien, but fo al 
teeth: a hoꝛʒſſe were not ta be leared, but foz his heeles and 


bis tccte : an Aſpwazne is not to be dzeaved, but foz his 
2 is a pꝛince terrible, but foz his cruelty ons 
If he bee fearefull, vet max he well baue bardie Cay · 
taynes about him: it be be boluytunus, he may enterteine 
6 ſomeman of wiſedome to manage his atfaires: if he be ta. 
ue tous, he ſhall be conſtrained in the end to ſpende vppon 
bimlelte, and the ver p credit af a king, (hall al waies make 


him to make a good ſhew to the wozid whether he will 0; 

no: If he be pꝛadigall, yet by impoueriſhing himſclfe, hee 

ſhall at leaſtwiſe enrich bis ſubicas 2 * 
there 


9 


Sr 
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The now eſtate of France; 22 
there is a ſalue. But if be be eruell, given to renenge, 
wiſchieuous, and delighting in bloud : na man dares deals 
with him, there is to much daunger in the matter, and it 

+ 1s the certaineſt marke ofa Tyzant. Foz although that 
name ma well be attributed to ali wicked pzinces : vet 
is if not to any but ſuch as arc crueti and bloudthir- 
ſlie; (0 as tt may wel be ſaid to be the higheſt vice that tan 
be in a king, andmoCto be feared abous all other. We be 
not (God be thanked) in daunger of that fo our king; and 
Itannot tell whether inſpeaking of this humoz, J ſhould 
lay another thing. 


= 


in it. J tonteſſe that 
bane an infalli- 5 


lo lang as thepercill en- 
le gentleneſſe may be blemiſhed with the re- 
þ of fearefuineſſe.and with the dzead of like meaſure. 


ta paint. aut vnto thee, the vameaſureable mildnes of this 
Paince, the which by his bzinging vp from the cradle, a- 
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The now eſtate of France. 
we could not diſce rae them from our ſelnes . They haut 
ben with the Pzince at his going to bed, at his riſing , at 
his meales, in his chamber, in his cabines , and at all hes 
pꝛiuate houres. I ſpeake not of the pꝛincipall ſozt onely, to 
whom he might haue yecldedthis god countenance , inre- 
ſpec ofthe honoux that Chꝛiſtians yeld one to another: 
Foz it might haue beſcemed him wel enough, to haue done 
ſo to the Duke de Mayne oz to the Pyinceof Parma, it they 
had ben his pꝛiſoners But theſe graces were ſhewed moſt 
commonly to vuder-officers of the Campes in the ciuill 
warres, we foz their lines dur ſt not haue ſpoken to 
the king, if the 2 had not been his ennemies and yet being 
in that tate, they t eceiued good countenance at dis hand. 
Let men blame chis manner of dealing as mach as they 
lift, as peraduenture they haue reaſon to doe, and J will 


- willingly help them ſoꝛ the loue that J beare thi; yet mutt 


Inteds ſay in frueth, that it pzoc&deth of a very naturall 


difpoſition which he hath to fo2get the offence that is done, 
as ſone as it is in his power to reuenge it. Foz as well in 


his pꝛiuate doings, as in warres, towardes the ſetuantes 
ol his chamber. towards the Gentlemen of his houſe,cuen 
in plate where no man ſes him, where noneceſſitie con. 
ſkraines him, be retaineth fill al lane maner ofmildneſſe, 
pea euen in ſuch ſozt as declineth into negligence. // 


This is all that J can ſayof him. #02 as touching the 


reft of bis conditions, the pointes that J will further ſpeak 


of, ſhall be ſuch as may rather concern a pzinate perſon, 
than a Pzince, Neuertheleſſe J will beginne his poztrati- 
ture at this laſt colour ; howbeit that it be rather an ozna- 
ment than a counterfet of big viſage. And 
to be hath been 


fo; bis pleaſure, r backs 

foe him — HANeEN 0 wy 

begod ſa2tune(ifa termeit)ſo beyond hope, 

{ fit to his parpaſe, eofſogr at 

neden be ſayd, that tuen from his cradle an Angell of 
God 
PP |. 


+4 — 
— an * 


Iſaythathither- 
tuer were. Ve neuer came in any place, bnlefſe it were 
but his enemies hans turned thei 


that it muſt 


* ”” 
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: noweſtate of nee. 
Sad hath been at bis ſlde, — — | 
making his dealings molt wonderfully to pzeuaile againſt 


the doings of his enemies, a thouſand times mo2e than he 
bimſelfe darſ to haus wiſhed . The conrſe of his life doth 
witneſſe this ſufficiently , But ſach as haue ſerued hym 
long time, know that many a time and often, out of ſudden 
reſolntions not well lane · vic med. noz well biſpoſed , and 
ſuch as moſte ofhis wiſeſt Counſatlazs haue condemned, 
God hath raiſed him ſa happie effects, that in the ende the 
beſt acquainted therewith , haue ben dꝛiuen to let him as 
lone with the doing of thinges alter ward, aſſuring them ; 
ſelues that he had a good guide. But among the teſtimo- 
nies of all the great perſonages that euer haue ben , this 
point bet wens foztune and vertue bath al maies ben ac- 
knowledged and continnally debated of. The ignoꝛ ant ſoꝛt 
do terme it god hap and god chance: but we that knowe 
the truth, maſt name it the grace and lauour of Gad, the 
great ſole-gouernoz of the woꝛld, the God of hoſts; e ther- 
out muſt we dzaw this neceſary concluſion, that this great 
wozkmailſter dath not any thing by balfes. but that as hs 
dard Lapylte bugont dls wazke ln this little hepdeard, ſo he 
accampliſhit thzoughly to his glozie. 
 Therelieth the ſureſt confidence, wherevpon they that 
— 2 — Pet notwithſtanding, 
God bath ginen him ſa gaodly and ſa great 
ps, that whoſooutr compareth thene with the 
other, will by and by iudge, that his aduerſarv 
nckus go dolvn ta the ground. J paſle ouer the — + 
dled on this part, which by likelihod muſt nerds quer mate 
-- the confuſedneCe of aur enemies: fo2 it was neuer other- 
wile with them. J —— — 
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great Peres, the Pzincesof the bloud, the officers of the 
Crowne, the Lo2ds of accompt,and al the nobilitie,e geu⸗ 
conſequently all ſuch as had pe- 


try,are with the king,and 
eee 


— 


Thenoweftate of France. 
5 warres.Theſe men haue a certain 
natiue ſuperioꝛitie, and a certain natur all ſouereintie ouer 
the popular ſoat, inſomuch that as in times paſt in the war 

| of the bondmen at Nome, the @ouldiers of Pompcy toke 
nothing but their tirropleathers when they went to the 
battel:ſo now if this rable of raſcals without renowme, do 
come befo2e the nobilicie and gentlemen, they will neuer 
abide by it, they be tw ſoze afcid. Poꝛeouer all the good 

capſaines of France are there, and J could name them: but 
you kna we them well enough: whereas on the contrarie 

part, with our enemies there be ſ 

lines haue had the leading of a hundzed hozſes to battell. 

Set aſide the Duke of Mayne and Chaſtrie: and J knows 

not if a third can be found. Neuerthelefſe the papular ſazt 

, Are ſoncedfull inframonts,that the Generallof-an armig 

(be it Alexander, o Cæſar, ) is vndone, if he baut not of the 

to aid him: whereof J demaund none other witneſſe than 

the Dake of Mayne himſelfe, who might perchaunce haue 
fared the better both at Arques and at Vury, if al men hay 
done as he did, and that he had bin ſuccoured : Wherfoze if 
no man elſe take part againſt vs, ſo as we may haue to do 
with none but ſach as are of our owne realme: It will be 
no hard matter, J (ap not fo; the king onely,but alſo foz the 
nobilitie and fo; them that vpbold the kingdome , fo ouer- 
maiſter the townss and the vulgar people. And as fo2 fo; - 
reigns aids, it is vet leſſe to be doubted, that the king (uld 
not be moze readily aſſiſted than they, by the P2inces that 
are his neighbozs,aſwel of the ons religion as of the other, 
Foz all o them be monarckes, all of them be intereſted in 
the p2eſernation of a State, all of them beenemtes to ths 
freaſon of ſubiecs, and the rebellions of chmonalties, they 
all foare and hate the crample thcreof. Chere is none of 
them all but de mas haut a Duke de May ne bzed at hame 
by him:neither is there any ( ſauing ſuch as are deſirous to 
vlur pe that eſtate) that will intermeddle in the.defence of a 


vaſſall againſt his king. Vet is not this all: foꝛ they that 
n e 7H" enemies, lozaſmuch as they can 


receiug 


| ' = * 
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rectiue no other recompence of the townes and commons, 


than oncly ta become their maiſters: do come with an tx⸗ 
+ treame ow them, to vere them, 


and tu conquer them: c that is the cauſe that by and by af- 

ter, they be fo bated as ye would pitie it, Dn the centrarie 

part, they that aide our king, fozaſmuch asthep concetue : 

great hope of his god grace, come oncly of obedience and 

900d twill to ſerue dim 5p reaſon whereof they do vs none q 

other diſcommodity,than only that we pay them their was lf 
: 


ges: wheras our enemies fin themſelues maze.carmbered 
with their ſuccours, than with aur warres. Such is the 
ate of the affaires of the king, and aof his part if I may ſo 
terme it. But albeit that in compar iſan of the other part. 
all things are heere bettet o2dergd and in mage ſaftie : yet 
not with ſtading it was nat poſſible but that among ſo ma- 
nts dilozders as hans bin bought in, partly by the dyuer⸗ 
utie ot religion · and partly th2ough the ux ange aduentures 
of this Pꝛince. and of his p2edeceflo;, ſome coʒ ruption hath || 

growne of it as well here as elſ he re, yea tuen ſuch coz- TY 
ruption as will grow ta a Gangrens that cannot be cured. * 
Diſeaſod bodies haue al wales ſame diſt eiu peraturen, and \ 
the laundeſt part ofthem is not fre from ſome.venim. Foz - 
as on the part of the Communaltie, the Citties haue ſome 

incombzances by deuiſion of Liber tie, hy mutinics,and by 

other matters ot Commonweale: 4 as they of the league, 

by reaſon of the contempt of ozder and of Pagiſtrates, 

Which they haue bzought in by the confuſion which the x 

haue recetued, haue fodid themſolues at lengthin the realm + 
of the Frogs, where the lowdeft crier hath the maiſtry: ſo 
alſo on the part of the monarchy,and among the noblemen. 
the diſa2ders haue bꝛed acertaine monſterguſnes,4 acer- 
taine byle which cannot be cured of long time, except God 
put to his hand There be gouernoꝛs of Pzouinces and a- 
ther plates nowadaies, which are ſuch, that the wilc ſt and 
belt of them,thinketh not that de ought to haue care of any 
there is not any rule ſo generall , where vnto ſome excep» 


tion map not be taken.) In ſomuch that the wiſeſt and 
I 5 -. beſt. 
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tare of France. 
beſt of them would perchance be very ſoꝛie tha and twen - 
tx bamꝛes ia a day; that there were peate in France, and 
that the kings: authozitte were acknowledged th2oughout, 
and that iuſtice bare (way, and that there were na nerd of 
gartiſons. 

The wa tnelde of commanding without confroulment 
doth ſo greatlie delight them, and they find ſuch a pleſant- 
nefle in diſpoſing at their ings reuenews, 
of the beneuolences and ſutes of his people: that they 
could be contented that theRealme ſhoald ill be tumbled. 
andturmailed vpſide downe, rather then they would with 
their good wils euer {cane that trade of life, If thep ſpeak 
but thꝛe — one of them ſhall be of the kecping fil of 
* And'vnder that title are canueied all the out · 
of the woꝛld without gainſaieng. In the meane time 
if the king command their leruice, it may be that foz ſome 
fiftcene dates, they will bzing with them euen their pages 
armed: but that commeth not from them ſo much foz good 
will as foz vaineglozie,thatmenmay (ay, behold, this is a 
man of countenance, be bath a gallant troupe. oa be the 

termeonce out , a man may welt. ſpeake of fighting, bee 

may well ſe the Duke of Parma, bee may well crie bato 

them; it you came thenceto the place where we be, in the 

end of the warre when Parris is taken, after a little laboz, 
pe ſhall thencef2th liue in reſt: allthis will ſerue to uo 


Py Lo2d Gonernonr will.ncedsgo to p20uide fo2 bis 
, and by and by diſcharging all things they be readie © 
gotheir way, oy maiſters the ſecretaries of the ſtate, 
mutt go trauell about the reconery of bondes of all ſoztes, 
about Abbey matters, about the confiſcations of Leaguers 
goods, avout the entertainment of new companies, that is 
+ toſap,the maintenance of their kitchin, about the payes 
ment of Kents and Cuſtomes both old and new,and abou 
gifts and moꝛgages. To be ſhozt they muſt haue another 
z kingdome made ſua them: oo pomp) iy pA 
rewardthem. 4 ' _ 
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The now eſtate of France, 
Perrevppon it is a woonder to heart what mone they O. 
;/ make in the Lobby 02 onter chamber: they bes not parde 
their wages, they haue nothing giuen them, ther haue dats 
lie a foztie 0; filtie men at their owne finding: and pet the 
king whom they haue robbed, and whome they haue as 
good as deuoured by withholding from him his cuſtomes 
” andrenenueganuſt (till fog all this, be greatlia bounde un- 
to them. O pe hozlleaches wherwith will you haue him 
to pay you ? If vou will needs haue him to pay you, then 
do as the phyloſopher did, which imagined that there were , 
ſo many wozlves : make hun another newe kingdome. 
Whence ſhould he haue money, but from his receipts ge- 
nerallꝰ And you know that euen in the richeſt there is not 
money ſufficient ta pay the Gurxiſuns. |; 
What are the Lenthes wooꝛth to him at this day when 
all the Clergie is againſt him? What is be the bettet fo: 
the equiualents, the aids, the entries t iſſues, o2 the @alt- 
mines, ſing he is not maiſter of the Citties? What is he 
the better foz the Caſualties, when they be ſoner begged 
away, than excheated ? Mere he Lozd inpeaceable poſ- 
leſſion of his Realme, it ſhall be verifted. vato you by the 
eſtate of his Exchequer, t moꝛe then four 
millions of gold , befoze he ſhould haue mony fufficient to 
ſatiſfie you all; 4 he at this day enioyethj not afoarth part. 
To what end then do his conqueſts ſerue him e If he win 
- countrep 02 Cittie nowadayes,it will not beare halfe the 
enterteinment of the Gauernour that he Gall ſend thither, 
There commeth no moze to his owne purſe by it, than if 
the Enimie held it ſtill. There is no remedy. Therefozs. 
I mult needs ſap,that this mifchiefe becommeth intolleras- 2 
ble, and that ił it be not eg 


. ſerue their turnes with theſe yu 
Ern | 


1 is Lis nat anvoſchembut de neren 
dz a Dukedome of nis place, — (pzoceeding vet to 
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— woozle) laith not, when J haug made my haude, if J bee 


not welcome tothe one ſide, J will dete to the other. This 
in mp judgement is the milchiefe that pinche th vs 4 
khis is it that pzocureth the hatred of our people againſt the 
kingdome, and by the example thereof inaketh the moſte 
part of oux / Nobllitic to bee out of lone with peace. oz 
thꝛough the euill example oftheſe groſſe Couernozs, tyere 
bc ſo many pilferers, ſo manye people that make warre 
within the countrie, and fo many that make their houſes - 


- frontier Garriſons : that when an armie is to be lenicd, 


there is not a man to be found, except it be that they leape 
out a little way from their fozt to go get ſome bootie, ſrom 
whence they will not be gotten, vnleCle it be to come backs 
againe loaden with ſpoile. This vtterlie decaleth and im⸗ 
poneriſheth the king: and to knit vp the miſchiefe withall, 
it hath ſo nuſled the Nobilitie in the contempt of Juſtice, 
that all other men ars eager to doo the like: 4 that is coun- 


fed be wozlt thing that can be in the wozld, 


O Father of our Countrey, O moſt ſage 

And yaliantPrince, the ue Ls 5 

Of all our kings, O Lewis peereleflePearle 

Rowe e ſtreame of Accheron and come 
Againe, and ſee how furious rage impels 

Our brainſick Cirties frantikely to pull 

Thy moſt victorious flowers from their Towers, 
And for the Flowrdeluce, without regard 
Ofſhame orhonour, lewdlic to aduance 

The runden, Come and ſee wp euen 
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His raſcall ĩacks. No, no, Iaske not l 

What valiant prince it was, that durſt thy realme 
By ſword to conquer: he is yet vnborne. 

And had not ſſe treuſon bome the 40 
Thelaitite in thy houſe 0 
His ſwordt had neuer booted 8 — 9 
His Indian gold. wherewith his cuſtome is 

To warłe his ſeates : the yellow gliſtri ng light 
And brightueſſe of his gold not — 
Our Frenchmens e 
And from theit faces butnes away the white 

Of natiue loue and faithfull loyaſtie. 

Bereſt of ſence, eir Lords, 37 
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And mindi 
They, they t . — — ue 
The forraine ſouldiot fondly taker in. 


With gratious eie of 
See bow the Lortain Hates and i 


'D hem 7 7 7 
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Wich ſheeres of ſtecle,doth ſheare his Welden mane 
Which dreaded was ere while throughout the 
In all the lands that are inhabited. (world 
| He cquching cloſe them hercely dorh behold, 
+ Aud drawi doth neuertheleſſe 

Enforce himſelfe with all che might he hath, 

To worke reuenge.He rowzeth vp his mane, 

And with a dreadfull rore doth well bewray, 

That with deſpight his heart is ſer on fire. 

And that if euer he his health recover, 

With Nyce and Nancie he will ſure be euen. 


| If there were of this time a god philition tobe found 

if | fa; our eſtate , who hating well and exactly conſidered the 

| fits t accidents of miſchiefs, which haue ſo oft# come to ch 

By vtterance within theſe thirtie baer , and which by the long 

WW, continuance of the maladis, haue in the end almoſt diols 

ued this great kingvome'. inſomuch that the weakeneſſs 

which is growne t pon it within theſe two pere s, bath be- 

reft it both of pulſes,knowledge,remembzauce,and ſpech, 

Tow that hers Wt (ny pr reap Lg 
, nion, any other 02 

it in god ſlate againe (at at ſeat wiſe if there be anie hope at 

all:) than bappie peace, whether the fame 


ther wile : oz elle our miſeries, our famine, our peCilence, 
ae and our terrozs 
will at the length, very wea- 

rineſſe to let aur w „that we 
2 9 —7—— 9 wo 
among no; my natea of remem- 
bꝛance among fo mane p pall Phiſclons, which haus 
gouerned France during thefe acridents, and haue bern at 
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The now eftate of France, 37 
quainted with ali bir fits, hit howers, her daies both good 
and eaill, and all the whole courſe of her maladie . J wall 
ſay here bat onely two thinges that I baue obſeruedin _ 
theſe afaires, as fozetokens of hozrivle callamities, and 
as a witneſſe tyat God is vnpittiſullx angry with France. 
Che ont is, that a the 03 fours yeares ago, all degrees of 
the realme, and in maner all the Peres , the chiefe of the 
Hobilitie, the Citties, the Churchmen, and generally all 
the common people, cried with one voice, Peace: and not- 
withſtanding, in all the Counſels, and in all the great aſ⸗ 
ſemblies that haue ben in that time, there hath not beens 
ſo much as anie one man (ſpecially among our enemies,) , 
that once vouchlafed to open his manth towardes it: Ray 
contrariwiſe, it hath bene among them a curſedthing to 
ſpeake of it . Che other is, that there is ſcarſe one man ot 
2, un hundzed thouſand of vs , which is nat dunone by the 
wares, who might be benefited by peacs ; and yet not- 
withitanding all this, you would ſap that either fury 02 the 
diuel dziacth vs headi6g into laughter blouſhed,and mur⸗ 
der. Therefoze that J max except no perſon, J will begin 
at the king. Who hath mozeneds of peace than be? J (ap 
that although God had bound himlſeife to bzing ali his ene- 
mies befoze him in battel, and to make them to fall into his 
hands, and to giue him as manie biaozies as there be daa 
tn the yeare,and that be ſhould be ſure to win al the places 
of his realm in fire monthes,and to rid amaꝝ the remen- 
bzance of all our rebetuuons by theffroke of the ſwo2d : pet 
not withRanding I vpbold it were moe foz his behoofe,to 
baue their willing obedicnce with peace by. gentleneſe, 
though it ſeeme to vs leſſe abſolute, than to haus it by fozce 
full of violence and crueltie. . | 
This great and long feuer that hath fo greatly vered 
France, hath ſo weakened vs, that we cannot aniemoze as 
bide to beare a violent remedie. And pet this is not all. 
Foꝛ the ingreediences wherevf the potions are ts be made, 
are ſo flerie and (coztching already and wil become ſo bux- 


ning kr contirucunee, that e Yep all grows ., 
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Ness che of France. 
wont thairthe homonr that is to be purged by them. Let 
him bethinke him of it: Foz it may chance to be one of the 
greateſt miſteries of his eſtate, Peace hath this aduantage 
in it, that the ſubic>s mulk nerdes pteld their willing con · 
ſent to the obeping of the Pzinte: otherwiſe it were no 
Peace at all. Afoze warre and enfozcement, they cannot 
wozke that cFex, Foztrac obedience dependeſh vpon free 
will, and not vpon fozced. When a king commandethg peo- 
ple that of their owne god willes arc obedient ,hce hath in 
dimlelte alone the power of his ſcepter, and nedeth not 
| "any man but himſelfe. But if he muſt winne them vy vio- 
| lence, what a quantity of armo2 and weapon, what a nam- 
ber of Captains. of ſoulvicrs,of oʒinces, of Loꝛds, and of 0- 
ther officers muſt he be faine to haue foz the maintenance 
of his Crowne. And that is a matter of great impoztance. 
I Jcannot tel whether having ſpoken of the perſon ol our 
king, J ought alſo te treate of the chiefe of the 'contrarie 
part. Jdente not but that within a while after the death of 
his bzother, e furthermoze after the death of the late king, 
the likeliþwd of his pꝛoſperity might make him to conteiue 
fome matter of great impoztance - But pet hee knoweth 
well, that from thencefo2th be had greatencounters with 
his coſen the Duke of Awmale, e well knoweth that 
being at Vandoſme , at ſuch time as they tame to Towrs,. 
the other pꝛopounded matter to be conſulted of, whether he 
ſhuld haue the gouerning ol the Armie in his turne, 4 that 
when it was denied him, bee returned thence to gouerne 
alone his owne fide. Againe, he knoweth well what a dog 
be had withhis other caſine the Marques of Pont who 
played not the Þukfter gs the Duke of Aw male did, but 
would nedes abſolutely haue the whole gouernement to 
himſeife, as the duntienteſt of that hauſe. Finally. bee 
knoweth well what a icloufic the Duke of: N-mours 
frooke into him, what obedience the Duke of Mercurie 
y&lded him, and much moꝛe the Dukoof Ioyewſe, which 
did once th2uft his ſonne in la we the Parqnes of Villars 
nenn hum out from thente a- 
luz 


—— 


The ao eſtate of France. 38 
foze. And J could adde pet further, what obedience bee 
purchaſed of the ſeditious cittics , and what ſuctours hee 
dad ot᷑ them in his affaires. J fozmp part doe parden the 
late Admirall Chaſtillion, who hauing in a iuſter caſe 
tried what a paiment-it is to be the chicfe of a ſide in ciuill 
warres,when on the Friday befoz2 bis death he was coun- 
ſelled to get him out of Paris wounded as be Mas, be aun- 
ſwered-bim», my friend J tannot goe hence without en- 
tering into war re, and J had rather die hate „than cuer 

to returne te that: yet notwithRanding , if the Duhs of 
Maynes affayzes were in like caſe at this dape, as they 
haue biene heeretofoze + there were ſome cauſe fo2 bym ta 
| thinke, and to hope fo2 diverſe lucceCe, and in the end ſams 
great good ſoztune: but pooze ſoule, in what taking is he 
now? The common people, ſpecially of Fraunce, do ſoone 
— the good opinion whiche they heue tonceiued of a 

Sometimes the labour of a mans whale life all 

— to the purchaſing of his credite: and two vufo2- 

| tunate miſhappesſhallmak 


e him to looſe it. oz aſſoone 

as the people perteius, that he in whom they had put their 
N truſt is growne ſo weake, that hee is faine lo relie him- 
kelfe vppon agrtater 2 by and by they le aue the fir ſt to go 
to the other · The reaſon ther cof is, foz that the 1gozant 
multitudt are led hut by aut ward apparance, And there 
foze it cutteth their comb: s. when iheꝝ le that the men of 
ware, the canons, ide iſſers, and the Larceknights do 
no mo;e follow the Duke ol Mayne, but that he is faine to J 
leane to the Duke of Parma; foz all is loſt foz hum. And in 
in trueth if it be miete ta touch particularities , and that Þ 
, naytake'bppori me te finds fault mitt the doniges of this 
* ehiefe leader in warre t conſidering how many meaues be 
had theſe two cares in dis Hand ; he hath not b2zought a- 
ny great thing ta effec : aud that is but a very bad and a 
berie miſcrable gouerning. But like as he, ſo allo we baue 
had to do ivilhj people no mot tradable than his. Foz they. 
were much weaker , and had dzawine much longer tyme 
enn But J haue r King that _ 
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The now eſtate of France, | 
is, Alen enen welnere bis life and good foztungin -- 
one of thechiefe cities of his parte, by the (pace of full nt. 
tene daics togither, foz the effecting of ſome one matter. ; 
Foz elle he thought i hat men would haue looked aw2ye af 
him, and ſarelic it was true: foz bad he manages his lt 
am lie, it may be doubfed whether he ſhould euer. haue bin 
welcome agatae 92 no. 

Hu let this gentleman adde the repzaches and diſgra- 
ces which he bath bin fayne to endure of the Spaniſhe ar; 
mie, the hꝛaueados which this mans owne b2otber pꝛince 
Frauncis (deſcended by his mothers fide lawefullye of the 
race of our kings) ſuſteinedin the ſight of his countries, e- 
— —— place where he had moſt credit, at the handes or 

pzince of Italie, a baſtard and Page of the king of * 
nes. And what will he dog then to the Ty2ant him- 
115 5 when being baniſhed and dz iuen out of France, het 
ſhall perchance be conſtrained to reſozt to his court, there 
like a beggur to craue,not ſuccour but liuing ? Yea let him 
adde pet further the hazard ol his eftate, which may per⸗ 
chance one day be, either ta be a fugitiue and runagate tho- 
rough the wozld : 02 elſe ta be defeated, taken, and carried 
about as a publicke ſpectacle, And this dooth he hazard ſoʒ 
nothing as now, neither is there any great likelihoode 03 
hope of ſucteſle hereafter, why he ſhould ſo runne a head. 
Co be ſhoꝛt, he may well conclude heerevpon, that ſeryng 
he hath alreadis put from him the have of the kingdome, his 
trauelling from hencefoo2zth muſt nerds be, eyther to make 
bauocke of the realme, oz elſe to conquer it foz ſome other 
man. 
Now if a man ſhould aſke our Citties and our miſera- 
ble thicdeſate, whether they haue their fill of the Catho- 
| like Religion, and whither they be wearie of the warre, 
| and had not rather to haue peace : J beleue they woulde 
thinke a man mocked them, neyther were it to be doubted 
of. But yet to ſtop their eies with ſhame, and to herraus 
them of all excuſe, 1 will ſay but two thinges vatothem. . 


| The one is that theyſhould looks into them(elues, = 
| a 
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what rcliefe to the people, what ſuretie to Religion, what 
o2dectothe realme, 02 what reſt to their pꝛiuate families, 
ſince the eightanth of July 1585. Che other is, that the 
erample of Paris the chieſeſt Cittie of the realme,, whpch 


© ought or all others to be chieflie ſuccoured, and wherein ali 


parties haue moſt intereſt, oulde make them wiſe. Be 
hold (ye Citties) behold the hoꝛrible judgement that God 
hath ſent vpon this faire and heereſofoze flouriſhing cittie, 
your mother Towne : conſider the dzeadfall ſignes of all 
the ſcourges that haut falne vppon her one after another 
gee" 3 py pre rk pꝛolong hir death with a ſofte 

Conflder the warrs and famine at one time, peſtilente 
and long diſeaſes afterward, could without remedie , ex- 
treame pouertie in the ſight of aboundance, cruoll deedes, 
deuiſions, info:cements, diſhonouring of mens wines and 
daughters, whom neceſſitte bereft of ame, ruines of hou- 
ſes, burnings, deſolations both within the wals and with- 
out, made as well by friendes as by enimics, of ſo manys 
goodlie buildings, which wealth and the greatnefle of the 
glozie and ſuperfluitie of ſo many fozmer yeares, had ray» 
+ fed vp about this thirt Babell, and ſecond Rome, Be- 
tbinke your (clues of the leiſurely wꝛath of the everlaſting 
God, which is not quailed with one puniſhment alone,but 
gatbereth ſtrength in ſtriking, and doth well ſhew that be 
chaſtizeth not any longer as a father, but puniſpeth as a 
mapfter; and let that monte vou and make you wile, Fy- 
nallie, I velde and conclude, that it is but loſſe of time to 
enquire whether the Freachmen ought to deſire peace at 
ter ſo many miſchiefes, andreft after ſo many paines. Fo2 
p2vofe thereof there needeth no moze but this laſt argu- 
+ ment, that ſince it is the defireof ffrangers to ſc vs at this 


point, ſurely it ought to be aur feare. The paine that they + 
is our ruine. . 7 / 


What rceſfabliſhment thep haue purchaſct (o the fate, © a 
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e. Fozno 
man doubteth but that peace is the oncly meane to reſfoz 
this eſtate. Al ot᷑ vs confelle that the dillention in religion _ 
was the firſt ground ol the ciuili warres ut therewithal |; 
from theſe two paapaũitions men lcape out into a thirde, 
namely that the king, to take away ttis diſſention, muff 
become a catholike, and that that is the ſole andonelys » 
meane, to haue a general peace ſure and well ſetled. This 
pꝛopoſition is fo plauſible and ſo well liked of the com- 
mon people, and I cannot tell whether J may be ſo bolte 
alſo as to call it captions, taat they had niede to haue mars 
uellous pure eares, that ſhould be abir to iudge of the cons 
ning thereof. Foz in the winding vp, it is after a ſozte a 
charging ofthe king with all tbe trouble, anda blaminge 


ol him fo2 all the miſchiefes, that within theſe thirty pers 


haue taken rote in our ſtate, and which (pzing bp therein 
pet itil. | 

At the beginning ol bis reignemen murmureda little 
at the mouing of that caſe; and in very ded the ſudden alte · 
ration was ſtrange, not only in the perſon of the P2zincez 
but alſo in the willes of the «chicfe Peeres of the Realme, 


which came then to knele downe befoze him, againſts 


whom they had tad at defiance within dx moneths afo2e. 
Yea and our fausurers doubting'teaſton the contrary part 
be Would be conftraincd to deale againſt bis conſcience cri- ,. 

to take are hald, and made onan ſhe wes on 
their ſide to be lach him to abide firme. 
reaſon wherevpon he ſtood, and the manner of the p2ocee- 
ding that he held to content the Lo2ds'Catholike : and ow 
the contrary part the manner of the pzoccding ofthe ent- 
mies, who hauing murdered a king that was paſſing de⸗ 
uout, were notmiided to iaꝝ do ne their weapons at the 
firft bꝛinging in of the maſſe againe , made that baute to 
ceaſe foz that time. Mithin a while after. it wakened a- 
gaine : men talen of it, and baoke s were pꝛin ed of it, 
(agnes that are imat to fo2ge ſame gregt inconuenience) 
Wr . al⸗ 
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$044 e now e/tate of France, 
10 » , though anſwer had beene made already, pet woulde they 
"* (ay, Jam not contented therglwith foz all that. 

Now whea J find any ſimple ignozant perſon (be he of 
the Koman religion 02 of ** relo med) to ſtande ſliſfe in 
his opinion, the one that king ſhould change his man- 
ner of life; the other, that be ſhoulde perfilt till therein: 3 
will hold him excuſed. Nut if à ſa any of the Docto2s in 
Alrgell(be he of the one part c2 of the ather)that vpholdeth 
that.p2opoſitian, T kvill holde him fo; a (uſpect perſon. Jt 
+ isnepther Rome no: Geneua that maketh Chziſtians ; 
Chziſtianity is not a trade oz handie craft that a whole cy- 
tie tandeth by. Chꝛiſtians are thoſe that heare Gods woꝛd 
and ker pe it: and true religion is that which is grounded 
purely vpon the wꝛitings of the holy Ghoſt. Do that i ws 
ve to wilh foz any thing in cur king: it is not that he ſhuld 


followe the ſect either of Rome gz of Aenne: (foz like as 


eo cvdne, fo 
oacht they not alſo to adde authozitie vnto it * — 
king ſbould reduce all his people to the ſeruing of God, in 

ſuch ſoꝛt as God himſelle commandeth vs to ſerue him: 
That be ſhould take away , bowbeif 
not of Chꝛiſtianitie: fy in Fe therecan be nons 
but chꝛiſtians: that foz the bzinging of that to paſſe , hes 
may take the waies that haue bin woont to be bſed in ſuch 
caſes, and which the kings and Pzinces haue helde which 
were his pꝛedeteſſours: that he may be defirous to ſee all 


his ſubieas obedient.as well to God as to himſelfe : + that 
acco2ding to the deſire of his hart, hee may alſo bee able to 


bꝛing it to effect, and perſwade himCelfe that he is called to 
the crowne, as well to take away this diCention, as alſo to 
ſet vp againe the puritie at religion ; theſe bee the thinges 
which we ought to wilh concerning aur king. 

As fouching themthat thinke the king ought to become 
a Catholike (fo2 J muſt nerds vie thoſe names foz my pur- 
—— nn men ſayt) they 
will wo2ke milchtet they can: 
4 e 
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are of France, 
two ſo:fs (ereatans, Te one and the beſt — ont of 
{ - Diujnitie: the other of leſſe wait, and ſurclie leſſe ta bes 
„ regarded, taken out of the tudgementes of the ftate and 
* Lawes ol the Kealme. As touching thoſe of Dininitie, it 
is not mine intent to enter into them at all. It is not to 
be done ſo lightlie. And ot the other ſozt J haue bad ſmall 
acquaintance, hauing learned no moze of them than will 
ſeraemine owne turne. And they that haue put fozth ſuch 
diſcourſes (learned though they be) haue not obtained their 
purpoſe by them. Nay J will lay this by the waie, that 
in thoſe wozks euery man may marke the good oꝛ the euill 
that he liſteth: and J haue noted foz my part, that they be 
all made and expꝛeſlelie addzeſſed, to moue folkes affeny- 
| ons,and to make them crie out, Great is the Diana of the 
| -+ Epheſians: but there is not in them any one reaſon that is 
nat cammon and ſtale. As foz example, when they aſke 
the king if he will refuſe the name of a Catholicke ; whos 
© euer heard (o ſtrange a thing ſpoken ? Thmk they that the | 
king 02 thoſe that taught him, haue beene ignozant of the 
| fozce and of that name When as they ſays 

That the Church hath byr ſucceſſion as direR ie from S. 
Peter, as the Kingcharnow raigneth hath the ſucceſſion 
of his Crowne from his predeceſſor ſaint Lewis: It is 
not a wozſhipfull argument to ſtabliſh the autbozity of the 
Church? Againe, when they ſay That as little ought an 
old doctri changed for a new,as an old Prince for 

a ne ſ/: And toben they demand Whether the Miniſters be 

5 than the giſhops: And when ther ſay, That the king 

as baptized in the Church, that he ought alfo to dic in 

ew Church, that all the kings vnto his time were catho- 

like, That ſaint Lewis was canonized not at Genena but 

| at Rome: That if the king be nat a catholike, ke cannot 
f * go formoſi in the tanke of Chriſtian, kings: And that it 
| is not a comelie thinge, that he kinge ſhoulde pray vnto 
God after one manner, and his officers, Princes & lords 
after another: (A maruell that they adde not, Hee in a 
noe a: avawt , at they ina faire Ge when 
| *. when 
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Chen they debate farther ,that the king cannot 
ned. oꝛ ii he be, it halt be by thehandsof a miniſter: and 
finallie when they thꝛeaten that if be dir tncrowned, bee 
cannot be buried at ſaint Dennis: It is not a dealing met 
fo2 ſo great, ſo holie, and ſo waighty a matter, neyiber is 
it a fincere kindofreaſanmng. #02 in the end what (all be 
the fruit of ſuch-wzitings? well may the lei ung of al theſe 9 
reaſons pecaliarſie to the king, haue (ame contour : but to 1 
what intent was the publiſhing ol them to the common pes | 
ple? This is all that J will (ay as now of thole labours 
in generall, as one that hath not accuſtomed hunſelfe to 
ind fault with other mens dooings- 
, Soinanile men haue taken paines fo expound the two 
names of Catholike and Peretick, that J woonder howe 
they can be abuſed. Do manic learnedmen bane ſhewed 
both by reaſons, and by authozities, and by examples, that 
4 ſhe rt —— kings that were Derctickes, A- 
ts, and Beathen men: that whoſocucr ſhoulde treate 
thereof now againe, ſhould waſt his ſpeech in vaine. Pe- 
nertheleſle, if pe heard and belecued this ſozt of pzeachers, 
vou would ſay that the king neuer vnder ſtood what it ista 
be a catholike : and therevpan theyflaunder him, as thogh 
refuſing that name, be ſhewedhimleife to he a Turke 0z 
a manof Calecute. Surlie there is god rraſon to lap, that 
a Catholike and a Chꝛiſtian figritfie one ſcifelame thing: lo 
that to refuſe the name of Catholike, is as much as to re- 
fuſe the name of a Chiſtian . But it is not after that mas 
ner that the autho2s of theſe goodly diſcourſes doo meane, 
o2 at leaſt wile as they would haue men to vnderſtand it. 
Fo2 they that play not the Catholikes but to pleaſe the c<- 
mon people, doubt not (as J haue markedthem) but that 
it is as well a grounded argument as can be, to ſay Our K. 
15 not a Catholike( ſo pꝛates fir Pierce in his ſhop) There- 
fore he is not a chriſtian, he is an heretick. And therevp⸗ F 
on inſaes this their ozbinarye conſequence. It is a (mall _ 1 
thing to hans a good c92iſtian;but to haue a good cathalicke © | 
is very much. Foz a difference fromthe qe wilh Church of 7 
L 2 olde 
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Thenow eſtate of France. 
olde time, which was locked vp and limited within certain 
families of one peculiar people 02 nation, and might in no 
wiſe commanicats with other nations; Dur church is cal- 
led now Catholick, that is to ſay vniucrſall, and which is 
not particularlie tied to any one nation, but may receiue al 
men generallie into it. This is the Church that is called 
Catholikeʒ but the doctrine.was not ſo called at the begin- 
ning. Foꝛ it ts not an vniuerſall donrine compoſed of ge- 
nerall articles wherevnto men may put to, oz take from, 
what they liſte , ſtretching it ont 02 curtalling it at their 
pleaſure; but contrariwiſe it is moſt implie one docrine, 
grounded alonelie vpon certaine w2itings, and vppon the 
certains maximes and pꝛʒinciples offayth. And it is ſo far 
off from being ſo catholike, ſo bniuerſall, and ſo generall 
as the Jewes was:that contrariwiſe it is athouſad times 
moꝛe particular, moze ſtr ait, and moze ſpeciall. Read the 
fift chapter of ſaint Mathew, where our Lo2d ſpeaking of 
the one as well as of the other, ſheweth a manifeſt dyffe- 
ronce betwirt them: inſomuche that when a man calleth 
one a Chriſtian, he gineth him the title that is pꝛoper vnto 
Chzilt himlcife. Bat to giue the title of Catholike to any 
thing elle than the Church, thereby to betoken as much as 
Chriſtian oz trained in the doarine of Jeſus Chziſt, is no 
pꝛoper kind of ſpech. And ſoꝛ p2oofe thereof, (fozit bebo 
ueth me to yeelda reaſon to the igne2aput, fo2 it is they to 
whom J direct my wozds) the ©piſiles of the Apoſiles pe- 
ter, lames, Iohn, and Iude, are called Catholike, But is 
that in reſpec of their doctrine ? No verilpe: but fo; that 
they be not wzitten peculiarlie either to the church of Co- 
rinth,oz to the church of Coloſſus, 02 of Epheſus, as the o- 
ther of ſaint Paules are: but are generallie directed to all 
churches, And in good ſooth we ſay not, I belceue the ca- 
tholike doctrine: but wee ſap, 1 beleoue the Catholicke 
church, Which title was added expꝛeſſelie by the apoſtles 
(02 howſocuer it be, by ſom of the firſt that within a while 
after them retained thoſe articles of the faith) bicauſe that 
after the death of our Lo2d, there were ſome that doubted 
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ſcili, whether Gods wozde and the mifferies of ſaluation, 
m ight and ought to be communicated ta the Gentiles. And 
in verie trueth allo, not one ſauing S. Paule, had receiucd 
any particular cammandement thereof. And therefoze ba 
was fully reſolued, that there was not anic moze deſtruc⸗ 

tion of peoples, to be made in reſpec of Chziftianitie, neys 

ther had the lewes in that behalſe anie pꝛiuiledge aboug 

the Gentiles, but all were one, and the Church was Cas 
* tholike and 'bnigerſail. That was the firſt reaſon there. 

Afterward in continuance of time, yea euen ak veris 
ſhoꝛt time, there ſpꝛang vp diue rs opinious in the church. 
Which ſhe weth lull well , that the perfecton, the rule of 
trueth , the be rie touchſtone , is not tied to this militant 

church which is compacted of men that are ſubica to ertoz, 

The thing that is true hath no diuerſitie. Therfoze when 

anie diuerſitie happened: the whole Church, that is to ſay 

+ all the Biſhops, and all the Paſto:s that could be gathered 
together,iudged of þ new opints by the rule of Gods word. 
And when it was once condemned, whoſoeucr held it af- * 
ter ward, was called an Hereticke: againſt the which they , 
oppoſed the Tatholicks,that is to ſay;thoſe which followed 
the conſent er of Biſhops, vnited and 
agreeing in ſelf-ſame opinion. But heereof J will ſpeake 
mo2e hereafter. 

Now then, this wozd Catholick bath diners interpꝛeta- 
lions, contrariwiſe the terme Chriſtian can haue but onely 
one. TWhen a man faith the Catholick Church, in very derd 
it is as much to ſay as Ihe Chriſtian Church. Foz there is 
no church vnigerſal, but only Chꝛiſlian. But wht a man 

' ſpeaks of þ catholick doctrin, it is not alwaics ſo: at leaft- 
wiſe if ye haue an eie to the pꝛoper fignificatid ofthe wo2d, 
foꝛaſmuch as it hath many vaiuerſal doerins, which pet foz 
al that are not.Chaiſtian docrins- Are not al ; Arts which 
we haue, ſuch? are they not taught vninarſally after ont [ 
ſo:t?Thenis it an ill kindofreaſoning,tocuppley Church N 
andy doqrin together in the name of Catholick. And there 
is great difference betwene laying, nnn | 

b N 
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.cand ſence as the Catgholickes now a dares do:namelp, that 
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ched vniuerſallp after one ſame ſo2t,and ſaying $f a doctrin 
is vniuerſalt. Che firſt is true. But it᷑ ve take it in the (e- 


ye muſt belene as all the wand vainerſally.beleueth : It 
is ver ie falſe, and a man had need of a verie daintie rare to 
tonceiue that Nſtindion. It is a very rcuerüng of the 
mode, to vpholde that becauſe the Church is vninerſall oz. 
in all places thꝛough the whole woꝛld: theretoꝛe we muſt 
beleue whatiocucr al Chꝛiſtendame 02 the moſt part ther- 
of belueth Againe, it is another point ot maruc llous ſo- 
phiſtrie, toſay , the Church as Cathal icke 02 vniuerſall, 
and pou be but a {mall handfull of men : Therefoze pou be 
not of the Church. F02 it hath been often found, that the 
number ol the beretickes bath farre excxeded the number 
of the right beleuers , And by this argument, as little 
ſhall you bee of the Church as we. Foz the number of vs 
in compariſon of you , is greater, than yours in com pa- 
riſon of the reſt of the woꝛ lde that bee heathen, and Pa- 
hametiſtes - Chziſtendome conteineth not fully ati Eu- 
rope; and what is to be (aid then of Aſia, Africa, and ame- 
rica? It is pet a wozle concluſion , to ſay that vnder the 
woꝛd Catholicke, is contained the true religion, allowed 
by the conſent ofthe whole wozld. Foz the contrarie is (cen 
in experience: Jnſomuch that not onely the wozd of the 
Lo2d reſtraineth his ſheepfold to a ſmall number, but alſo 
all auncient hiſtozies do touch it tobe ſo. + 

Pet not withſtanding the Catholickes of theſe dayes doe 
ouerſhot themſelues, not onely in the name it ſeiſe. in that 
they terme themſelues Roqane Catholickes , oꝛ Catho- 
lickes of Rome , which is as much to ſay as Chziſtians v + 
niuerſall perticular : but alſo in the interpꝛetation of the 
name. Fo: in calling themſelnes Vniuerſales, oz of the 
Church that followeth the vninerſall doctrine, they gayn- 
ſay themſelues by reſtraining the vniuerſall doarine to 
that which hath been, is, and ſhalbe taught in the perticular 
City of Rome. Now then, ac to: ding to this pꝛinciple, the 


Church muſt be Catholicke but the doctrine mult nat be 
lo; 
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ſo:end that do they denie,fo2 they call it the catholicke doc · 
trine. Moztouer the doarme ſhoulde by that reaſon take 
bis autho2itie of the place where it was firſt pꝛeached, 
which is not to be abidden. 

Chat is to be ſaid then fo2 the concluding hereof? Cod 
Church is compacted of the vaiuerſall bodie of the wholg + 
woꝛld, and gathered together by the (ound of his wozde, 
Which is heard th2ough all the foare quarters ofthe woald. 
This Church being but one as the wozld is but one, recey- 
ueth but one fozme , ſuch as the wo2d of God gincth unto + 
it, a fozm that thzoaghout þ whol vniuer ſal wozld,e al the 
viſible partes ofthe Church ought to be one and vnifozme 
in reſemblance; becauſe the word of God is but one and al⸗ 
waies like it ſelfe. Chat is the true inter pꝛetation of the 
wozdCatholicke, + 
The wozd Hereticke requireth no great inferp2etati- 
on. The men ofolds time called him an He reticke, which 
had inade a chopte of ſome particuler opinion, and maintai- © 
ned it wilfully againſt all the other Shepheardes of the 
Church, but to haue ſpoken fitly, they Geuld haue ſaid, a- 
+4 gainft the recozdes of the @cripture. Foz this rule of the 

conſent of biſhops, had been falſe in the counſel of Arinim, 
where were lire hundzen Arrian Biſhops and mo, againſt 
liue andtweatie that taught aright. And hes that had ſaid 
then, that the true vnderſtanding of Gods woꝛd had bin in 

the opinion of the fir hundꝛed. and contrariwiſe that the he- 
reſte han bane in the fine and twentith , bee had miſtaken 
bis marke. Do we not read that the ſpirite of lying was in 
the mouthes of the king of Iſraelites 4. hundzed P20pbets; -/- 
and that onely Michcas hadthe trueth : And therefoꝛe all 
the determinations of pancient Counſailers ſaid, not ſims 
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ply that ſach condemned by the indgement 
rene Bichappes: but that the opinion of , 
9 ſachaman was condemned by ſuch and ſach (criptares, 


UW! hich thing ſhe weth wel that the viſible Church ſerueth 
but as a Clerke. 02 a Notarie that receiueth publicke aces ./- 


ndenterety them bypoy ſts Ae op pim- 
im- 
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The now eſtate of France, 
himſeife fo cine them any fozce. Andifthere nerd a grea- 
ter example, when our Load hunſeit, the bead of the church 
diſputed againſt the father of Bereticks, hee alledged no- 
thing vnto him but onely the platne and pute ſcripture: 
Read the fourth chapter of D. Mathew. Rotwithanding 
becauſe the firſt Hereticke that euer roſe vp, was found to 
be againtt all the other Biſhops : there was fo2thwith op⸗ 
poſed againſt him, the conſent of all the reſidue, who were 
all of one acco2d, and came all of them ſeiues cherefully to 
receiue the linely vopce of God: which thing bath conti⸗ 
nued ener ſince. But to ſpeake rightly,nothing is contrary 


to vntrueth and hereſte but the truth, neither is there any + 


tracth, but that which is conteined in the holy ſcripture. de 
that (ta ſpeake p20perly)it is not the conſent of Biſboppes 
that condemneth bereſis, but it is the wozdof God wzitfen 
wherevpon the conſent ffandeth, like as it is not the hand 


+ of the goldſmith that trieth the gold and maketh it turrant, 


but the touchſtene that is in his hand Neucrthy+lefle it is 
behauefull , that the diſcretion andthe hand of ih Goly- 
ſmith ſhould go with the touchſtons, Foz were it the hand 
of a Paſono2 of a weaner that had the handling of the 
ſfone,it makeihnomatter at all:al waies it is lil the tons 
and not the handof the man, that doth p2aperly yeld the 
— and the hand may be ſerued with a falſe oz aneuill 


Againe, euerie opinion made not an hereticke, (taking 
the wo2d hereticke in bis pꝛoper ſgniſication) but onely 


ſach anvopinian, as impugned the articles of the fayth: Fo2 © 


when it concerned but ſome ceremonies; thecaſe was not 
ſo, as appeareth in places of the ancient hiftozies: but 


Firmillian witten to Ciprian. Finally it behoned that the 
Yereticks ſhould be heart, and condemned by Gods wozd, 
even altogether after the ſame maner that J ſaid our ſaui- 
our was contented to hears and condemne the deuill by 


who ſo will ſce this particularlp,let him read the Epiſtle of 


Dcripturs. Foz pꝛooſe beereof : let vs locke into the eder 
was held in condemning all the heretickes ofold _—_ 


— 
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the Valentinians, the Marconiſts, the Nouatians, the Do · 
s natiſts, the Arrians the Neſtorians, and all other: and we 
ſhall ſee there another manner of pzoceeding than men 

| would vſe nowadaies, + 
By this dcffnition it ſtcoulde bee inquired whether they 
that nowadates do name themſelves catholikes, be truely 
catholikes : and alſo whether we be beretikes, 02 no. Vs 
that ſhould ſully and th2oughly reſalne this queſtion, muſt 
enter into a great diſcourſe of Deuinitie, and bad neede of 
learned reaſons wel vnderſtosd, But here is no place foz 
it: lo lolemne an ag ia nat ta ke done with ſo lender a ceo 
remouy. Us bhp 0 ; | 
Mere the time once tome, and that men were determi- 


ned with themſelues, to bzing with them bat only the ſpt> + 


ric of truth and makeneCe ; J thinke befoze God, that the 
caſe would ſoone be deſcided. But my purpoſe is no moss 
at this time, but only to anſwer vnto ſuch perſons; as foz 
the finiſhing of that quarrell, have vſed none other reſong, 


than only ſuch as carry great ikelpboode, and ta paꝝ them 


with their owne coyne - And J hnowe well that neyther 
the one wozke no2 the other, ball either be read, 02 yeelde 
epther harme 02 pꝛollt, but to the minds of the Common 


people. Dolphins are not foz to be caught witz ſuch mall 


hookes, 2. 

Thefirf point that wer haue to tonclude on togither, 
(toꝛ I muſt yetſpeake ſomwhat thereof) is a certain terms 
that pzciudiſeth the whole queſtion. Wee inquire eyther 
of vs, wber the.tytles of aux (algation be to be ſought. We 
on our ſide mayntayne, that onely the wzightinges of the 


* — that H 
all that ener bath followed fince, yea but ane mo- 


ment after ward, is not authenticaliꝭ andtherefoze that na 


doctrine, whatſoever it be. oꝛ of whomloeuer it be, which is 
not conteined in the holy (criptures,ts to be recetued. Now 
if a man wyll know which thaſe be: then beſives the con- 
ſent ol the whole Church ol olze tywe-'which bath once ale 
oy NON Wa: data pd ater 
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who haue made a deſcription of them. J alleadge the te- 
ſtimonie of theſe men by name, bicauſe our docto2s of theſes 
daies do ſtaꝝ manner moe than vpon ſaint 
1 Peter and ſaint Paule. I ſay yet further, that the het dmen 
ok this viſible Church wherein we be, could not after the 
1 time ofthe Apoſtles bzing in any ne w thing, were it neuer 
45 | 4 {mall a point, ſauing in diſcipline, in gouernment oz in 
1 * o2der, whergtn they have donbtleſſe all authozitie;howbe, 
it in ſuch ſozt, as that of their doings they muſt (if it be poſ- 
ſtble) haue ſome example oz teſtimonie,epther of the m_ 
ture 02 ofthe vſage of - 2 
[ 
„lo they b 


foundation, #4 + T6 
Dtherſome go yet ld che holy 
Scripture which we now haue is not fullie perfec : alled- 
ging this vearſe of ſaint lohn which ſaith, leſus did many 
miracles which are not writtEin this book. Again, Chritt 
did many other things, which being written fr6 point to 
9 , Ithink the world it ſelſe were not able to contein, 
o many would be the books that ſhould be written ther · 
of. Whereby their meaning is to coriclade, that then all 
the things that our Lozd did and ſaid, are not conteined in 
the bookes that we haue, but that there may bet yet ſome 
other bookes, wherein (ome of the things that bee did ars 
wzitten: and therevppon they bꝛing in the ane s of ſaint 
Peter as they terms them, and certains epiſtles, and dy- 
uers other bookes. Bat pet is ali this milconcluded. Foz 
it is verie apparant, that the meaning of this verſe of ſaint 
Iohns, concerneth Chaiſta daoings and not of his doctrine 


And that it is lo, the ſequel! ſheweth, where it is added, 
But Theſe rings are written to the intent ye (ſhould be- 


lexue, and that in beleeuing, ye ſhould haue life by hys 
name. As il de ſhould ſay, the other dooings of the Lozve 
nate not comp2iſed in this booke. But pet is there ſufficy- 

ent to huild vp pour faith, and to ſhew vou the way of ſal- 
uation. o thereſdze J will allowe them to argue as 

„much as ther lift; that all the things that God hath doone 


om (he wgianing of the wo;1d, are not ſet downe in the 
3 
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75 N — 9 7 - , * 1 7 2. 1 6 * . 
The now eftate off * 


bookes of Poiles : Ergo the —— Teltament 
is not perfea. They hold further, that there is not one le 
the lam mitten, but alſo the law. bnimzitten which they _ 
tearme Traditions, that is to ſay, things which the firſte © 
fo;efathers taught vnto their ſucceſſoꝛs, and haue beene ſo 
conueied ouer from hand to hand vnto this day. F02 pzcofe 
whereof they alledge certaine texts of the olde Teſtament 
where it is oft ſaid, When thou ſeeſt ſuch and ſuch a ſign, 

thou ſhalt learne it thy ſelfe,and teach jt to thy children. 

Allo they cite manye teſtimonies of Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Hicrom, and other goodauncient Docozs, which make fo2 
traditions. That is true, and we haue p2ouided that this 
tradition of man concerneth nat the eflentiall points of ſal- 
uafion . Foz; nothing can be bought in, whiche is ei · 
— — —— But a6 03 ceremonuall ab 


indifferent 

Now when 1 to that point:they pill 
further, and atrirme that the Church is. aboue. the Attipe 
turs, and that the bookes thereof be not authenticall,but in 
reſpec that the Church hath declared them to be ſo, Whers 
out of they dzaw a ſeconde argument, That ſ&@ing it hath. 
bad the pꝛiuiledge and power to authozzze the dodrins. and 
to ſozt it out from the Apocriphal and.pzophane waitings, 
and (in ſumane) to gius it fo2ce and vertue ; muche mo2e 
reaſon is it that it ſhoald bane the right to expound it, and 
conſequentlie that there ought to bee none other expoſitiou' 
of the Scripture, then that which is found in the Chnrch. 1 
We flatlie to the contrarie pꝛoteſſ, that the holye bookes 
wherein Gods wozd is waitten, ace-ths-grountwo:ke oft 
ſaluation, from the fountaine-wherof the Church dzaweth 
hit inftruction, and that they haue their authozityin them- 
ſelues and ot themſelues. by vertue of the holy O hoſt that 
indighted them: yea and that they themſelues daa anely in + 
tvemſelues carrie their trug intgrp2etation,the which it is 
not lawful fo: men to ſeek any where alſe than-there. And 
rhat this our pzinciple is moſt true, and contrariwile that 
their opinion is moſt r * 
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| now eſtate of France. 
by antho2itie, and by hyſto:ie , and by reaſon which fea- 
ebetb it vs: and then will J leaue it vnto them to conclude. 
- Byautbozity, ta be ſhozt let vs heare fir& the loꝛd him · 
ſelfe ſpeaking in Deutcrony : You ſhall not ad anything 
(ſaith he)to the word that I command you, neyther ſhait 
ye take ought from it. Looke whatfocuer I commaunde 
you, that (hall ye take heed ro doo: you ſhall put nothing 
to it, nor take nothing from it. Caſt. downe your eics ye 
ſhamleſſe perſons which dare adde, nat ſome iot, but whole 
third fables to Gods law, which make a fift Goſpel, which 
fo2 ſome one only tert, doo canonize the Apoch2iphal boks 
again@the holy ghoſt. What will ye lay to it? let vs hear 
further in ſaint Io hn: He whom God hath ſent (ſaith be) 
teacheth the words of God: tor God giueth him not his 
ſpirit by meaſure. And in the ſame place, I take not wit- 
neſſe of man. In ſaint Matthew, ſpeaking to the @cribes 
and iſies, and rehearfing againſt them the Pꝛopheſie 
of Elay, This people (ſaith he) approche vnto mee with 

heir Lhonvr me with their lips, but their hart 


x 
is farre from me. Their honouring of me is in vaine tea- 


ching the do&rine an4 commandementa af men. Read 
that whole chapter ye hypocrites which ſeduce the 
people who call you Rabbies,and which are our mayſters 
in the facultyes, and ves ſhall ſee whether it bee you that 
God lpeaketh to oꝛ no. After the ozacles ol, the P2zopbets,, 
let vs hears the iſe A gur in the P2onerbes , All Gods 
wordes (ſaith he) bee pute, and are as a buckler to them 
that truſt therein. Put got auy thing to his words, leaſt 
he reproue thee and thou be found a lyar. Saint Paule 
vnto Tymothie ſayth, that All Scripture is inſpired from 
God, From God ? And ſhall men then (whoſoeuer they: 
be) pꝛeſume to controule the Godhead :? God ſoꝛbiꝭ . Again 
to the Galathians he ſapth, If we our ſelues or anye other 
man doo preache vnto you any otherwiſe then wee haue 
preached, curſedbe he. Now then, hath ſaint Pauls ſuc- 
ceſloꝛ greater anthozitie in the Chur ch of God, then Paule 
himlelfe? bo faythnot a contrary goſpell, but — goſ ; 
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peil differing from that which he had pꝛeathed. And flnal- 
iy s. peter ſaith, Prophefic came nor in olde time by the 
willl of mau, but holy men of God ſpake as they were 
mouedby the holy Ghoſt. Are not theſe thinges plaine 
and eaſle to be vnderſtoode?And ſhall the things that were 


. by the holy Ghoſt, be autyoziſed by men? God foz- 


After all theſe Textes, If J be demanded pet further 
the iudgement of the dottoꝛs of the Church, I will alledge 
but onely one inſtant" ot Tertullian, becauſe be is one of 
them that werenereſt to the Apaſtles,and one — 
teſt diuines that haut bene, pea and one vppon whole au- 
thozity the defenders of mens traditions doe moſt depend, 
Foz in a treatiſe that he intitleth , The Garland of a Soul- 
dier, there be two whole leaues to vphold Traditiong;but 
they be ceremoniall Traditions ; foz of all the examples 
that he alleadgeth,there is none but ſuch . In bis booke of 
Preſcription againſt Hetetickes, he ſaith. It is n full 

for ys to bring in any thing at our one ꝑleaſure, no nor 
to chooſe that which another man hath brought in of 
his own head. We haue the Lordes Apoſtles for authors, 
who choſe not any thing of their one pleaſure to bring 
in, but faithfully dehuered to all nations the diſcipline 
that they bad receiued of Chriſt, Now 195 Apolites be- 


could not adde anything at all of their owne: who ſhal — 
tuſe their ſacceſſozs fo2 doing it, being much lefle pꝛiui . 
ledged than they? This is not 
ble. Alas, there is not ſo much as one of vs (hat thinketb 
nat himſetfe mile inough, tu be the onelꝑ commander in his 
owne houſe: there is not ot᷑ vs that could find in his heart, 
to let his feruauntes adde to oꝛ diminiſhe from bys com ⸗ 
maundements. And pet we will make God belæue, that 
be bath not ſufficiently pꝛonided all thinges, that be ſhould 
haue told vs fozonr ſaluation: but that in bis law be bath 
fo2gotten ſome pointes, foz the perfecting whereal he hath: 
retped himſelfe _ good 0 . — | 
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Isthis follerable? And that is the cauſe alſo why he ſayth, 
that mans wiledome is foliſhneCfle befoze God. Foz the 
ſamecauſe doth &. Paul at Athens mocke the wiſe men of 
Greece, telling them that by all their Philoſophte bothina- 
turall and ſapernatarall, with their numbers, their vndi· 
vidabl2s. their Egyptian cunning. their ſupermindinges, 
their ſecrets, and all their miſtet ies both publicke and pꝛi- 

nate, they had but bewzaied thetr ignozance, in that they 
were not able fo diſcover that God. chat vynknowne God, 
to whom notwithſtanding they had by ? atural inſtina of 

godhead,raced an altar. Fo2 the verie ſamecauſeour Lozd 
chaſing his Apoſtles from ſo manie thouſands of men, and 
from among lo many and ſo diners pꝛofeſſions : did caſt 

his eies vpon none but the po ſimple and ignozant Fiſh 9 


© ermen. Out of doubt there is no to munion, no cozreſpott- 


+ 


 toſay ſo ta, whether they wil o: no. We tie God to 


deuce bet werne the deſirs of God and the deſtre of man. 
And in the cace of (alaation,the meanes thereof are ſo farrg 
eſtranged from our coꝛrupt᷑ vnderſtanding, that all that e- 
ur we bꝛing vato it of our owne, wil moze hinder it than 
further it. God liketh of nothing but of our humilitie, and 
of the acknowledging of our ignozance. J know nothing 
(ſaith S. Paul) but onely Jeſus Chziſt crucified. Who can 
tell me wh God in ſetting oꝛder in the Jewilſh religion, 
choſe the Lambg, and refuſed the mine D2 why be re- + 
quired the Gaate foz a ſinne offering;and a papze of Tur- 
tle Doues foz a peace offering? Ho is it poſſible that we 
which are vtterly ignozant of the reaſon of the leaſt things 
that Goo 02daineth, ſhould be ſo pzeſumptuons d to take 
vppon vs to ſet oꝛdet in the greateſt thinges? Nowadayes 
men dilpoſe of the abiding place of the ſoules that are de · 
parted:their paines are ade a merchandize,their ſaluatt- 
on is ſet to ſate, Patadiſe is dearely pꝛiſed; and all this is 
done becaule it pleaſeth vs ſo to haue it, and becauſe it is of 
our owne foꝛging, it is god. We will haue the ſcriptures 
it 
wozks : if there be no mo ot᷑ the than needeth to 
r liking, we will that he (hall keep nnn 
an 


— 


und Avignon The euerlaſting God — «on 
_wozml one onely woꝛd, and haning heard him, 
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and that the onerplus ſhal be beſtowed vpon them that get 


pardons, Therevpon wee haue b2ought in the treaſure of 


wozkes of ſuperogation: We pꝛoceed pet further, In ſtead 
of ſpeaking to God, we ſpeake to the creatures, and to ſuch 
as when they were altue were offended at the honour that 
men did vnto them: we come befoze their images, we di- 
rect our pꝛaiers to them, and aſoꝛe the great and onely in- 
tercefo2, we let him alone: who notwithſtanding is ſo ne- 
louſe ouer his wozke, that he taketh it verie diſpleaſantly 
that any man ( but himſelfe) ſhould intermeddle in the ca- 
ſes that concerne the ſaluation of men. Surely wee abuſe 
the liber tie of our wits . Afoze we receiue ſuch things and 
of ſo great impoꝛtante into the Church wee ought to haue 
bery expꝛeſſe commandement thereof, and not ta hale the 
textes of the Dcripture by the baires of their heades, to 


geue them thereby thecarreere, that we may loade mens 


-conſciences with ſuch lawes as we liſt: J will alleadge 


one commendable example, i ſuch a one as without doubt 
ought to ſuffiſe to ſubdue our wits, as often as we do buf 
thiake that there is a God : Sd farre off is it that we ſhuld 
either be inquiſitiue of his being, and much lee of his ſe- 
crets,02 deſtant von his will. lob had the honour to ſpeak 
oncefamiliarly to his maiſter. Nay (which moze is) Got 


aid, if thou wert my companian, if thou wert not Cod, if 


3 1 — and J woulde willingly 
me,; ſceing that all 


humaine vnderſtanting, to charge God with vniuſtice, 
and vntrueth, in that contrarie to his pzomiſes, be had ſaf- 
fered g righteous man, a man of honeftie to be ſoze afflicted 


re him. Tell me © Iob (ſaith hee) it 
P 4 thou 


— LY 


ſeeing that he mutmuredia himſelfe, as if hee ſhould haue 
thou wert a man as Jam? 3 would faine ſpeake vnts ther, 


low as to vouchſafe to heare him. The Jiflss 
— 11 — lob turmoyleth al his ſmall and weake -/ 
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gre that the trueth is conteined in thoſe holy bookes : Let 


260 bes 1; tte of France, 
thou wilt haue me to pteld the a reaſon of my doings, tell 


me how J mads the woz1d,tel me where thou wall at that 


time: Shew me the foundations of the earth: he we mee 
the wombe of the Dea : and then ſhalt thou call me fo ac- 
compt. Yereat lob pawſed, held his peace, cat downe bis 
countenance, kneled downe.vpperrhts knees, and ſhewed 
by his diſmaiedneſſe, that there is not ante capacitie in vs, 
to vnderftand the leaſt thinges, not onely that are in Ood, 
but alſo that belong to men 

But let vs now peruſe the hiſtoʒie, and ſeeing we all a- 


vs take the right way by them It appeareth that the two 
chiefs parts of the ®cripture vnver the two times, that is 
to wit the ten commaundementes in two tables vader the 
Law of rigo2; and the pzaier in fire articles vnder the law 
of grace;repzelenting,the one the Juſice,and the other the 
mercie at God, were viſibly and manifeſtly pzonounced 
by the Is not this inough ? And who | 
would haue beene ſo hardie, not onely of all the Church of 
men, but alſo among the verie ſaintes of God, as to take 
vpon him to authoꝛize it? And although the hiſtoʒe taught 
vs it not: vet the verie lubſtaunce of the las and of the _ 
pꝛaier is (uch, that none in the wozld hut Gen could make 
it. Fo2 albeit that all men ſhould lay their beads together, 
to adde ſomewhat to the pohibitions of the lawe;o2 to find 


+ ſoine default iq the petitions of the pale i vet coulde they 


not do it. do at one inſtant compꝛehend all 


the ſinnes in the we and lice other waꝛdes doe comyꝛe - 
ae Let euerie man examine this 
in z it is a ſure token, that it — 


ſurmounting mans abilitie . Nowe the 

thoꝛiſed by the leſſer : and looke what the ls. fache (6+ 
the whole · Due onely vnch af this tapiſtry, ſheweth the 
- weauung of the whole peece . That the interp2etations 
which beyond this are admitted in the Charch, are not al- 
waies true: Let a man read the rv.chapter of Mathew, 
and the vit. of S. ge where the Mane 
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The now eftate of France, 44 
tewto the Seribes and Phariſies (whoe were then the 
dodoꝛs ofthe Church) the falſeneſſe of their inte rpꝛetation 
and tradition. 

Finally, it is to be conſidertd what reaſon 02 likelihad 
there is, that men which acknowlege themſelucs to weak 


to wozke their owne ſaluation, ſhould be mightie enough 


to autho2ize the backes that conteine the mranes of their 
ſaluation. & hould the ignozant be chicfe indges of (kill ? 
oz can the blinde find out the p2tuciples of light # that hath 
no coulour of like lihood. Perevato anſwer is made, that 
it is not men that indge, but it ts the haly ghoſt, who as he 
touched the mouthes and hands of them that (Sake 4 w2ote 
the ſcripture, ſo doth he l ill guide the iudgeincntes of the 
teachers of the Church, to interpꝛet his wzitinges . The 
matter goeth not fo : haue recourſe againe to the hyſtoꝛie: 
God ſpake once, and vttered his law; and after ward he ads 
ded no mo2e. All that followed after, interp2cted ander- 
pounded the law to the people, but how : euen by the lawe 
it ſelfe The boke continued alwaies authentike ; menne 
could not adde any thing to if,noz take any thinge ſrom it. 
And albeit that it was nerdfull (confidering howe the my- 
ſerie of laluation was not vet perfeced)that betwene the 
time of the lawe and the comming of the Peſſias, God 


chuld oft renew his ambaCadozs, and ſend many pꝛopbets 


to aſſure that unbelening natian, ot the truth of Gods p23- 
miles: yet was there nat any one found after Moyſes that 
appointed any nem 02dinances,02 that ſaid vnto the people 
do this 02 do that. But al held themſelues contented with 


God of pour gaue to his ſeruant Moyſes. So was 
it alſo with the goſpel, god cauſed his embaſſado2s to ſpeak 


once, t by them be gane intelligence of his will: to them he + 


gane the ſpirit of ch:nanding,the which de by e by recalled 


leuing ta their followers but the ſpirit of dᷣuenience: ft he + 


knew very wel the wicked nature of man, And had we had 
libertie at al times to inuent, to ſhozten.4 to lengthen: alas 
what a (ozt of heceſea þad 9 inthe wozld, confide- 
| cing 


this wozd, keepe the law and the 02dinances which b od 
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N ; The now eſtate of France, ' 
7 ring that although we haue our leffon in wziting, a ws + 
1 cannot tell how to keepe our ſelues from faiſificng and c02- 
ve rupting the tert c from making cloſes cuenin deſpite of it? 
* Po when they ſe that we demurre nyan all that they 
4. laie to our charge: they aſke vs, what authoꝛitie then bath 
1 the Church, chiellie the Pꝛimitiue Church? as who ſhi: lo 
þ ſap that we meant to defect it vtterlie. J haue told alrea⸗ 
* "te acco2ding to the (mall leiſure ſhat J haue had, how far 
: 4 2xtended the pawer of the (hepbeards that followed the A- 
Þ poſtles. In truth a greater trauell were behouefull fo; the 
T9 handling of this queſtion : yet notwithſtanding pe ſhall ſee 
31 bowe the Churche hath beene wont to deale, concerning 
the bookes of ſaluation. Eleazar, Phinces, and the reſte of 
their time, had beene ciewitneſſes of the wonders that had 
bene wꝛought by Moyles, which no man could haue done Jy 
vnleſſe he had had the ſpirit of God. They that had heard 
and ſerne thoſe things, bare witneſſe of them; e the church 
reteiuing their witneſſe, receiued there withall the w2y- 
tinges of that great friend of God, warranted both by the 
inivard inſtina ofthe Hol y-ghoſt, and by tbe ſecret ſaace 
of the truth it ſelfe conteinedin thoſe boks,that they were 
the very bokes of ſaluation : but chicflie beeing grounded 
vpon the wonderfull things w2ought by that_great.perſas 
nage, who hauing done thinges abous the reache of man, 
could not w2ite any thing which was nat dinine. 
Afterward the P2zopbets whom the Lo2d ſent, helde cn 
in their ſapengs and waitings,the camg.and be like inſpi- 
rations that Moyſes had. They taught the like leſſon, they 
were full . — which 
was a ſure ſigne that one ſelfe-ſamę (pirite accompanies 
their mouth and their hand. Mozedouer he endewed thoſe 
men with wonderfull graces of great and miraculous do- 
ings. The church of their time bate witneſſe therof; and 
I the Church that enſacd them, beeing inſtruded by thoſe 
| | marks both outward and inward, receiucd their p2ophe- 


lies and wzitinges as autkentike. Finally when theLo2d 
hinſelfs was come into the wozld, be vttered, taught, and 


ſpakt 


— x - —— "1 
now eſtate 
; fpake his boks of bi glad tivings ta bis faithful nofaries. 
Thoſe great perſons witneſſed what they had (en t beard 
of their mayſter, ſetting down in their hyſtoꝛie the accom- 
pliſhment ofthe pꝛopheſtes begun in the bookes of Moiſes, 
and continued on in the bookes of all the pzophets. Herb 
was acknowledged a continuall holding on of one ſelf-ſam 
truth, which could not pꝛocerd but from one ſelfe-ſame ſpi- 
rit. Theſe great men ſhone b2&ght in notable favours of 
F tbeir L 02d, in extraoꝛdinarie knowledges, and in miracles 
vnbeard of. The Church of their time which beheld them 
bare reco2d of them, and recciued their wzitings as full of 
truth and anthozitfe. That Church then was able to diſ⸗ 
terne the true from the falſe,and could ſay, This epiſtle is 
D. Paules,and that is not. But yet is it not the autho2itie 
of that church that wakcth the truth to be the truth, oz this 
02 that epiſtie of S. Paule to be ful of true doctrine : the on- 
+ Heſpirit of God is the beſtower of that. A pzinces officers, 
dis parliaments, his bailifs,and ſuch other doo indede re- 
teiue bis letters, they acknowlege his hand and ſe ale, theꝝ 
ver ile them to be his, and they publiſh them: but they di⸗ 
red them not, they make them not, they ſigne them not, 
they leale them not. Well may they intercept them , but 
+ they may not put any thing to them, either a new oz con- 
frary to them, The goldſmith can well diſcouer the diffe- | 
rence betwrene gold and copyer, but his ſo doing doth not 1 
make gald. neither can he increaſe the ſubſtance of the gold 8 
| | er 02 lead vnto it; 02 turnetheſiluer 4 leade my 
into gold by adding them to it, oz mingling them with it. 
Nenertheleſſe if the caſe concerne but ſome one particy- | 
lar point, I my ſelfe muſt not receive a booke 02 a doctrine, 
bulefſe J ſe it receiued firſt by the Church. Foz the thing 
that is particy t to paſſe no further, but to reſt ther. 
But when euen in th ch it lelfe there is ſoms doubte 
among the ſhepheards therof: then mult they reſo2t to the y 
_ bake, and the booke muſt invge thersf; and that is the true 
vnderftanding of this matter. 
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to conſider the things that concerne our beliefe : J ſay furs 
ther that there isnoreaſon at all to giue vs the name of 
Heretike. And beretike (to ſpeake pꝛoperlie) is hee that 
5 affirmety and vpholdeth ſome opinion which he bath cho- 
15 (en to bimſelfe; and not he that debateth oꝛ denicth the opi⸗ 
4 nion of another man. And ith it is lo,they haue don weng 
| in rep2oching vs with that cognizance of diſyonour, ſeeing 


| /{ weaffirme nat any thinge to bee true, but that which all 
} / Chziſtendome aFirmeth to be (9 as well as we. UWherin 
| J appcale fo2 reco2d to the couſcienles of themſelucs which 
do ſo name vs. Which thing was neuer found in the doc; 
trine of any beretike that euet hath been. Now then there 
is not any xrro2 in our affirmatiue . Alſo as touching the 
negatiues i cannot bee laide to our charge, that euer wee + 
haue denied any commandemant of the lawe;o2 any text k 
the Scripture, 02 any acticleof the fapth. Foz as touching 
pꝛaier fo; the dead,inuocation of ſaints, the opinion of me- 
.rits and purgatozie , in denieng thdm we dene no authen- 
ticall text, no expꝛeſſe tommandement: it is well known 
that there is none ſuch loz them, and that thoſe which de⸗ 
fend them, do dꝛaw their arguments from indugions of the 
ſcripture, 02 from examples of antiquitie,oz from the rules 
of tradition, ZTherfoze they do vs wꝛong in that caſe. 

J loke that ſome man ſhould by and by anſwer me, that 
we deny the tert and the exp2eſſe wo2ds inthe myſterie of 
the holy comumon, This is to great a queflion to be ſhut 
vp in ſo narram a roome: J will ſpeake thereof but onipe 
this woꝛd. We denie not tho woꝛds, but we denie the in 
tcrpzetation that is giuen to them, Theſe be the two opti - 
nions : let iudgement be giuen of them without affection. 
God ſayth, This is My body, this is my bloud. Yarvpon 
we haue receiueda commandment: As oft as ye meet to- 
gither, doo this in remembrance of me. We therfoze doo 
this action in rememb2ance of the Loꝛd: and in dooing it, 
both of vs as wel the one ſide as the other, do acknowlegs | 


4 


the mighty power and holineſſe thercof, to the one a ſacra⸗ 
ment, to the other a(acrifice And that is the 5 — 
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king of the holy woꝛds. the bead is thanged into ſleſb.e the 
wine into bloud That vader the foꝛmes of bzead and wine 
ſo changed, there is the holy body of Ga. wholly ſuch as it 
was vpon the wod ofthe Croſſe, which alſo came downe 
from heauen: and that they eateit + b2rake it bodily with 
their teeth, but yet to ſpirituall nourifharent. We ſay that 
in receiuing the bꝛead and wine which are ſignes viſible, 
ſignes which auld not. be ſignes if they ſignified nothing, 


no2 ſhould make a Sacrament if they were not ſuch ſtgnes 


that cannot be both the ſigue and the thing ſignified both to⸗ 
gether: J ſay that in receining the with our bodily hands, 
and in chewing them with bodily7&@th, we ſpiritually and 
by faith, do eate the true bead that came downe from bea- 
uen, the true bodie, and ten on of the K. in ſpiritual 
nouriſhment... 
If this be her ele, then 1 Tertullian an bercticke, 
which ſaith, This is ay body. that is to ſay, this is a figure 
of my body. And ſo was Saint Auſtwe, who ſaith. 'Be- 
leeue, and thou haſt eaten. Aulos if this be the greateſt 
queſtion that wes haue to debate: A dare boldiy ſaꝝ and 
poldlx pꝛomiſe, that if ener we tame to a holy and fr cuũ⸗ 
ell, Gods ſpirite will bndoabtedlypzonounce what he wil 
haue to be bela ued concerning that matter, © gad reaſon it 
is that the matter Mould he referred vnte “ Bat howſec- 
ner the case tand; I vpholde that aſter tha tule which they 
me iw vs, either all the things which baue been b2cnght in 
to the church vnts this day, be confoꝛmabte to Gods wozp; 
oꝛ elſe that üince the time of the Apoſtlea the Church might 
adde a2 duniniſh. And if i: be ſo, then 3 conteſſe we be 
ficks,xf weconfoame not our ſelves vnto them, But ik on 
the contrary part it and true-that the anthvzity of the holy 


Gyot andofthy bokt s witten by his Setrataries, ſur- + 


mount the authozitie of the vidtkle-.charchmilitant, fo as it 
4snotlawful fo men tocozret pboks of ſaluation, no noꝛ 


ſo muche as to put ang thing vnto them: - Nay if wee 
can Raue manifeſtly to the eie, and popnt aut —__ 
0 N 3 nger 


bere⸗ 


he new celtate of F 


* ſinger that many of the things which at are tains are not 
9 onelp added, but alſo be contrarie to Gods wo2d: then de- 

Ms ſerue wee not that name foz demaunding onely refozma- 
|. | tion. 

0 i Cheſe be the thinges which J had to gather ont of the 


rules of diuinitie, to anſwere thoſe which without talking 
to vs and without hearing vs, do by and by condemn vs fo; 
| denounced hereticks, if we chaunge not our religion: and 
75 which will baue the king to be guilty of the bꝛinging of 
þ Gods wꝛath vppon his Realme, if he do not the ſane. Let 
"1 them iudge of my lapings without affection : as well as I 
| wzite them without an effection , and they ſhall ſ& 
at the leaſt this one thing, that reaſon in ſuch caſes can 
do moꝛt than fazce can: and that hearing and ſpeaking, and 
not quarrelling and ſmiting,do cauſe the truty to be ſoundʒ 
and that the king being led that way, may a thouſand times 
eaſier be bought home to the place from whence they ſay 
he is d:parted, than if they ſhould ſet all dis realme ona re- 
bel lion againft him, and the Popes ſhould arme al Europe ) 
tocongerthim by didnt of WU YC 
As touching the reaſon of pallicie , fo; the which men 
\btane him. in that he hath not yet pzofeſſed the Catholick, 
Apoſtolicke, and Romaine reugion: I knowe not what to 
lay ot them: Although it have been law full foꝛ ſuch as per- 
chance had no God at all , to interimiugle their diſcourſes 
with mens doinges in conletling P2inces concerning the 
caſes of their ſoules health : yet J thinke-nof that with 
god conſcrenre I may do the ſame in anſwering them. Be⸗ 
a - ſides that, there is ſuch a weakeneſſe and vanitie in they: 
diſcoarſes, that it were a diſbonoꝛ to ſet a ceuentold ſhield + 
+ againſt the pꝛickinges of their bodkins. J haue alceadie 
heretofoze declared, what the great and notable canſes are, 
foꝛ which theſe tolly waiters take vporithemto p:opheſie 
the kings ouerthzow oꝛ paeſeraation , if dee haſten o; re- 
nerſeſo lolemne an action: their reaſons are al like the au- | 
thoꝛs of them, all good to mak men ctie out vpon an Hu- 
"guenor, all met Jodelight! EUato1hearers:, 02 the vet ieſt 
6 
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The now eſtate of France, 
diz ird and madbzaine, oz the vileſt raſcall in the n 
all framed to pꝛoue that the ſubuerfion of the ſtate ſtand eth 
| bppon this quarrell: And in fine all leuelled at this one 
marke, ta dilcrchite the king both with his enemies, and to 
make him and vs guiltie of all the miſeries of France. It is 
| faz babes there'oze to anſwere them: Foz ſurely Juſtus, 
the reply would not be ſeeme pour ſeueritie. You know ve⸗ 
ry well that as long as kings liue,they haue a care al their 
life: but when they be once dead, they paſſe not whether ye 
carie them to Y. Dennis oz to . Cleryes. And pet thels 
men count it one of the ſtrongeſt reaſons that can be, to 
furne our king from cur way to theirs. Alonely one of 
them entounter (at leaſt wiſe if I can hold mp patience)and 
yet vnto that alſo I will anſwere but a woꝛd o2 two. They 
aſſure the king, that in becomming a Cat hpolicke, he ſhall | 
take away the pꝛetence which bis enemies take hold of to 
make warre againſt him, and that all the Cities of France 
will out of hand yzcld themſelues vnto him. Heere a man 
bar nerd to be tied with ſoure Chayncs,fo2 ſcare of looſing 


+ his wit, his diſcretion , his reaſon and his patiente. if ba 
will without choler bear, not this reaſon, but this fable, 
not onely full of falſhod, (ab, be that ſeekes to make him- 

4 — * ning by fozce of armer = wapteth oo — 
ull o 12 pee rie and ol tr „Whether 
(thinle ye) that by auoiding this pꝛetente of our enemies, 
ſhall we do moze wong to thoſe which are deſirous to ſa 
their owne dainges iuſtified thereby, oz to the king vppon 
whoſe ſhauloc rs, (by his pzetending to flatter them) all 
be laid the whole burthen and crime of all the nuſchteſes, 
that haue come by theciuill waxre ? Shall I ſet ſa little by 
him, Othou Accibeof Antichzift, as to geue thee leaue to 
ſay vnto him, Sic, becauſe you will not become a Catho+ 


licke, mies do iultly take 
Armes, and the realme is tulfly puniſhed of God. And are 
"there then any yet til at al day, which beleue » the caſe 


_of Religion is the cauſe of our war ? Alas if you have be- 
 lauedit vnto this dap, rr all our true pzoteſta tions 
made 


J 
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The now eftate of France, 

m we at ß beginning of the wars t euer ſince : af lealt wile 
ict the murfhering of that len det „(giue me leaue 
O ſacred maieſtie to ſpeake ſoth that hipocritith king, the 
king that was died red and beſmeared with the bloud of 
thoſe tha; are calledherefickes , ſerue pou fo2 an example 
that no regard at all would haue been had of a now Catho- 
licke, of a Catholick of ſoꝛtie yerres olve , ef one that were 
conuerted by the ſwoꝛd / of a turneca'c thÞt had altered his 
pꝛofeſſion, becauſe he was bozne in hand that he ſhould nes 
uer elle be king, valeſſe he foke the habit, and of (ach a re- 
ligious perſon as had beet Candered alreadie with the ca- 
ſting off bis frocke among the thilles , ſuch a one as men 
terme a Relaps, a perſon paſt repentance, and a pet ſon 
ercommunicated. O what a madnte ſſe it were to admitte 
theſe reaſons ? and yet good God in what places be they 
ſpoken till? Whoſoeucr thou bert that madeſt the dil⸗ 
courſe which J ſpeake of, thou art not ſo ignoꝛaunt of our 

doings,butthat then haſt afcze this time red the ba ks that 
lver pzintedat Paris and in other places moze than a yere 
ago, wherein it is fully diſcourſ:d at length, that though 
the king (hould become a Catholicke thencefoozth , * 
ſhuld it come to late he were not ta be recciued an 
vnt ill ſome long and cruell warte of his againſt᷑ t ==—Mf 
the refozmed Religion, bad firſt aCuced the zealous Ca- 
tholicks, of the ſinceritie of his converſion. And in good 
ſoth J doubt, but that the frſt demand which they would 
make vnts him ſhould be that he ſhuld change his pꝛofeſſi 
en: the next, that be ſhuld make war vpon ; Huguenors, 

And there is no likelibod that he ſhalbe moꝛe regarded in þ 
behalf, than was his pzedeceſo;z;who in the yer 1585 was 
fain to enter into arms vpon Þ quarell. Among th a king 
tannot be Catholick,vnles he put his whole realing in ha- 
zard of vndoing to kil | an bereticke, After this 
maner do they complain, that the laſt king was net a true 
and zealous Catholicke:and after the ſame maner wil tbeꝝ 

a'waies ſuſpect the conſcience of him that now is: fo2 a- 

mong them there is-none other fan of a god zeale but that. 

LEp8 
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'Kiepe ante) tac. 
make reckoning of them: pe ſpeake to men P 
daen:we know bettet than you what the pa France 
are, and which df the enemies they be that are caried alone- 
lie with zeale, we knowall the Cities, we know their will 
and po wer. And although the change ol Religion were a 
thing indifferent and ozvinarie; pet would it behwue vs to 


daut other:aCurancesthan voir wmeake wos, to cauſe ths 
— —— 7 wr a gap 
to the Clergie. I beſich ther Iuſtus and as with thes 
ſhall read this treatiſe, fo hold ms excuſed it J abzidge if 
r and doe paſſe ouer all 


be keptor king hn this day rm: that'is required of 
him. If is not J alone that k 
den and violent 
em Am rome wel thn tne og it is but 


— to the end 
e i he inc 
AChE 


er 
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the couert whereof, many tuen of our men doe oftentimes 


| reli ee . 
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SA e 
fo pale. But yet let me firſt uſchargs aur enemies of one 
obiecdion, whereof they make a-great hul mat he. and vnder 


ſeeke to ſhꝛaind themſelnes. Foa (to their ſæming) the holy 
anker of their follie is faſtened therin,Therfoze when they 
ſ that falſe pꝛetenſe of theirs ouerthzowne. with ſo many 
true maters,and when it is ſhewen them b example ei ti e 
laſt king, that the conſcience of (þis king cancer ne th not 
them a whit: they runne fo another extremitie, ſateng that 
their warring is but only to pꝛeſerue their owne religion: 


nat that ther be vet noz j they befozced againſt 
their conſcientes, but foz' feare teat it map come to paſſe 
abs fob — —— . 


201 of thy nun re 
& Ar 
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compariſans dat balte 
ſome part: as fo this, it bath not 5 
77.7824 1. 


leggo 
i, Eheing a grasen biste, cigned ten 


and honour in his eſtate and had ali his 
denen ebenen deen , 
e ſkill of learning s r. 


0 t had 
— — — com 

that erage ann. the abuſes 
that were thzuſt info the church. and namely agninſt the in⸗ 
92dinafe autbo2itie of the Popes, ſo touched all mens eargs, 
that tuen in his Kealme as wel as in other places, mant 
men! and demannded rata Pn) 


—_—_— 
es): —— the Crowne, was coun- 
Lin arts dang — wha had 
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— his elder bzother , who had left hir vat = I 1 


touched ( as therepozt goeth) becauſe of ſome diſeaſe that 

tooke him the very night of his mariage. King Henrie did 
it by coanſell.tu ber the moze lrengtbened by that alliance, 
Neuerthelelſe within a while alter, he left hir companye, 


not withCending that her had had much ado to chtaine iy 


tenſe to marrie hir. But diſpenſation to be dinozſed from 
bir, was vtterby! bim. And when her had done it 
of his owne ber was candemaed fo it by the 
Pope anyhis Legate But hes wasentered alredie in- 

to another lou, and beſides that, his people miſliked of 
* thealliaunce with Spaine, which was repozted to bee ins 


greatly offended. with the Pope who 
fed vpon him with bis authoaitig by occaſion of that mat- 
ter © REIN AIIIIES | 
that the wozly cryen.out againſt the Popes, it 


wil: ty it emey'be that — — opoꝛtu⸗ 
much ir they deal nat þ better 


t ofthe Church, 
aſe biver the — — ofs 
2 —s Hts AY EEG." 


mn - | reer 
11 aon. And indæd we le that Jeſus Chaiſt ana bis Apoſtles 
| began to wozke laluation by the earesof the ſumpis peoples, 
1 - asfo2 the Scribes, the Phariſies, the Domus, thePagi- 
1.5 ſtrates, and the pꝛince s, whether it were that ſo God liketh 
L | better to tommunicat himſelfe to the mferio2 and ignozant 
1 ſo2te , as on whome his diuine power gliſtereth the moꝛe 
baightly, bet auſe it is not there darkened with aux clo wos 
T of humane cauſes ;: 02 in reſpect ofthe odinar ve nature of 
| min, who: as ſoone as het imagineth himſelſe to haue any 
thing of moze exceilencie than the imple common ſozte be- | 
| commeth ther.vyon maze baeaſte to be taught : they be the 
{| laſt that are called. Cherſozeit was eaſte foz that king, wha 
14 bad be ne long oualen, tu perſuade dus people to the thing 
0 | which they betieusd alredie maze than he did. And foz mine 
þ done part Jauwzofopinian,that if a kind of the like humaz 
had bene in Fraunce iu the yeare 1560, it would haue beng 
nao hard matter foz him to haue dane as much. Fos when 
— — — a tzing, itis cant to 
bziog the roll toconſent to 
" Now in fettingdowne the other part. the cxrmpariſon Þ 
let vscxamine a little whether the lame jhing may be 
at his darin Fraunce. — s bers 


| his dwing tbereof 

| ther with the good will 02 againſt the will of his ſubieces, 
with theit good mull, eyther by example oz by perſugſtonz; , 
as touching examples, bane there not in times paſt bin pzin- 
2414 —— — Nouanians, 
* Wackſuiders,and Apoſtataes, _—_—_— 
ted the puritie of the Church o long as 
| tainetd the truth of thealy. poſt oz — #15 not 
capable of eaill unitation 03 of f . The dinell 


— — ſonne ol God al the kingdama ofthe woꝛld 
+ — — 


54 
the Temple. That is nat to be feared. Againe, we muſt re- 
member this If this new thing(here ve 
ſee how it is not now alate,that the truth bath bene repꝛo- 
hed with the name of neue ltie) pꝛocted from God, you men 


cannot deſtroy it : but if it come from alſe here, it wil de- 


cap of it ſelfe. + 

As touching fazce.n2. hiolence , let vs conſider alittle 
what oꝛder a king may hold in it: Firſt hee muſt poſſeſit 
himſeife of all the great Cities in Fraunce, andrepteniſhe © 
them with men of his owne Religion. Well therfoze,that 
may pet be done, if the war hold till;fo2 if be winne them 
by fo2ce.he may put in whome he liſt, but then mult he dos 
it wird Er anger s. fo2 there be nat Huguenors enow in ali 

r 


F . Agains, be is aided and 
ſuccoured as well by as by Pꝛateſtants: and 
ſhal he ſtand trieng and chuſing out of a P;oteſtant_goners 


© nour,and of a Þ2oteſtant garriſon oa euery Citie that he 
taketh ? What will all the Catholikes aye to that : That 
cannot be: and it is well ſens alſohow he dealeth in that - 


behalfe., But on the other fide, il there were peace, howe 


tould he put garriſons into all the great Cities? There is 
not one Citis that would receiue them, and as foz tocom- © 
poll them to it, how ſhoulde he 2 Paue they lefe pzinilegs 
than Rochell > That cannot be. And in very dede þ& hath 
Cities that are tull ot obedient ſubieces, foz the keeping of 
whole people in ama ther nedeth nane other garriſon © 
than the Cobler that hath hyzed the toppe of the gate. Thus 
much concerning the people. + an 
. Agains foz the Novilitix, what meanes is theres fo tom- 


Whame;o2 where ſhall thecoun(cil_be belde agaiiiſt them 
who ſhall afſi®the kingin doing it 2 Finallye, as touching 
ie, who tha ei who ſhal com- © 
pell the Clergie, ſa long as the mightic andftreyg places 
de vucuppelled? The Pigiſte: 5 of Roche! _ 
& 130131 , D 3 the 
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The now eſtate ofFrance. 
the Pinifters of Bergerack, will go cite the Cardinals, Bi- 
ſhops and Archbiſhops to Geneua. Ve greatly deceine peur 
ſelues pe hipocrits, if you thinke to ſkare them with that. 
_ Thinke you in conſcience that you your ſelues beltæue it 
and are ſoꝛe afraide oſ it? 

The grolſelt wit in the wozld, il he confider it but one 
quarter of an houre, will well dilcernethat the thing which 
I (peake is full of truth. But a man had need to haue a'fing 
witte to diſcerns the cunning of this imaginatiue feare. 
The olde French Pꝛouerbe is true, That there is no ſuch 
ching aa ina troubled water. J haue ſ@ene ſome men that 
were neuer well at eſe, but when they wert playeng the 
bulle- bodies, which of purpoſe * to 
bꝛing ea:{_newes 6 that theymaye have 
cauſe to crie water , What the (editions perſon 
doe without ſe dition? What pzofit ſhould the Clerke of a 
Foꝛtreſſe haue wi How ſhould hee gaine thir- 
tie thouſandeCrownes without that? And when there is 
yet mult he ſay there is ſtill, and 


milchefein dare 
that mo tome: ſo that though there be no killing noz 
pins e _ To be 
ſhoꝛt, they mult beware in any wile, that they ſuffer not 


mens mindes to taſte of myldneſſe , of 02der and of peace, 
they muſt be well warethat the x let not the fire govt, fo: 


it is harder fo kindle it agayne than it burning. 
And la how God hath thereby inltfievour 
be he foz it. Foz whereas after burgings, foztures, and 


Qaughters, we could ſcarſe be made to 
our ſides : they had alreadie dzawne theirs out of 
berd,afoze they were ſomuch as manaced. | 
Heuertheleſſe, although all this were ſo ed no 
thifte but J muſt nerdt ſpeake this bold moꝛd, fo2 one mat- 
ter daa weth on another) although the king —— 
ned, vnheard and vnſcene, you haue denounced an heretike 

nan Apoſtata,and a man vnwozthy the company of Chzilti- 
ans, were ſuch a one indeed, yea though he were pet wezle, 


Gas he were gperlecuter, yet notwithſtanding ye Ring- 
leaders 


— 
- —— — 
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. fellowſhipofthe bodyofthe L ode: op if euer excommuni- 
cations mere vſed ia anꝝ p2inate 


— . — 
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(tf je Clergie, tel me whether that euen foz al theſe _ 
things together ( whereas you ſe none of them all in him) it 
were lawtull to you to dengunce him vuwozthie of the ' 
kingdome : ſhew me fo2 it ſome one authozitie, commann- 
dement,oz example, Tell me whether the ſubieas of this 
age map, foz thoſe cauſes lawfully_renerſe the ozver , 
which God bath ſtabliſhed in this Realme,by conſent of all 
fathers and fozefathers,and by the continuall ſuece ſle of ſg 
many yeares. Tell me it euer . Peter and . Paul did take 
vpon them tbe power ta gius aa take away ſtates and king ·· 
domes oz if euer the Chziftian diſcipline and the — 
of the Church ⸗ did euer extend their power ſo far re as to tha 


perſon ta bereaue him of 
bis goods: and ho we then may it ber done toa Ring. to be 


» reaue hem of his kinghorne Tell me pet further, why 
the ſonne of God ſayd, is Cz- 
{ars;and that vnto God which was Cods. Why was hes 
angrie with his difcipte that would haue armed himſelf a- 
gainſt the wo2ldly magiſtrat; blaming him that be conſide- 
rednot,how that(if he had liſted) he could in the tloinkling + 
of an exe. haut bad tegious of Anacis at bis fot, What was 
the cauſe, that the being become manz 
the Lozd of Lo2des and head ot his Church, full of power, 
I — —u—u— nen, © 
without —— 
—— bimſeiſe ? and you ſillie flies and 
wozmes of .contrarie to the example and p2ohibi- 77 
- tion eternall ſonne of God, will take vpon you to o- 
nerthzolp kings, iohiſpaſaafthle Erol. (ill and 


ther p2inces,focurſſe the remec! — 9 of them, and — 
2 Taree. you the beretikes, i 
—.— taz neither authoꝛitie of the ſcrivtuxes. noꝛ the ex- 


ample al the whole Church, be it in the time of hir perfedt- 
en oz aftet ward, doth teach you ſo to dee. 


Neuertheleſſe we muft beace with ron, fo2 denouncing 


1 king unwanthie Kn you delt 
wo;ſs 


— 
— i 5 Nn | * * 
N « * 


wa with his — — afo:e oz lefe conſe, 
againſt whom there was not any ſuſpition of that matter. 
But they that are minded to bzing al t6hauocke,voe neuer 
tie themſe lues to any one pꝛetext alone. 
. Pet notwithſtanding, J will ſay thus much, that if wa 
15 were in a kingdome that went by election, and that being 
" in a publike aſſemblie J were fo perſuade men to chuſs a 
mY Bing, out of doubt J would not counſell them to take an As. 
ij / theilf,a Lechoz,an Yeretike,a Turk,oz a Jew, But when 
" there commeth ſuch a ane by the 0zder that God hath ſet, 
11 what kno well thou, thou wzetch, to what ende 
4} ſent him to thee ? wilt thou pzenent his ludgementꝰ Among 
Fi. ſo manykingsas were in luda and Iſraell Godgaue — 
l » What cauſt thou tell, 
whether his ſending of a bee to quicken vp the 
fayth and conffancie ofhis Church, to increaſe it by the a+ 
thes of his þolp marty28,and fo make it to p2oſper by that 
meanes ? But J haue no hold ot my ſelfe. Map, nap, foare 
not that ye Chur chmen, it is no reaſon that ve ſhoulde vet 
bereaue vs of the hangur of perſecution, which is one of the 
/ certayneſt markes of the truth  Yoretikes have alwaies 
bene condemned, hut neuer perſecuted, there is no example * 
therof,and K the puniſhment 
that maketh the martyꝛ, vet woulde God neuer ſuffer that 
| , holy garlondof vigozis,and that goovly tytle of honour, to 
be put vpan the head of an heretihe. Oꝛ if be haue at any 
time permitted the puniſhment and paynesto lighte vpon 
them yet was it neuer ſene that they had thocherefall con- 
| gladneſſe, and the diſdain of tozments 
ia many — in the water, in 
{5 paiſon,in the air and rn 
and witneſſe to their innocencie. 4 
will not haue his Church to grome by pzolperitie, 
oz bythe fauour of pꝛintes. It p2olpereth under Tyzants, 
che is tilled with the coulter of tozments , the is amended 
with p dong of vnſiemly doings of the kings of the wozld, 
22 Ge is watered with hir owne blad and teares, the flames 
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offire are her — thine, t toztures are ber due, theeflo- 
rifhethin the. aut um ne of atucrũtie, and beareth her 
goodly ſruites in the winter of effticien, Com pare theſe 
qualities with the maner of your genernment manie 
yeres ſince , and ver hall Ende that your cxceſſe, our 
wealth, your caſe, your countenance in the wozld, your 
— — crownes, xcur Pykers, rour bzightnefſs, 
ering in gold and pzecious ones, and al the ri- 
Soar pou haue ſo ſweetly and ſo aboundantly poſ- 
haue no acquaintance with thoſe thinges - And 
* ſarclyeucn thoſe markes alone, though ve had no mo to 
be knowne by are cauſe pnough to conclude , that pou 
be not of the Church of God. 
| Therefoze let vs now hardily make an end. And foz» 
aſmuch as it is not meet to tell 
+ telling the remedies of them: Let me conclude with god 
counſel. I ſpeake no moze to our enemies: fo2 J know 
they have other matters in their heades, and they haue 
no cars ofour miſeries. But J ſpeaks to ſuch among vs, 
as being carried(J dare ſay) with good rale of religion, 
and peace, doe daily withe that the king would become a 
Sate bling tat tht he onely means re 
ſto2e peace vnto France. 
zt pon which be of that opinion, and haneruſhed at 
tt, do ſay you will fill p2oceed in it:(although it be moze 
meet to wiſh the vniting al the-whole Church together a⸗ 
gaine, than the conuerfion of ante one man) then follow 
the council that is expedient to bzing you thereto, the 
which J am about to giae vnto vou. Pe admit the pꝛe- 
tence which our rebclitous peopie vſe that ſhꝛaud ther: 
diſobedience vader the cloke of religion: 


ye receiue their 
ſayinges, thinking it tobetrue that if the ki 
heard a maſſe, theꝝ would out of hand their wea- 
pons and tot them do une at his feete: ©0 be it. Let 
nous what it will bes, ** the 1 


Foz in trueth it is great pitie fa ſir, that yet ſtil there be 
F men among vs ſo ſimple, as to thinke that this alterati- 
5 on would giue vs peace out of hand, and to belæue that 
ad it is long ofthe king only, tbat we ſce not gad vaics, and 
* bleſſing of God come again vpon this realme: wher- 
men fall to mut mut ing, mut:ning, and ſraming of 
ers concerning the third partie,wherein by imagi⸗ * 
nation they imbarke all France. If it be ſo, then doe not 
ſay it onely, but da it alſo. She o bs decas t not woꝛds, 
determinatians, ann nat deuices, articles in wziting, 
9 and nat diſcourſes after meales, thinges in being, and 
not in may being. J ſpeake vnto you as a politician, and 
A am conffrayned ſo to doe, as well to apply my ſelf vn- 
to vou, by ſhowing you howe bard the thing that you 
and vpon is to be b2ought to paſſe , and how bnauaile- 
able it is being done, as alſo becauſe ( as J haus p;otc- 
Ked herefofoze) I meane not to ſet anie mans diuinitis 
to ſchools, hut (at a wo2d)fo learne. + | 
A toun ſell you therefo2e to begin ſirſt at the ſubieces, 
as reaſon! would ye ſhould,and afterwarde ye may end 
with the king. Feele a little the Catholickes 
that ace aur ennemies , you that agree them in the 
maner of ſeruing God, and differ not from them but in 
the caſe that concerneth the ſtate, which you dphold. and 


would beate downe: Cauſe t — Mayne, 
— — es on » and the chiefe of the cler. 


ii, and ofthe that art with him, to offer pꝛe · 
lentiy by their deputies vpon common and publicke de- 
liberation, to yeld true, ſound,and abſolute obedience to 
the king, ſuch as bis pꝛebeteſſozs were wout fo haue 
vpon condition that he ſhall make p;ofeſſion of the Ca- 

+ tholicke, and Komaine religion, + 

Fn the meane time white he is framing himlelfe by 

infkruction, (ſoʒ as yet you ſcarſe deeme that hee can at 
ons leape, leape full out of the ER Ka 
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pint of arm e damnation; foz otherwiſe there is 


great enough 82 good enough 
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the meant time, ſay J, while you bee inſtructing him, 
(and per aduenture in inſtruding him you may alſo in- 
eus yaarſelacs) cauſe all armour and weaponstobee _ 
hanged vp vpon a pin gener allie thzonghout all France: 
make the ſtrangers to repaire dome, let them not med- 
vie with our affayres either one oʒ other, let them gens 
vs leaue fo decide our matters among our ſelues alone. 
Pou will graunt mee that the pzeparation muſt naedes 
— — the fire that is taken from the him» 
feaft, muſt rf bee put 


— — the leauer mul bee 
* taken out of the body and the Sant ene out of the wodd, 
ver any thinge can be yoone towardes the recouerie of 
them, 


Kot to inferre heerevpon that it were dangerous bo 
to doo, Arne on in the meane whyle 
be diſarmed; it is a + That reaſon might per- 
chance haue bene god at an othertime fo; the pooze Hu- 
guonets, which helde no moze but Seuenes: but as fo3 
them that are nowe mayſters of thegreateft 
France, and nozcouer haue now about t ſo may 
ny great L oꝛds of their Keligion and faith, of whoms 
they may aſſure themſelues there is no reaſon that they 
ſtoulo be aſrayd ofthat : to bee ſhozt it is but an imagi⸗ 
natine diſarming. Che king fo2 the doing heereof,ſhal 
net enter on the ſudden into al their ſtrongel Cities, 
Hain by binde them hands and fonte, to bereane 
wem ol hett te. They ſhall slwaies Candy byron 

their fort 2, og gin againe when then liit. 

* malte werd, to kad the king, come well furni⸗ 
ſped totth o deut vardets, > well alli ted of your ſapeng. 
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e no eit France. 
Firſt ofall foz reaſons of his eſtate, offer him the gene- 
rall conſent ofall France, to peride him obedience : am 
15 to ſtabliſh pcace vniuecſallie thzoughout the Realme, 
þ make him iudge of the difference that is between the poſ- 
1 ſelling ol a countrey that is wholie gotten alreadie, and 
bo altogither peace able, and the tra:etling with a thoaſand # 
hazards to conquer one. Paint bim tin tables, the os 
4 of peace, the other af warre : inthe ont a. flanriſhing cit» j 
7 tie enriched with all manner of goodes, ſtatelie in buil- 
dings, repleniſhed with joy and diuers plcaſures, pꝛe- 
paring him a gal:ant and pꝛintelie enfertaynement:and 
| in the other make to his view a Cytty baſtcdged, ruines, 
F! beapes of Clones and dead co2ſes, walles opened. with 
ky beaches, gates dammed vppe as well againſte their 
friendes as enempes. Pallaces {ayd vppon the ground, 
fire bur ning in the toppes ot houſes, ſwo:d and bloud a⸗ 
boue, and rauiſhment and pillage beneath Foꝛget not 
alſo the goodly ſpeaches, whereof ſuch matter is fruite⸗ 
full: and A aſlure pry ſelſe that they will not be vnp;off- 
tabie vato-yoa, but that you will the ſoner thereby bes 
perſwadedto peace fo2 the welfare of the realme. 
- Secondlie to make the king on his part the moze caps 
able of the beſt Diuinitie, chooſe out of the whole bodts 
af all the Catholikes of France, (A meane not only ſach 
as being a the wiſer ſozt, haue not fozgotten their duty, 
but alſoeuen ofhis enemies, to the intent that nothing 
may be omitted) chooſe, 4 ſay, the beſt learned and (kil- 
fulleſt Pyuines ye can, ſuch.as are moſt to be reueren- 
© ſedbothfo2 their learning aud fo2 their life. Let them 
ſpeake vnto him, let them heare him, let them ſay vnto 
him at the leaſt that which they would ſay to a Turk 83 
A Pabometane : Thau man that art a ranger vnto the 
Church, thou knowelſt not God, thou art in errs2, thou 
doldeſt an opinion contrarie to the truth: and that is the 
leaT renerence that can be peelded to a king. 
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But all this Thall be lawfull fo2 them, hee (hall grus 
them leaue; he ſhall indure it. But let them alſo be con- 
tented to be anſwered, that he and thoſe by whome hes 
bath bee ne inſtruaed, may mildly pee ld account of that 
which they haue learned and taught. And there withall 
let them fo2 their part put away their ſtomaching, and 
infozme him at large of the truth, ſhewing wherein bes 
bath ben caertaken, what truth bath ben concealed from 
bim, and what vatruth hath beene put vnto him, Foz 
it is well knowne,that his p2ofeſſion hath not permittey 
him to know all thinges . And when they haue taught 
bim well, let them adiyre him by the name of God, by 
| the regard of dis owne ſoute health, and by the confide- 
ration ofthe great number of myſeries which his wil- 
 falnefe ſhall elſe pzocurs : that he yreld himſelfe pliant 
and teachable, and that he ſet aſide all paſſions, opening [ 
dis eares, and hearkening vnto them, And then pe need 
not to doubt, but that in ſuch a place, to ſuch a purpeſe, 
an in ſo ſolemne an aſſemblie, Gods ſpirit will certein- 
tie make the —_ pzofit(yea rather than-faile) by cx 
traozdinariempracle. © 
If after all this, ve ſ& that confrarie to Gods impul- 
flon, contrary to Gods (ſpirit, and confrarp to the truth, 
he nill pꝛacadetb on wilfylly and of a malitious por- 
poſe to thzuſt from him the pure ſernice of God: inten- 
ding to pꝛoſecute Gods church, and not to pꝛtſerue it: 
then ſhall the ſubiegs be the moze to bes © 
bozne withall and excuſed, (at leatwiſe if it may be ex- 
euſcable) oʒ elſe ye ſhal then haue the moꝛe cauſes to dam 
dim guilty of all our miſeries. 
But it it appeare cuidently, that he neuer meant but 
to ſerus Godpurelie , to ſollowe the truth which God 
bath commanded, and that be bath al wates had his cares 
and bart open to heate and to learn, yea and thatle:f he 
Muld depart from it, & pꝛeſer a 2 kingdom - 
3 3 
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he kingdo me of Heauen, he hath put himſclfe in hazary 
a thouſand tunes fince he was bozne, of the life of all 
bis tytles of bonour, ef all bis dignities, pea and of his 
very liſe: and it on the contrary part (as God wil doubt 
leſſe v;ing it to light) the woꝛld ſec the vglie wickednes 
of sur enimies, as egerlie bent as wild beaſts, neuer to 
vnfaſten their tieth from the hope of this kingbome.titl 
they haue ſucked out both the life and the bloud 2: Then 
Mall at le aſt wile the tracth be diſcerned from fleight , 
they that are giltie of our miſeries ſhalbe blamed fo2 it, 
and France ſhall (& to whome ſhes ought to impute the 
blame of her decaie, and you your ſelnes being better 
relolued vppon (ome other rewedie, and bauing fozgons 
the hope of the (weetneſſe that yee looked foz ,thal deem: 
with vs that the hand of God is vpon this tealme, ready 
(3 fozeſ&)ts make ſome great and natable change. -/© 
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